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IS IT POSSIBLE?

An ethical investment fund ...
Which grows trees, builds houses for people,

empowers employees to own their workplace,
creates recycling,

and pays a high return,
and you can invest as little as $1,000.

THE AUGUST
INVESTMENTS MANAGE

Investing for the future has
always been thought a sound idea. Now it
is possible through the August Invest-
ments Managed Trust to influence the
future society and environment we leave
for our children and grandchildren.

Investment can only be made on the application
attached to the prospectus available from the Trust

Manager or your ethical investment advisor.

TO: The Trust Manager
Directed Financial Management Limited
P.O. Box 520
Broadwav, NSW 2007.

Please ;L'11,1 a prospectus for The August Investments Managed Trust to:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

-,6441 POSTCODE
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The editors and staff of
Journey wish all our

readers Grace and Peace
this Christmas.
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GUEST EDITORIAL
by LANCE ARMSTRONG

"The World and all that is in it belongs to the Lord;
the earth and all who live on it are his" (Psalm 24:1).

Here we find the psalmist expressing a conviction
that is shared by all Christians God is the creator and
owner of all things. That is why Christians call him
"Lord".

A lord is one who rules. However, THE Lord is not a
harsh, arbitrary dictator. Rather, he is more like a loving
Father, who is passionately concerned for the welfare of
all his children.

This is expressed in the Christian conviction that God
is one who enters history, offering guidance, hope and
salvation through Abraham, Moses, the prophets and
Jesus.

Subjects are supposed to obey their Lord, as children
are expected to obey their father. God, however, does
not want to MAKE us obey him. Rather, he would prefer
us to return his love and, in so doing, CHOOSE to do his
bidding.

But what does the Lord require of us?
"... to do what is just, to show constant love, and to

live in humble fellowship with (him)" - Micah 6:8.
Living in humble fellowship with God, however,

should not be equated with a pietistic attitude. Essen-
tially, this is to do with acknowledging our dependence
on God and choosing to do his will.

God's will is embodied in the call for justice, which is
so central to the Biblical witness that its establishment
cannot be considered as being an optional extra for
Christians. Indeed, living and working for justice is in-
tegral to the life of faith.

It is no coincidence that the Old Testament prophets
invariably link righteousness (living in a right relation-
ship with God) and justice together.

Correspondingly, in the Biblical understanding, love
without justice is not love at all.

This call for justice, however, is not limited to the
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The Earth Is The Lord's
world of human beings. As the psalmist has said, all
things in the earth and living on the earth belong to
God. Thus, we are required to treat the whole of Crea-
tion with dignity and respect.

We human beings, however, have not done that. Like
Adam, we have arrogantly sought to live independently
from God, the source of our being and spiritual survival.
We have treated the rest of Creation as if We are its
owners, and we have trusted in human technology to
save us from disaster.

In so doing, we have acted unjustly towards the
whole of Creation. As a species, we have feverishly
sought to raise our material standard of living, regard-
less of the degradation this has inflicted on to the
natural environment God's other creatures.

As individuals, and as smaller sub-groups of the
human race, our materialism has caused us to treat our
brothers and sisters unjustly with 20% of the world's
population consuming 80% of its resources.

It is false, of course, to separate justice and environ-
mental issues, for they are intimately intertwined. Take,
for example, the wholesale destruction of the rainforests
in Sarawak, Malaysia.

The motive is greed, the utilisation of the product is
often trivial and wasteful, and the end result in human
terms is tragically unjust.

The greed is to be found in the international forestry
companies and the corrupt officials in Malaysia, who
simply want to make a "fast buck".

The triviality is to be seen in the way these forests are
being turned, among other things, into disposable
chopsticks for the Japanese market now arguably the
most wasteful society in the world.

The tragic human dimension is to be seen in the dispos-
sessed tribal Penan people, who are losing the basis for
their culture and the source of their livelihood namely
the forests. Having been re-settled as urban fringe dwellers
these people are now experiencing lives that are disorien-
tated, poverty stricken and without hope.

Continued page 49>



Actions speak louder
than apologies
I write to assure your readers that

the Assembly is taking positive action
over the needs of the people at
Mapoon in North Queensland.

