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THE BLACK HUNTER.

HIS WEAPONS AND WAYS.

1-5- nO-VAI.D -W.-CDOXALI).

The weapons of the Australian black are

those of the pnnntiie peoples nil the wotld

oler. Hie stone a\e, general!) regarded

as a iie.pon, but who.1} an implement, and

the most -.aluable of all the blaekfellovA's

possessions, is the sime stone a\e both

in its shape and fitting» that the purni

tiAe man used in all countue« The Maori

and the Papuan u«ed it befoie AVctern

enlightenment gate Hiern steel or iron as a

substitute The same stone axe»
AA-itli the

same handles that were melded by tbc
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The implcmentH are tlie

native »tone axe or tomuliaivi-:

nnd loilfe, ivlileli is ntore cor-

rectly a amnll tiaiv. The t li I rd

«lin^rram Mb o it M Hie iiOMltion lu

"which -woomera mid »pear ure

Iield ut tlie moment of the cant.

Australian blacks when the first navigator

saw Australia are those sometimes picked

up to-day in Km opean caves, the only
traces of tribes that have become dust and

mould ever so many venturies ago. So the

Australian black, as we discovered him, was

in all things the primitive man. Most Aus-

tralians of the white kind are familiar with

his weapons, >ycfc very few still knoiv the

uses of them. The boomerang, as Ave see

it thrown for public entertainment in the

interval of n ivinler football match-with
the civilised formula of a collection of small

coins in a weather-AVOrn felt hat-is wholly
a toy. It "ivas used as a weapon by
aboriginals of ancient Europe, and the Aus-

tralian black -nields it with effect, too, in

his hunting. It is a very different kind of

thing, however, to the come-T-ack boome-

rang. The hunting boomerang is gener-

ally made o£ exceptionally heavy Avood, such

as the brown Mulga, of the north or the

Currawang of the interior, both ns hard

and as keai'y almost as iron.
'.'',

For the
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as as

making of almost every Aveapon in which

strength was a consideration the. Yarra

blacks used the black Avalué, Acacia decur

rens, or "currong
"

as tiley called it. A

Aveapon lo bo burled by hand Avas the

best thing in mechanics that the Australian

black Avas capable of encompassing. With

Hie addition of the woomera, or thrówing
slick, he gave extja range to his spear, and

there his ingenuity halted. \ But the merit

of the boomerang in its true form, as a

Aveapon. for hunting or fighting, is that it

ieac-1-s the mo_.im.um ia range with the
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T-C-wnec ftlickfl or jiaimiiort-.

«neil hy -mti-vu runner»» carry«

-ne rucÄKUKCH Iictivcei- iho

tritio«. The third Is Hie «tono

CblNCl.

minimum of effort As a weapon it is

seldom curved to the same extent, or in

exact!, the same st}le, as the toy boome

lang Its shape, euri ed slightly in out-

line, flat on one side, convex on the other,

was, as a matter of fact, the first sugges

lion of a fl.ing machine So, in effect, ne

couple up the prchistoiic «itli to-day, and

moie espcciilly with to monow

I ho hunting boomeiang was nat intended

to ictuin to the thron ci It was pío

bably tin own rather with an underhand
action th'.n overhead, as vie know it 'Hie

bh-1 fellow would cut his boomerangs fiom

the natuial cune of the tree, so that the

grain should lun with the bend, giving it

strength One da. perhaps a black artilieei

found something with an exceptional eui vc

-for nature has no two curves e_acth

alike-and so discovered the to. boomeiang,
which cast the flat side tonaids the

| Hu ow cr, up into an angle of tbe w ind, and,
I

with something of the same action that a

liighUiand bowlei in dicket tiics foi a

bicakbn.k, took an ecccntuc flight It is

easy to lindci stand that a centurj 01 so ago,
when undraincd Austialm was covcied
with swamps^and lagoons and these fie

quenlcd by great flights of watcifowl, the
1
c .v. boomeiang was a vci\ e(lc-tiv_ hunt

mg weapon Wlnz/ing tlnoiigh a flock

of widgeon or wood dud its shaip edges
cut like a knife, wings wcie brol cn, heads

seveied, and the black sometimes got as

many buds at i shot as the modem sports

man with both bands 'into the brown '

the is a plavtlnng Is
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lluowing the boomeiang is a plavtlnng Is
|

