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STICKS <

MESSAGE STICKS REyaEEED

NATTVE/TYPE NAYE

/ VESSAGE STICKS,

NO- s.
COLLECTION/DATE R.M. Berndt / Jenuary 24th 1947 (a b,d); late 1046 (c) 3 April I4th I947 (e) 2l
HISTORY | (2) (b) and (d) were obtained by the collector from Nearadin: ey,
was sent to the collector, {seeo hedow ) o (e) was also sent to the collector vis Mawalan
INFORMANT Negaradin (a,b,d) ; Mawalan (e)
LOCATION Aust; N.T: Yirrkalla, N.E. Arnhem Land. cms
MAP — No
DISTRIBUTION Used fhroughout most of Australia, though sticks of thisstvle are characteristic of Arnhem

Lard only, (see Belief/ VMeaning),

ASSOCIATION (S)

Walamba {or Murngin) people

ORIGINATOR (S) (a) - Mianesadija of Groote Island.
— . (v} = Nearadiin of Yirrkalla (Mangealilii mada)
(e) - Bindjslbuma — 'Slinper:!
(d) — ¥Wornggu of Pt. Bradshaw (Disbu mada)
(e) Mora . (Dadiwi mada dua moiety) or Gunoi ( Djambadboiya mada, dua moiety)
ectangular ‘3}% %—"‘"‘ L '

DESCRIPTION (S)

Made from a blonde wood\ =

have been red ochred before incising.

f— =

2" to 3" in lenesth,

MANUFACTURE

. {incised - _meaningful desions. Some have fur or wool attaéchments. Two

soft 'milk-wood' and engraved with sharp store chirs

Specific: Made of
Human hair hes been used on Qne._(_a)
Generpl. Usually made from gidyea, ti-tr

Halm.\ and ranging from 2-4" in Jength, The sticks mav he of varions shapes from flat to round with

8 variety of vpatterna. A twig in the rough may also be used marked in =
of rags tied round with twine or cotton ete.

mav he naad An atd alra

[
Son rﬁundii
Holes or notches as W_J.Js__erglamLm_rklngL



For Avabalbic
RELIRF/MEANING in General ; -
Sticks can be divided generally in 2 kinds. Those used in ceremonv)and more general vurpose —
secular message sticks.
Generally the gecular sticks serve only as a memory aid or a passnort though foreien or hostile
territory. The designs themselves have meaning but thev cannot bhe r-ad by anrone except the messenger
who has been told the meaning by the sender of the stick. ie. There is no sign langnage tre marks

—=— |  being siven arbitarv meaning by the sender. The messenger in in all cases an adulf man, never =

woman, and usually a trusted close relative of the sender.

In some regions namely Queenslend and S.R, Australia and southern edge of the‘ﬂullabor2 and

Velville and Bathurst Tslands designs sometimes refer to tovograrhical features which the messenger

i I must pass before hig destination is resched Sometimes also there were notches representing the length

of the journey in deys. N.E. Arnhem Land sticks (like these) dc not have such topograrhical features

- __renr=sented however. Message gtiecks from Arnhem Land are nsually small fla+t slabs of wood, or a

——— — avlinder taperine a8t bheoth ends Patterns are mnjn'ly vertical diagonal 11 ez

) > _daam rmrk?nnﬂ human

= — = figures. & A veriety of such gticks are shown in Ref., 1. to 5,

__ The desisns on ceremonial messace sticks hs ogical siegnificance, Thes

___approaching re#tuals or ceremonial trade relstions, N.B. Those on Bathurst and Melville Islends ars

] ____more elaborately cmmmgwmummm@w_@@wmmm) .or are
im [ormahue. '

. anevent suchas

" T SE— | _nvo_tifijéﬁétign_o;@ death,

=== Eccording to both Howitt and Roth who collected in 1897 and 1904 respectively, messacge sticks

3 I were used for saveral rur

ht, and

a, cTremor QeLne O NV = = ) I DEesSman

om one ahoriginal through a messenger to another

| asking kim for food or coods, or to inform of a dewd&the latter tug_bgixﬁgggﬂular_usaﬁes;3

to a hunt or fi




RRI,IRF/MPANING Cont,

Speeific:

Degigns are

at Yirrkalla at the time.FThe stick represents a recuest for plugs of tabacco,

as follows and hrve the followiny meaning:—
This Message stick concerns an impending 'marriage'. It was sent from Grpote Island by the
girls father who is Mianggadia to Negaradiin at Yirrkalla, whose son is the girls beothed,

It bears the message that if the son is now a man the girl can be sent to him. The design

_and that =all is

_&rcote_sny'lnu that _a 3-17'1 from Groote was vromised to Nearadin's son,

Sent bv Bindialbuma (slivpery) camped at Arnhem Bay to the collector‘R.M.-Berndtjwho was

_the strokes

on the reverse (back\ side revresentine the number wanted, and the curved skape (on the front

Bindjialbuma was camped, the nctches alons

men he hes sround him there.

at Yirrkalla

(a)
itself represents a man,
(b)
at
ready at Yirrkalls for her to be sent.
(c)
side) representing the billabo Margbi
) its sides beine the number of
- ___td)

Sent by Wonesu (Disbu mada) of Pt. Bradshaw to Ngaradjin (Mancwa111q1 mad-)

requesting tobacco from him, and the stroke

__The degien is a gpecial Diabu msla emblemic one.

of sticks c

marks down its sides represent the no. of tobacco needed.

g \ +to _let the collector (ni M.B \ know

_that they intend to make a new 1uga pole with feathered tassels and bring it from

Sent by lMors and Guneodilms

hrnhem Bay to Yirrkalla (see detail below).

Gunoilma had a sore heel and had

and so sent this to also
a= ai,uac. saclrta rcww') [ (clj;,‘,éicx ez ))a.'\,

"l Gt &

b = dudndﬁ(4aoawmna»

REFERENCE (8)

LN o

R.M.B. Notebooks: Book No, 18 January 24th 1947, Yirrkalla (a.b.d) tassels |
Mlmy - ———— - P BT B e s TS = = e = =
— l. Mountford. C.P. 'The American - hustrslian Scientific Bxrpedition to Arnhem Land'
i Vol., I, 1956. Melbourne, SN U _
= 2 Specner, Sir Baldwin, 'Guide to the Australisn Ekbno. College in Nat, VMunseum of Vie'. =
. __5rd ed. 1922, p. 70-73, -
X T Arrs -4 Aour I N Tatainan Mantilimm ~Ff o T [ QR S, JLIPR | TOE A [la % B 7o T e AR £



s

4.

Roth, W.I. 'Ethnographical Studies amonz N.W. - Central Qld Aborigines'., 1837 p, 137
Migs 326-38.
5. HMountford, C.P. 'The Tiwi-their Art Myth snd Ceremony' 1958, Melbourne. 1. 98-107.
6. Berndt's R.M. & C.H, 'The World of the First Australians' Ure Smithl1964 . 382,




|, ol /61/65/
o/

-
-

OO0 L

e ML= J
»

PR T e o

= e e L T