Letters published in your October
and November issues declared that
the apology of the Church is not
enough. The Assembly Standing
Committee agrees.
The Assembly is looking to gather

funds to provide a four-wheel drive
vehicle for families who have shifted
back to Mapoon; the nearest store is
two-and-a-half hours away. It also
aims to help to fund the building of a
new church and church flat at
Mapoon.
We hope that we can find these

funds without having to make a
general appeal to church members,
but if such an appeal becomes neces-
sary the Assembly has already
authorised it. We are also pursuing
the possibility of work parties, jointly
organised by the Uniting Aboriginal
and Islander Christian Congress and
the Joint Board of Christian Educa-
tion, to help rebuild facilities at
Mapoon.

The UAICC is well aware of the
needs of Mapoon's people, and
within the financial constraints
under which it operates it is working
to help the people overcome their
many problems.

Please be assured that the Assembly
will not let the matter rest with a
mere apology.

Rev Gregor Henderson,
General Secretary, UC Assembly.

Take Christ out
of Christmas
Many years ago churches promoted

the slogan "Put Christ Back Into
Xmas".

The time has surely come to "take
Christ out of Christmas".

Let us vacate the commercial stable
and leave an empty manger.

Let the churches select a new place
in the ecclesiastical calendar for the
birth of Jesus. If we have Pentecost
and Trinity Sundays, why not an In-
carnation Sunday?

If Christians would celebrate the
Word becoming flesh, let's try some

time other than the crazy commercial
season.

Let us take Christ out of Christmas.
Tim O'Dwyer,

Macgregor, Q1d.

Concern over threats to
hospital chaplaincy

I am very concerned by the
threatened reduction in staff and as-
sociated problems with chaplaincy
services to hospitals in Queensland.
A number of studies have shown

that hospitalisation is often a time of
stress as well as a time of re-evalua-
tion of life's achievements and goals.
For these reasons, and others, Hospi-
tal Chaplaincy deserves a high
priority for funding.
There is already a shortage of hospi-

tal chaplaincy staff. In Brisbane
hospitals, for example, the case-load
for many hospital chaplains seems
overwhelming compared with other
health professionals.
The situation for hospital chaplain-

cy seems critical. There is an urgent
need for a review of the organisation
of hospital chaplaincy services in this
state and substantial support from
the people and officers of the Church.

Peter J. Ravenscroft,
Hawthorne, Qld.

An open letter
to Simon Moglia

Dear Simon,
Thank you for your courage and in-

tegrity in 'coming out' to the South
Australian Synod. We've not read
your article but the comments in let-
ters in Journey are enough to make it
clear that you have struggled to un-
derstand and live the gospel. This
struggle is similar to our own mem-
bers of Cross Section and to many
thousands of others within the Unit-
ing Church.

Cross Section is a support organisa-
tion for gay men and lesbians and
their friends within the Uniting
Church, and each of us has a story to
tell of our experience of the grace of
God. It saddens us that many people
in our situation have been hurt by a
'gospel' which says "our acceptance
by God is dependent on obeying
every letter of the law (assuming we
can all agree Continued page 6 »-

LETTERS
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It's that time of year again. That is,
when editors pretend its actually
three weeks from today and wish
their readership a happy and
meaningful Christmas.

It's also the time when we finish
the December edition and realise,
with a huge sigh of relief, that the
next deadline is two months
away, instead of one. You've no
idea what a difference that
makes to our state of mind over
Christmas!

It's also traditionally a time of
looking forward to good things
that will happen next year.
There's no shortage of excite-
ment when we look at the events
Australian Christians have
planned in 1991. The National
Christian Youth Convention in
January, the World Council of
Churches 7th Assembly in
February, the triennial Uniting
Church Assembly in July. The
journalists are licking their lips
with anticipation.

But for Journey, the future is un-
certain. Decisions made at the
NSW Synod in October will mean
a change in format over the next
year for Journey. That's all we
can tell you at this stage it will
be early next year before things
are clear. The staff of Journey has
valued your support throughout
1990. Thanks, see you in 1991.

Andrew Demack
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LETTERS
From page S
on what the law is)." We proclaim the
gospel of liberation the word that
says "the sin we need to repent is that
of doubting our complete and joyful
acceptance by God."
There are many people who, listen-

ing to the voice of the Uniting
Church, do not hear the gospel. They
hear instead that God doesn't like
you if you are: divorced, alcoholic, if
you gamble, or have an abortion, if
you don't go to church often enough
or neatly enough, if you are not mid-
dle class, if you are psychiatrically ill,
if you are homosexual, if you are
female, if you have the wrong job, the
wrong skin colour, wrong language or
culture, or if you use drugs.