with piacti.e, not at all a dilhcult nit

Di ITancj Sutton of the A ictoinn Iduca

don depaitnicnt, who malos his own com

position boomerangs, and has earefullj

studied the lines and angles of flight, is vciy

expert in using them The noliceible point
about a blackfellow s throw is that he docs

it IA iib so little effort
I

The popular weapon of the blackfellow
all OAer australia TA as the spear ind the

nulli nulla-the club for in lighting The

pattern of the «pear \aries «ligM.A tluough
out the tribe« In the Melbourne Museum

amongst the collection of n it IA e AA capons,

Ave see epc-a. ot heavv wood is ¡llustnted

in this article with a suctis ion of long

baibs reaching from the point to 1ft or 1-in

down the shaft In another spear, and

with infinite trouble a terrible looking bead

wa- foimed b) letting in bits of flint or vol

caine glass blown out of ancient elimine)»,

which are now the cold green landmarks of

the we«t These splinter» -viere set in a

grooAe cemented with wattle or gras» tret

gum, and lashed ".Aith the tendons of the

kangaroo _ou can understand lint, with

simple tools such as the stone axe and

chisel, the making of thc«e particular spears

Aias a AAork of difficulty and infinite

patience The) IA ere much too lahnble in

the owner's estimation to be u«ed either in

war or in hunting Hie) were gcneiall)

set upright in front of the blackfellow s

gun) ah, w holli for decoratiA c purposes But

the mere sight of them Ins exaggerated in

the white man's mind the ferocit) of saAagc
AA arfare

The hunting and fighting spears were

generall) of three distinct tApes The

heaAiest of them, about 9ft in length used

both as a javelin and a lance, has the barb»
occasional.) faull well defined, but in most

cases little moie than notches An oiample
is shown in the diagram In the death

struggles of an animal as large as an emu or

kangaroo, when tiansfixed with a lance, the

shaft Avas frequentl) broken «o the hunter
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shaft Avas frequentl) broken «o the hunter

put himself to as little trouble as possible

in the malting of it 9here Avas just enough
barb to keep the speai in the AAound That
liabiht) to breakage is one of the reasons

M Iii these veiy elaborately calved spears
are never handled for hunting Occa
sionall) he ma) hale killed his gin or one

of his intimate fmends with such a spear,
but that Mould be in a sudden fit of temper,
before he had time to considci the risk of
breaking it Using his e\ cry da) spear as

a javelin, the black hunter was Avonderfulh

expert at a running mark up to a distance

of about 28 v ards It is curious to find the

abongmal hunter adopting e-vactli the same

method as the crack shot of to-daA, ii ho
Mill onl) shoot game AAhcn ii)ing oi inn

nmg But the blackfelloAA s idea was not

the cbiAalrous one of CÍA mu lils game n

chance If lie had lo AAiit for a standing
I

«hot be would frequentl) go bungo, so as

soon as the little black bo) w as able to run

about, end stat ted to throw nts to) spear«,
he practised alwa}s at a running maik B)
the time lie greiv up he lind become so pro
fictcnt m judging pace and distance that

he was able to hit an obiect with more cer

taintv Avhen it was in motion thin at rest

These licaA-) javelin spears aie made of all

kinds of tough ii ood-mallee in one part of

the countr), tea tiee, perhaps, in nnother,

AA attie «apling elseAvhere The blackfelloAV

used the best that come to In. hand with

out searching A er) far foi it His plan AAas

to dre«s a sapling into a spear before cut

ting -t It was more i tgtd as it groAi, softer

to work with his lough implements ^o the
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Koodttcjio. or Raider'« Shoe*

spear was fashioned in the «round before it]

was cut, trimmed down first with the stone
I

axe, then scraped with, mussel shells or

flints.

The spears thrown with the woomera

were always of two kinds and in two pieces.

Kccds, long and strong enough for a spear,

are not easily obtainable in the south of

Victoria, but they were to be had in the

cumbungie beds of the north-west, or in

tho rich black mud of lagoons. These reed

spears had a wooden blade shaped dagger

fashion, or rather in the outline of the Zulu

assegai. This blade, cut from the toughest

and straighlest timber obtainable, was fur

thor hardened in ttho fire, then let into the

hollow of the reed, glued there with gum,

the universal cement of the'blacks, and

lashed round with tendons. These cords,

always obtainable from the tail or hind leg

of a kangaroo, were strong enough for al;
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a

most any- strain. When his object was

hunting or war every blackfellow carried

quite a sheaf pf these spearp

The other light spear thrown with the

woomera .Was wood for the greater part of

its length, the plain- point fire-hardened.

