Dogon case-marking

This brief discussion focuses on the case-marking of subject, direct object, and dative categories. 
pronouns


Subject, object, and dative are morphologically distinguished in pronouns, except as noted below for subject and object pronominals in Tabi-Sarinyere.

The pronominal category (1Sg, 1Pl, 2Sg, 2Pl, 3Sg, 3Pl) of the subject is marked by a pronominal-subject suffix on the verb in main clauses, whether or not there is also an explicit subject NP, as in [person-HumanPl go-Perfective-3PlS] 'the people went'. In relative clauses, most languages have a participial or otherwise reduced verb form omitting this pronominal-subject suffix. If the head NP is subject of the clause, there is no problem. If the head NP is a non-subject NP, and the subject is pronominal, the subject is expressed by a preverbal subject pronominal: [stone.L 1SgS kick-Perf-Participle.Nonh the] 'the stone that I kicked'.


Direct-object pronominals are always preverbal. If the language has an Accusative morpheme (suffix or clitic), on which see below, this morpheme is used with pronouns as well as with nonpronominal NPs.

In Nanga, the Accusative suffix -N is "optional" with pronouns (as with nonpronominal NPs). However, the 1Sg pronoun (elsewhere /iiⁿ/, LH‑toned), has an irregular form /nji-N/ (LH-toned with the initial nasal L), and even when the -N is omitted (or inaudible) the form is always /nji/ in direct object function. This suggests that Nanga -N may be "virtually" present, in the minds of native speakers, even when inaudible (due to phonetic attrition).


In Jamsay and Tabi-Sarinyere there is no Accusative morpheme for either pronouns or nonpronominal NPs as direct objects. In Jamsay, direct-object pronouns are identical in form to independent pronouns (all H‑toned). They are distinguished by tone from the (L‑toned) preverbal subject pronominals used in relative clauses. In Tabi-Sarinyere, there is no difference in form between object pronominals and the preverbal subject pronominals used in relative clauses.

Pronominal datives are combinations of the pronoun and a Dative postposition (in several languages really a more general Oblique postposition). Several of the pronominal datives (particularly for 1st and 2nd person categories) may be morphologically irregular. See the separate discussion "Dogon adpositions" for details.
nonpronominal NPs


Subject NPs have no case-marking morphology in any Dogon language studied so far.

In some languages, direct-object NPs are optionally followed by an Accusative suffix or clitic. In other languages (Jamsay), there is no case-marking of objects, so there is no morphological distinction between subject and objects.


language
Accusative (after noun)
optional or obligatory?
a)
Beni
(ni (or reduced (n)
optional


Nanga
-N
optional


Najamba
gi (L-tone)
optional

b)
Jamsay
[none]
--

Tabi-Sarinyere
[none]
--

Dative NPs are PPs ending in the Dative postposition. In some languages this is really a general Oblique postposition. See separate discussion on "Dogon adpositions").