We have been encouraged by your
act of breaking the silence, and look
forward to more open and searching
exploration of the renewing activity
of God in the lives of people of all
sorts. This activity has never and will
never be fully understood.

Elizabeth Ramage and Des Perry,
on behalf of Cross Section.

Fervour for Christian
principles 'admirable'

As I read the letter 'Repent and sin
no more' (October Journey), I

wondered what letters to the editor
would have been like at the turn of
the century, when "the devil's
children" left handers were
being debated. What do we do when
research is showing that
homosexuality is an identity given at
birth or shortly thereafter?

Such fervour for Christian principles
in this October letter is, however,
commendable. I trust the same fer-
vour applies when it comes to loving
as Christ loved with the kind of
love that attracts sinners. I wonder
how many parishes can boast that the
homosexuals among them can say
they feel loved.

Elizabeth Teece,
Enmore, NSW.

On tongues
For a long time now it has come to

my attention we don't need wars to
destroy one another, we don't even
need a weapon. We all have a weapon
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which when used in the wrong way
can completely destroy a persons life.
It can be so sharp it can cut a person
to pieces in a minute. What is this
weapon that is so powerful it is
none other then the tongue.

How often have we said "I'm going
to tell him/her exactly what I think of
them, who do they think they are"
we go ahead and give them a piece of
our mind and feel very proud of our-
selves for doing it, but what have our
words of anger done to that person,
how have they hurt.

We have often heard it said "Your
know exactly where you stand with
that person, they tell you straight off
the shoulder, they don't muck
around, you know exactly what they
think", but at what price to another
human being?

Stop and think, can you remember
someone saying something to you
that has affected your life. How often
have we said or heard people say to
children or to one another, "You will
never amount to anything". "You are
just plain lazy and no good". "You're
just like your father/mother, stupid".
You put on a couple of stone and
people say "Gee you're putting on the
weight" so you dive for the diet books
and pills while your self esteem dives
down. "Sit down and be quiet, you
don't know what you're saying", so
you sit and in the end you find it very
hard to talk to people. "You have no
talent, you wouldn't know how to do
anything if you tried" so you just
don't try, the list just goes on and on.

I have a saying that goes "It's better
to build children then to repair
adults". Does it really hurt us to say
"Look, we are proud of you, it doesn't
worry us if you never become impor-
tant so long as you are happy, we love
you for you."

Does it take more time to encourage
someone than to pull them down, we
are so ready to take someone down
and so slow to PRAISE them.

So next time before we say some-
thing hurtful let us stop and think
"how would I feel if that was said to
me". We get so angry about the
violence in the world and yet every
second every day someone is being
destroyed by a word of anger or
malice.

Kathy Wallis,
Neranwood, Qld.

Dangers of alcohol
It has come to my attention that the

South Australian Synod has recently
described alcohol as "a gift of God's
creation which may be accepted and
enjoyed with thanksgiving."

In Australia, one in every five deaths
were estimated to be caused by drugs
in 1986. Alcohol is responsible for the
majority of drug-caused deaths in
young persons (73 per cent in the 15-
34 age group).

Alcohol is by far the most socially
disruptive drug of all. It is responsible
for 54 per cent of separations and
lengths of stay for drug-caused condi-
tions in hospitals.

When we consider that government
revenue from alcohol is $2.8 billion,
which with tobacco represents about
five percent of total revenue, it is clear
that the government has become
heavily involved with the two 'best
selling drugs'. When we also consider
that alcohol was a factor in half of all
traffic fatalities, a third of homicides,
and a fifth of suicides, it is also clear
that our society pays an immense
price in the costs of alcohol-induced
conditions, as well as in human
misery and family dislocation.
I think we may be forgiven for

thinking that the statement of the
South Australian UC is most unfor-
tunate. In logic the same statement
could be made about heroin, which is
derived from the poppy and is also a
'gift of God's creation'.

Instead of granting its imprimatur
to the consumption of alcohol, the
Church should proclaim its dangers.

It is salutary to realise that it is in
the family context that most children
are introduced to drug-taking be-
haviour, particularly with regard to
alcohol. Drug use is a learned be-
haviour. People in the church who
favour the consumption of alcohol
must realise that they are the role
models for their children. On the
other hand, the family is also where
the Church has a great deal of in-
fluence. The community of Chris-
tians with a raft of connections in
family care groups, schools, political
parties, social bodies, business and
the civil service can be a powerful in-
fluence on the opinion makers in the
community.