The question of balance, which meant

-.o-inernntr». ,
The mlliililly carved, Iicnvy linmueranen nre mea

for klllliiK- game, und do not return lo the thrower.

longer shots, had to be considered and this

di-icultv was overcome bj hiving a grass

tiee stem for the butt of the spear It had

the same effect as the feathers in the bow

man's anow The grasstree, which blooms

genenllj on low, stenle, nigged ndges all

over Australia caines its ilovvei on a long,

light, but fanlj tough stem Sometimes,

in ordei to lighten it still finthei, the pith

core w is picked out, and geneially a small

knot of wood let in at the end to toke the

tooth of the woomeia, 01 spur tin ow er V

short spear or lance, about 5ft m length,

was used foi fishing, but ncvei tin own

An illustrittoii is guen of the woonicn
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and tht blackfellow's manuel of using
it

It vv is univ dually held with the foietingci

and thumb on the spell shaft the other

lmgeis gnping the thrower The tooth of

the woomera was geneially a bone, fi_ed like

a barb, and it is remarkable how firmly

these teeth hold even when the woomeia

Ins been knocked about, almost rotted

aw av vv iib agc 1 have one now v\ Inch must
be JO v eil s old The hal d w ood is becoming
pulpv hut the bone tooth is is flrmlv "-el

as ever At the trip end the vvoomen w_s

ahvavs lounded, md about an inch in dia

Imetcr ildwi. it cuncd slightly upnaid

and flattened, so that the spear when in posi-
tion and held bv the bone tooth and the

fingers aKo rested on Hie tluow-r. The

blackfellow iixes Ins spear h\ the sense of

touch alone Taking it m his right hand

he fixed the tooth in the notch dcftlt, mil

nins his band lightli back to the point of

grip If he were fighting he li id to
1

eep

his eve on his enemv, with his light wooden

shield in his left lund read) to receive ti

speir The distance that a «peal xxill carn

depends, of course, a good deal upon the

«trength and dexteulA of the thrower One

hundred xards was not an uncommon cast,

while at seicntA Aards men wcic frcquentl\

hit General!) speaking» the eflectiAe range

of the spear was sixt) xards

AVlicTn we look at the shields u-cd for

protection against spears, wo icalise the

wondeiful kecnne«s and nceuraci of the

blackfellow^ vision As a nile thej are

not wiuer than two columns of "The

Al gus," and rue of two tjpes. Tint used
j
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Spcnr ht*n«l». The linrbed

»pear OH the rlpht IM wholly
ornamental. The two on the

left ure the limiting and fight-
ing -.pearn thrown with the

-woomera. The lemier barbed

K]-cnr is thrown hy hand) javc
lJn-fnshion.

[

against' spears is generally about three feet

long, curving slightly imvard at top and

bottom, very light, sometimes nothing more

than a strip of bark. A heavier form of

shield, illustrated in the diagrams, and
xvitH three or four inches of solid timber
just above the grip, was used to ward off

a bloAV from a club.

Both the aboriginal clubs and shields arc

almost invariably carved in squares and

angles, but, though these tracings are nearly

Always alike, they lmi'o even on the message
sticks no significance. These message

sticks, of which we give illustrations, xvere

generally a stright piece of wood not more

than six indie's long, curiously lined and
other times took the
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carved. At other times they took the

shape of iniall boomerangs, and were in

variably carried by the black runner in the

netted band xvorn about his forehead. They
were a sort of passport, giving the messen-

ger sanctuary, and the right-of-way under all

circumstances. These tribal messengers,

constantly moA-ing about, arranged all the

preliminaries for great meetings, feasts, and

corroborées. Sometimes they had to travel

150 miles Avith a message, but even in

hostile tribes they were always hospitably

treated. There seems to have been a sort

of distinction in the position of tribal mes-

sengers, for men who Btartcd as runners

in youth kept on until they Avere no longer

able to travel. They were often without
food or water for long periods, and re-

ceived no payment or reward of any kind.

