Appendix

A ranking of stability of items on the 100-word Swadesh list with indication (by

*) of members on the reduced 40-item list

Rank # In list Meaning Stability
1 22 *louse 42.8
2 12 *two 39.8
3 75 *water 37.4
4 39 *ear 37.2
5 61 *die 36.3
6 1 *1 35.9
7 53 *liver 35.7
8 40 *eye 354
9 48 *hand 34.9
10 58 *hear 33.8
11 23 *tree 33.6
12 19 *fish 334
13 100 *name 32.4
14 77 *stone 32.1
15 43 *tooth 30.7
16 51 *breasts 30.7
17 2 *you 30.6
18 85 *path 30.2
19 31 *bone 30.1
20 44 *tongue 30.1
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*skin
*night
*leaf
rain
kill
*blood
*horn
*person
*knee
*one
*nose
*full
*come
*star
*mountain
*fire
*we
*drink
*see
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*sun
fly
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moon
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heart
feather
white
yellow
bird
head
earth
foot
black
mouth
green
sleep
what
root
claw
bite
ash
red
eat
cge
who
dry
hair
smoke
not
this

seed
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woman
round
long
stand
good
man
cold
flesh
neck
say
burn
tail
sand
that
walk
sit
many
all
know
cloud
swim
belly
big
hot
lie

small
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6.3
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