John Purches,
Seaforth, NSW



What do your parents get
up to behinsur back?

Parents, being parents, don't always
like to admit they're not coping as well
as they have in the past.

So your elderly mother probably
won't mention that she rarely prepares
a proper meal, because shopping is
becoming a burden. Or that she is
becoming a little unsteady on her feet.

And you may only find out when it's
too late.

Which is why it's worth talking to
your parents about "The Gandel
Alternatives."

They will discover renewed comfort
and security living in a luxurious, fully
serviced apartment.

And you'll find peace of mind
knowing they're professionally cared
for by our friendly, supportive staff.

In addition to meals and domestic
chores being taken care
of, nursing assistance is
also available twenty-
four hours a day.

So no matter what
your parents get up to,

THE GANDEL ALTERNATIVES

they'll always have someone to fall
back on.

Pittwater Palms Retirement Village,
82 Avalon Parade, Avalon 2107. Phone
918 9000. Fernbank Retirement Village,
Fernbank St. Ives, 2-8 Kitchener Street,
Cnr Mona Vale Road, St. Ives 2057.

Phone 449 8266.
Mosman Grove
Retirement Village, Cnr
Ourimbah Road and
Brady Street, Mosman
2088. Phone 960 3577.

Ro ss Bing Swallow 5448
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COVER STORY

Children: A faith to look up to ...
The National Consultation on Ministry

with Children was the spur for the focus on
children in this edition of Journey.

Circumstances conspired against us to
prevent Journey's coverage of the
consultation, however, and our article has
been delayed until February.

Comfortable, together and relaxed
children and adults in worship
Bellingen is natural,
non-contrived and
inter-generational

By MARK HILLIS

Walking
into the church

building I was greeted by a
teenage boy. He took my name
and introduced me to some people
of my own age. The same boy later
brought me a card with my name
on it and invited me to pin it on if
I wished. As I did, others intro-
duced themselves in readiness for
the service of worship which was
to commence at 9.30am.

There was a choice of seating:
individual chairs, or large scatter
cushions on the brown-carpeted
floor. I chose a chair. There were
at least 70 young people and
adults together in the building,
some on chairs, others on the
floor.

For the next 45 minutes we
were led in an act of worship by
children and adults who were ob-
viously comfortable with each
other, relaxed, and yet quietly

8 JOURNEY, DECEMBER 1990

authoritative. For example, the
10-year-old girl who introduced
an activity with a Bible verse:

"Mr W," she said to one of the
adults at the back of the group,
"I'd like you to help me with this,
please ..." At the conclusion of
this worship time, the people
gathered into smaller learning
groups some in the same build-
ing, others in adjoining rooms, or
outside. There were discussion
groups and classes formed around
Living Faith materials and other
study resources. I was invited to
join one of the adult learning
groups.

One of the adults in this group
told me how he came to be there.
For some time he had been drop-
ping his children off at the 'Sun-
day school'. After several Sundays
he began to wait around for the
children instead of driving home,
and would spend this time talking
with other parents. These parents
eventually decided to stay for a
time of worship and learning
themselves. No one could tell me
precisely how it all began, but for
the man I was speaking with it be-
came the way to a new-found faith
for himself as well as his family.

Mark Hillis and Arthur Pearce discuss
ministry with children, a topic we are sure
has far broader implications for Journey's
future than just these two articles.

NSW Moderator Bruce Irvine relates an
exciting story from Kiama, and David Busch
interviews children's singer Peter Combe.

For me, as an education officer
in the NSW synod, it was great to
see, there in Bellingen, a natural
and non-contrived example of in-
tergenerational worship and
learning.

It happens elsewhere, too. Yet,
most often, in my experience,
during special events through
which we discover the richness of
each other's gifts and insight
across the age groups. Special
events, however, don't necessarily
change regular patterns of wor-
ship.

I have worked with parishes
and congregations who have
proved to themselves year after
year that the gifts of leadership
and the fruits of learning are
available to all. The children and
adults who together lead prayers
and singing, or who prepare a
dramatic illustration, are relieved
to discover that their involve-
ment does not have to be a
'performance' or a cute display.
This is the pathway to change:
getting used to being together
more often, and encouraging the
genuine acts of worship which
arise from these times.



