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G DEATH OF MR. A. S. KENYON £
' stralia lost a notabl hig e il
Kookaburras in Haystacks . PM'F‘. .m.'(\lmafter a lengthy illnees;1 ngtl;:igsh}lyo;sedz;ltl I?llgiiler;bghenMMr. il | i £
Parrot. The Rare Grogu MR Rersidy 70 i, 18 14, 1943, | gl Rt
IS{ambow-b.ird as a Bee—e& | TN " - 196, 211 \lired Stephen Kenyon was born on December 7, 1867, at Homebush ‘
o Pgrrows in 1865 .. A U L T s 1D wwar Maryborough (Vic.), where his father, Alfred Henderson Kenyon, B e
wen Stanley Range. Across g é;; wul for some time a general store. Afterwards (in 1869) the father |
Perscosl B _ o e . (;"il%h]llbchi\(rlelfth?:lnf g;o;es at Bea%fort, Ararat, Stawell and Horsham. In Y
Cooper, L. W. (portrait) - B Tk it culmiate ulgeng for several years, cniiiihesenceps
» (POR L SR, . . ODD. LK) omnal drought which culminated in 1881, and the educational needs of his ROk
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mily directed him to Melbourne, where he started in business as hook-

o vid, and the 1 R ler, stationer, etc., at Bridge Road, Richmond.

Oqld- F ¢ V,» N Ot g Chanman .o .. * 104 212 \. S Keényon attended St. Stephen’s Grammar School, Richmond, and
Meissner or Meisn B o rer matriculating commenced the course for civil engineering at the
i\gggrg;zon,% (: . . opp. 10 ohourne University; but, accepting the opportunity of obtaining practical
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(\perience, i 1887 he entered the Public Works Department under Messrs.
 tochi and Catani. Next year he transferred as draftsman to the Victorian

Vi di E. Al B ﬁ E ]];:' \\ater Supply Department, and in 1898 was Assistant Engineer and m 1901
Reminiscences—C 178 191 E'a.mn‘ecr-m-Ch.arge of Town Supplies and New Proposals. In 19006
i Sydenham Inlet i L T hr. Cherry, Director of Agriculture, induced him to join his Department
- Tropics. Note: B 1 - lingineer of Agriculture, n ’WhICh active capacity he was employed in
| Vegetable Foods SEEEs . .. .. 1 - important task of developing the Central Mallee district, with its
i Verse: “Ap S 5 “cult problems of water supply and reclamation, clearing and cultivation

¢ n::wtion power. In‘ additign, lectures were given in all the agricultural
“ricts, and informative articles published in the Journal of Agriculture.
\t the re-organization of the Department in 1911, Mr. Kenyon was

2 ~winted as senior engineer to the State Rivers and Water Commission,
0> ~which his varied experience was invaluable. In 1932 followed appoint-

141 ot as Acting Commissioner, and shortly after as Commissioner.
h Lotirement from the Public Service (in 1935) directed his abundant
3 .wrey elsewhere. Having for some years been honorary Numismatist at
e * Public Library, he was appointed to take charge of the collection
114 -nanently and later to be Keeper of Antiquities. The present excellent
107 “Jition of these departments shows his thorough }mowlec}ge of the
183 Jiects, painstaking ability, and capacity for organization. His series of
L ires on both subjects were appreciated for their lucidity and wealth

ey ~ mformation.

In the subject of Ethnology Mr. Kenyon was an undoubted expert,

e through his outdoor work over so extensive an area in forest, plain,
1 desert. met and studied the aborigines and the remains of the Stone
in Australia closely and intelligently, and with an ntuition that was
v arkable. In the comparison and relation of stone artefacts from all
i« of the world, and in all ages to the present, his arrangement 1s most
Cminating.  In this subject also he gave many striking lectures and
1¢ informative articles. :
i« knowledge of the physiography, geography and natural features od
oria was comprehensive, especially so 1n regard to the Mallee an

\lurray River and its affluents, his keen observation being shown lm
Imowledge of the geology, flora and fauna of the country, on which he
| always give first-hand information as a ﬁeld. natprahst. -
\. 2« member of the Historical Society of Victoria for more th?lltl
. he devoted much time to the study and cpmpﬂahqn of the lél(b(;or);
\'ictoria, more particularly of the pastoral period from. '1834ht0 lbl)'s'hgd
"1 he made a comprehensive survey. With Mr. R. V. Billis he publish¢

es Newe (1930) and Pastoral Pioneers of Port Phillip (1932), whilst
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T'he Story of the Mallee (1914-15) vividly and completely presents tha:

remarkable area. In these works 1s a reliable and enduring record (i the

it POISONING BY EUCALYPTS
pastoral pioneers. For some

years Mr. Kenyon, alternatively with )| 4 Considerable attention is now being directed to the presence of hydrocyanic
E?bl::".ygave monthly lectu es on Australian history at the Melbourne Prti\.l(u, ! .id (HCN) 1n poisonous amounts in various plants. Many species of both

wild and cultivated plants in Australia are capable in certain circumstances
developing hydrocyanic acid, also called prussic acid, which is highly

