
Blacksmith

Vocabulary



The following photographs of tools and the 

workspace of the blacksmith of Bounou were 

taken by Stefan in October of 2006.  Beside each 

item in the photographs is written the name of 

the tool or instrument in Bangiime and a 

supplementary list of French-English-Bangiime 

lexical items follows the pictures.  Transcriptions 

are in IPA format and are from Stefan’s 

notebooks as well as some from my own notes.  



dôːbè
tótó



dôːbè
tótó

dôːbé tɔt́ɔ ́m bìjɛ ̂

dàmbâ dàmbâ  



sìːmbórê

kàmpâjí

tɔt́ɔ ́ǹ níjè

màràtó n dàɣàjé

màràtó m bòɡò



kànkámbɛ̀



kàmpâjí

tǒːmbé



ʒǎːŋà



bìré

ɲîːmé

wɔ̌:bɛ̀



kɔḿɔ̀

ɲîːmé 



bùwó tùwó bùwó

bìré ŋ ɡéndùkɛ̂



English Français Bangiime 
blacksmith forgeron tùwɔ ́
ironwork la ferronnerie d'art tɛ:̌
forge forge tɔt́ì 
sickle faucille kùwɔ :̂
poker tisonnier dǒŋɡò
hoe, daba houe, daba dàmá
tool used to flatten the raw 
metal

outil qui est utilisé pour 
aplatir le morceau de fer 
cru 

hǐmbɔŕɛ́

wooden knife handle couteau à manche en bois ba  ̌síjè
metal knife handle couteau à manche en fer ba  ̌ɡɛǹɡɛ́
make a knife handle fait le couteau à manche bán sìjé nóɡuǹdó kě
blacksmith work le travail du forgeron tɛ̌: mɛ̀ wárí ʒímèná
pump the bellows souffler les soufflets pú:pà ǹ dóɡò 



English Français Bangiime 
copper cuivre dǎɲá
metal, iron fer ɡɛŋ̌ɡɛ̀
gold or kǎŋɛ́
silver argent sàrdí
necklace collier ɲǎːjú dǐmɛ́
soot suie kǐŋɡɛ́ sèrí
rust rouille pɔŋ̌ɛ̂ː
axe hache ʒɛ̌ːbɛ̀
smelt fondre pɛr̀ɛǹdɛ́
file limer ɡǐjá