Working alongside kids
Rev Arthur Pearce has been

working on programs for
children's ministry over the past
four years. Queensland will lose
him to NSW in January so
Journey asked him to share
some of his reflections on
working with kids.

"How did I get involved
in children's ministry?

I guess it all began when I was a kid
in the church. I didn't think much of
it ... having to wear uncomfortable
clothes, a tie, lace up shoes in summer
and listening to long sermons, and what seemed like
longer prayers. I took more notice of what Sunday
School teachers were, rather than what they taught.

As a Sunday School teacher:
When I was 17 the Sunday School Superintendent

said: "We want you to be a Sunday School teacher,
Arthur," as I arrive late to the senior Sunday School
class. "Here are your books and there is your class,"
he said as he steered me towards a group of wild-eyed
10-year-old boys. I was ready neither personally or
emotionally, but I hung in there for several years. I

COVER STORY

don't think I taught them much as far as book learn-
ing went, but some relationships were formed.

I never attended a teacher training event until I
was in my mid-twenties. It was a case of "teaching as
you were taught" which sometimes worked and
sometimes didn't. During this time I came to the
conclusion that teaching children about the Chris-
tian faith is not just about feeding ideas into their
minds. Some of the best lessons I taught were when
we got to talk about real life rather than just the
theoretical side of Christianity.

Understanding Children:
All this began to make much more

sense when I began studies towards
the ordained ministry. I learned and
was excited by theories of child
development. I believe the Joint Board
of Christian Education's "Christian
Life Curriculum" was the best we've
ever had.

It took child development seriously
and sought to teach Christianity in
creative ways which addressed the
whole person. But many people in the
church couldn't handle it. "I gave it
away," said one disgruntled teacher of
a senior youth class in a church where
I was minister, "because it wanted me
to talk about sex with the young
people." Continued page 100-
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COVER STORY
Children in Worship:

I have always tried to make at
least some of Sunday worship
meaningful for the children who
attend. I became dissatisfied early
in my ministry with the kind of
"children's address" which
moralises Christianity and which
the kids often don't understand.
It is so easy to get laughs out of
children in worship, but I don't
think that's what Jesus meant
when he said "Let the children
come to me and do not hinder
them".

One of the biggest milestones
came for me when Stan Stewart's
report on "The Child in the
Church" was released in the early
70's. I can remember working on
the implications of the report
with a group of people in the
parish where I was minister. We
decided it wasn't good enough
just to have children in worship
... the nitty-gritty was including
those kids in what went on there.

Will Our Children
Have Faith?

I guess the greatest single
stimulus to my thinking and
development in the area of minis-
try with children was the visit of
John Westerhoff to Australia in
1980. Westerhoff, described by
some as a "pesky prophet" really
helped me to focus upon the total
influence of the faith community
in helping children grow into
faith. For Westerhoff, the big
issue is giving children meaning-
ful involvement in the total life of
the "community of faith".

This is something I have
strongly promoted, (and I hope
modelled), during my eleven
years as a Christian Education Of-
ficer. It is something I will con-
tinue to advocate as I move on
into another aspect of ministry.

One of the rewarding and ex-
citing ways I have participated in
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Kiama kids cause of excitement
By NSW Moderator,

BRUCE IRVINE

Already,
in my first month of

office, I have discovered excit-
ing things God is doing in the
church. One of these is the Kiama
Kids' Club.

Five years ago, Kiama's Sunday
School was in the doldrums. Only a
handful of children turned up each
Sunday. Teachers were frustrated.

The elders consulted with a
children's crusade organisation
who gave them a lot of good ideas.
This group emphasised to the
elders the importance of regularly
challenging children to "make a
decision for Christ" in order to
bring about the required change in
their lives.

In a painful but deliberate
decision, the elders decided to close
the Sunday School and begin a
weekday Kids' Club, with quite a
different emphasis. The decision
was painful because the elders had
to choose between an approach of

the advocacy of children's invol-
vement in worship is through
working with a dedicated team at
national level in producing publi-
cations such as "Living Faith and
the National Policy on Children's
Ministry."

There is still much to do, but I
believe "the best is still to come."

The Action Today:
Camping, the inclusion of

children in worship, and Kid's
Clubs are three areas where great
things are being done. There is
the potential for more to be done

for a tremendous increase in
ministry with children. Sunday
schools are going through a dif-
ficult patch, but again there is

'pressure for decisions' or 'compas-
sion and community', with an oc-
casional challenge.