All blackfelloAA's seem to have narroAV,
supple, shapely hands. A'cry few white

men can get their hands through the grip

opening of the ordinary shields. The

team of aboriginal cricketers formed

many years ago used to give demon

-trallon"; of their skill in using the

nairow shield Two 01 three men with

cricket bills were allowed to stand within

a few jirds, and tlnow them in quick sue

cession is fist as thfi pleased With a

single, well judged movement of the shield

the blackfellow look them one after an

olhei, i.'ii_)\ if evci missing 01 be dodged

by i simp movement of head or bodv

"Dick a Dick," one ot the team, wis mir

v elloiis quick at this "plav " The abonginil

fighting club nearly alwavs took the shape

mdicited m the llhiBtintion, but there v. is

also a "waddi," with rounded points about

three feet m length and two' and i half

inches thick With these the snnllci gime

weic killed at shoit ungo with wondciful

iccuracv, and the hcav j hunting boomeung
quite possiblj had its evolution fiom this

foi m of simple throwing club

The stone axe, or tomalia«!, chisel, .nil

knife were wholly implements The knife

is stnctlv a saw, the teeth being founcd

with chips of flint let into i gioovc, md
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ins used chiefi. foi cutting up meit Hie

chisel supplemented the vi oik of the tonn

hiwk in the cutting out of canoes, the die n

ing and trimming of »pears and clubs A

rcmaikible lcscmblancc, not umelv m the
I

shipe but the colour of Hie «lone exes is

noticed throughout A letona lhc) nre not

pebbles to bo piel ed fiom c\cr\ beach The
diorite from which HICA ale nImo«t imán

abh made is ont) obtaine
I

in a few places
m \ letona Iheie 1« a well known blacks

qtnrrv at Mount A\ till
mi near Lancefield,

mother at Beinmbool Air AA* Alotfat s

I station in Hit Western dtstuct Hie old

qn-iir) «itc al Mount A*iilliam l an mteicst

ing phce 1 he little lnlloc! « of «tone chips

wheie bhel s squatted centurv nftcr cen

tmA fashioning and grinding their txes nie

«till dottel about the lull ide and the tribes

in that localiti wcic able to eau) on a trade

m stone axe that extended fu acro«s the

Minni into New South Wales bsuallv

the) aie not more than a pound in AA eight

but «pciirncns ime been found up to nearlA

51b IA Inch wcie no doubt intended to be

used like our axe with both hand« The

handle was alwavs lashed lound the stone

hend AA attie clematis oi an) supple sap
ling was split down the t-ntre then steamed

in the file, and when the lough bindle had

become so pliant that it could be doubled

about the head of the axe it was cemented

and lashed into position with gum and ten

don«

The blackfellow used lus tomahawk, for

«o man) puipo«es that it was seldom out of

his hand, but it AAas rareh, if CACI used in

fighting AA'hen we heat of men being



Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848 - 1957), Saturday 24 December 1910, page 6 (13)

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article10487310

Xiilla nulla« or untlvc club»,
Hometlmci. called waddles.

tom .hawked bj the blacl s it lnvinably
means that thev were clubbed the cut from

the sharpened edge of the club held sug

gestmg no doubt, in it» shape and effect a

tomalnwk wound

Moving generallj in small tube», with

perhips 30 able bodied fighters besides fiom

old men, women, and childicn, the blacks

lived in almost constant eninitj and fcai of

each other .put from the competition

for good hunting ground, tribal animosities

weic
1

ept alive bj super-titions, fomented
bv tlie Bangate, 01

' black doctors," who, as

with the /ulus and most other savage na
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with the /ulus and most other savage na

tions, earned humbug to extremes Thus

death via» ntelj i mumal occurience

ncarlv alwavs the icsult of a charm put upon

the victim bj an enemj in some othei tribe

lins led lo lcvengeful raids constant fight

ing and eveij device for quick and steilthj

retaliation tint abonginal ingenuity could

Higge-t Their gifts m hacking nie well

known In the mtciior of Austnlia, raid

ing blacks veij often vioie a shoe 01 =bppci
called the kooditcha lb was made of netted

fibre mil emu feathers matted logethci,

with is i finishing touch, a little blood

from the owners um The shoe left no

mirk on the gi ound-nothing that ev en the

keenest Hacker could follow Of the best
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Aliorlfi-iiul i h iel ti v l>o.lt

Himple nuil in a u imiiouml form,
Where they «en e <he rtonltlc

j>nri»oiie «£ a K h i old mid a throw-

ing Htlclc for npenrH.

trackers, it lias often been said that they

can follow anything on earth excepting a

bird or a black wearing the kooditcha.