«1sONOUS. :

" The quantity of poison that can be formed in plants may vary considerably

+ith the stage -of growth, climatic conditions, and soil. In general, mature

slants contain a much smaller percentage of potential acid than do young :

oants. James F. Couch, an American chemist, has shown that sorghums

M r:q Kenyon also published short histories or annals of places, sy, ..
: +b2 tory of Mel vourne, 1he Story of Awustralia, Heidelberg, the (i, ..
Streams, also of Swan |
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, Kowree, etc. He also, as one of the Histor .
ne Centenary Celebrations, collaborated with Mc..;.
ory 1r Mr.Kenyon was on the Comnmty,
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e abva  am : rown 1 warmer Southern Sta ! : '
Or many years, and occupied for two years cu | Ve linsc;nmtuchhe as those grown ’farsthetres ngfthAn’i?l:;cieE?: : fn(;t tﬁmil?fr%ed iy
of President, Hon. Secretary, and Editor. ’ —h ' n 1or the difference,

. .tates, is probably climatic; but little is known about the exact causes of
.« formation of the poisonous acid in this case.

[ucalyptus cladocalyx, F.v.M. (Sugar Gum) has often been the cause
. many deaths 1 all classes of stock, especially when the trees are lopped

mentioned he contributed many articles, historics!

4%«; he Press and magazines, and lecturid |

’.

many societies and clubs of cultur.

C. Kenyon L R Rt A g , .+ windbreaks. Both juvenile and mature leaves have been found to be |
haracter 1l @ ch he gave some official service and help. Of thew | .ic. As in most cyanogenetic plants, the young leaves contain the highest |
av be mentioned th Naturalists’ Club of Victoria, the Anthropologi.

.oreentage of HCN. The Poison Plants Committee of N.S.W. gives the

results  of extgnsive experimental and practical work on the subject. i
. mnemore, Reichard and Large have isolated a glucoside which they i
]
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(Aust.), of each of which he wi
11Ch % ok part WeEre the AUStralian .
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r the ﬁ\& gement of Science, the Society |

d
o

E e . & Jdontified as a prunasin previously found in other plants. Fresh suckers
of Victoria, the Australasian Institu Oclded 0-599% HCN.
y kindred societies 1n the other Stai.  Lucalyptus viminalis, Lab. (Manna Gum), has been suspected by me as |
agction.© - : i | . cause of deaths in Koalas, especially after fire and other periods of
Alexandrina Leontine Delepinc. wii ok erowth when HCN is likely to develop. Finnemore, Reichard and |
- (Mrs. O. C. Tyrer), the devoted nee tested leaves collected from Braidwood, N.S.W., and got a negative |
double loss. Sy ‘ caction. Other samples of adult and juvenile leaves from the different
Public Service of Victoriu. .alities gave positive reaction and yielded 0-09% HCN.
1setul ”i::, nstitutions, - In my opinion the chief causes and periods of development of HCN are:
characterized _by full knowlcdae 1) after fire, (2) after drought followed by rain, (3) after a very cold |
and efhciency, ensg%’.m h"‘ . ap. (4) worked-out soil, (5) soils deficient in lime, (6) plants that have |
~ dismayed by no dihcuit “vonnjured.
jith a keen sense of hunour e Jtimber of Eucalyptus hemiphloia (Grey Box) and E. maculata
ge, @nCY?lol)ed"f Ny ~ootied Gum) are suspected of causing skin irritation i bushworkers
1 supplying with facil | wawmillers.
to enquirers over a il P. F. Morris, National Herbarium.
tic considere Nons o
118 | red opim
approachable and FRepotisii ‘he note in last month’s issue enquiring whether the foliage of the
and understanding outlook . BB . .r Gum is injurious to goats reminds me that this gum, Eucalyptus :
y wide circle Of friends ' calva. is definitely classed as a poison tree—young and old foliage
alitv. valued his acquamti R cz{rr;ring HCN. Fatalities are more common among stock during :
........ muty. | L gt : |
© to the Heidelberg Cemetery, W‘,“"“-f | [he tcarliest record goes back to 1908. In 1929 at Alleena, n New South :
" C. Harland (Presbyterian) 1 t: S\ | . o horse and a cow were poisoned. In Deniliquin in 1935 sheep and '
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1l¢ were killed after eating the lopped foliage. In 1930 a flock of sheep

1 red severely at Narrandera and 80 of the animals died.

Yeords of the Poison Plants Committee of New South Wales show

«ming of sheep, cattle and horses, but goats are not mentioned. From
to July seems to be the danger period.

Oiher Eucalypts are known at times to contain poison 1in the folia;)gel;
~ instance, the aborigines would throw branches of the Coolaba

UAY, irrotheca) into water in order to poison fish.
vptus microtheca) Ay

 F.N.C. will s ize warmly with Mr. and Mrs. ' .
i mionths, at the age of 21 years. M. ©o ~
e A.LF.) had been married less than one year.