Four years down the track, 100
children of all denominations (and
none) arrive at the Kiama UC at four
o'clock each Thursday afternoon.
They have half an hour of games,
then some afternoon tea. Music
and story time based on Living
Faith material follows. An evening
meal is served, and the children
then participate in all sorts of craft
a ctivi ti es .

Each school term, some 50
adults are involved in various ways.
Each adult knows his or her con-
tribution is vitally important, be it
leading worship, setting up tables,
or showing a child how to hold a
hammer.

The children have fun and dis-
cover that these adults are real
people, who love them. They are
still challenged to think about faith
issues, but this is not the dominant
agenda.

What is dominant is love.

great potential for outreach and
nurture.

I believe children's ministry
like no other ministry has the
potential to reach out into the
community. But leaders and
teachers have to be prepared to
grow. The issues of child abuse,
family breakdown, poverty and
AIDS cannot be ignored. Our
ministry with children must seek
to address these issues and the
needs they create in the lives of
people of all ages.

Ministry with children is not
just doing nice things with cute
kids. It's about being there with
them and about letting them
minister to us ... if only we will let
them.



COVER STORY

Calypso rhythms replacing
Rudolph in Combe's carols

By DAVID BUSCH

Listen
carefully to what your

children are singing this
Christmas. Rudolph, herald an-
gels, bells that jingle, and first
noels could be replaced with a
calypso song about the inn-
keeper's lament ("sorry, we're
chock-a-block").., an action song
where everybody says "ping" ...
catchy tunes conveying seasonal
greetings ... or nativity ballads to
swing, rock and an assortment of
other rhythms.

The new arrivals come from
the pen of Adelaide's Peter
Combe star of ABC Radio's
"Ticklepot" and of numerous
ABC-TV video clips, who, with
five top-selling albums in eight
years, is arguably Australia's most
popular children's song-writer.

Combe shuns the patronising
pattern of simple tunes and nurs-
ery rhyme lyrics that traditionally
has passed as children's music.
His songs are as carefully crafted
and skilfully engineered as those
targeted at more mature audien-
ces, and the recipe has paid off
with over 200,000 records sold.

His
sixth release, "Christmas

Album", contains 16 new
songs for the festive season.
They're all Combe originals,
stamped with his inimitable com-
bination of talent and exuberance.

The album has been released
by ABC Records to coincide with
Peter Combe's National Christ-
mas Tour, involving over fifty
concerts in all states over Novem-

Peter Combe ... "Christmas speaks to my own optimistic nature."

ber-December.
The first reaction of those who

know of Combe's zany bent
through albums (and video clips)
of the likes of "Toffee Apple",
"Spaghetti Bolognaise", "News-
paper Mama" and "Chopsticks",
could be to fear for the safety of
something as sacred as Christmas
in The hands of such an artist.

Will the birth of Christ emerge

unscathed, or will it join Humpty-
Dumpty, computer games, wobb-
ly front teeth and grass-munch-
ing sheep as a subject of musical
frivolity or engaging parody?

The truth is, Combe professes a
deep love and respect for
Christmas and to that extent, he
says, this album represents a
serious side to him that has not

Continued page 12>
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Combe's carol
From page 11

emerged previously.
"Christmas is a very special

time of year for me," he says. "It's
a time to take stock of things, to
look at what's important in my
life, review what I'm doing.

"Almost all people even
those who say they're not
religious are affected by
Christmas in some way, through
the way they celebrate it or what
it represents.

"I love all the traditions as-
sociated with Christmas, but it's
also the optimism and hope that
speaks to my own optimistic na-
ture."

That optimism and hope arise
from the story of Jesus' birth, a
story which Combe regards with
reverence. Eight song on the
"Christmas Album" substantially
recount the nativity narratives.

"The birth of Jesus and what it
represents gives rise to the season
of hope and optimism for the
world which Christmas is," he
says but he shies away from ex-
pounding further on his theology
of Christmas.

"I don't believe it's totally ex-
plainable there's a sense of
mystery and awe at the heart of
Christmas which I think ought to
be left to speak for itself."

Combe
was raised in an active

Methodist family his
parents are now involved at
Beaumont UC in Adelaide and
says while he no longer attends
church "it doesn't stop me having
strong feelings about God."

"I strongly believe In some-
thing else apart from what we can
see around us it can be found
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WIN
'I suppose I'm more
agnostic in my
feelings about Easter

you can really only
look at Easter through
fairly religious eyes.'

in nature, in beauty, in people.
People can call it what they like;
I'm happy to call it God."

He acknowledges that having
released a Christmas album, and
having appeared in the national-
ly-televised Carols by Candlelight
in Sydney last year, there is the
danger that people will see him as
something he is not "either a
fundamentalist Christian or a
secular person who regards
Christmas as merely a time of fun,
neither of which is true".

He has two hopes for the
album "that it be seen as ex-
pressing the tremendous op-
timism I feel about Christmas,
and that children and families
allow some of these songs to take
their place among the more tradi-
tional Christmas music."

There is little doubt that the
latter will happen.

The catchy opening song,
"Happy Christmas To You", is
receiving airplay on ABC-TV as a

video-clip and can be heard in
schoolyards. At least three others
are outstanding "Rejoice,
Rejoice", "Tell Me The Story" and
"Christmas Eve" as are two
which have appeared on earlier
records and are repeated here -

"Fear Not For I" and "0 Little
One".

The
overall variety of styles and

themes and the excellent
presentation involving 14
musicians, six children's choirs
and other back-up vocalists
places this album firmly in the pat-
tern of his earlier successes.

Combe's future plans include a
televised concert, a children's
musical, a live album, a tour of
the USA, and overseas releases of
his material.

He will also be represented in
the new book of children's songs
being compiled for he Joint Board
of Christian Education, to be
called "God Gives 3".

But the future is unlikely to in-
clude any follow-up to the
Christmas theme with, say, an
Easter album even though
theologians might argue that the
one only makes sense because of
the other.

"I suppose I'm more agnostic
in my feelings about Easter you
can really only look at Easter
through fairly religious eyes," he
says.

"You couldn't do it without
pigeon holing yourself. I would
be labelled as a religious
children's song-writer.

"There isn't much at Easter to
be funny or light about, and I
couldn't manufacture the same
depth of feeling for Easter that I
have for Christmas."



What are they all going to
do in Canberra, anyway?

Agroup
of Christians sits

down together in Canberra,
Australia. It's as close as you'll get
to a delegation from the world
Church. While they meet God
forbid war rages in the Persian
Gulf.

What do they do?
World Council of Churches As-

semblies happen in particular
places at particular times. And
though the principles of the
ecumenical movement may ap-
pear substantially unchanged
since the first shebang in Amster-
dam, 1948, that Assembly is
remembered for chilly exchanges
which accompanied the escalat-
ing 'cold' war between east and
west. Times do change.

It's also worth noting the ex-
clusive theme of that gathering:
'Man's Disorder and God's
Design' something a sociologi-
cally sounder WCC might wish it
could rephrase.

But if world affairs come
February are guesswork, some of
the key questions for the Assemb-
ly are not so hard to predict. Sym-
bolised by the souveniring of the
Berlin Wall, the substantial chan-
ges in Eastern Europe will offer
the meeting plenty to grapple
with.

Does the gospel's 'freedom'
translate into 'free market'? Do
we welcome our comrades into
the oppressions of greed,
materialism and inequity?

Along with its first self-made
millionaires, Eastern Europe will
now accommodate sharp jumps
in job loss and cost of living. It is
the churches who will largely

soak up the social fall-out. Yet the
same churches will want to af-
firm, with the rest of the world,
the victory of hope that produced
new democracy.

A guide for Assembly par-
ticipants, the WCC publication
Resources for Sections puts the
churches' consideration this way:
"We cannot run away from the
reality of poverty, yet the chur-
ches are fast becoming part of the
culture of consumerism."

Once voices of independence
and catalysts for change, will East-
ern Europe's churches now buy
into the system, and enjoy the
comforts of compromise?

Many
in Australia seem

troubled by their churches'
apparent self interest in the use
and accumulation of resources.
They are not alone. Under the sub-
theme 'Giver of Life Sustain
Your Creation', the WCC will
challenge its member churches to
review the use of money, property,
etc, "in order to adopt life-sustain-
ing practices." That may mean in-
vestments which require steps in
faith, rather than cold-blooded

NEWS

analysis of security and guaran-
teed returns.

This self analysis will overlap
into a second sub-theme: 'Spirit of
Truth Set us Free'. How can the
church announce liberation in
Christ unless it presents the
"necessary credentials"?

Sustenance of creation will
naturally lead the Assembly to
consider pollution, land degrada-
tion, the greenhouse effect, and
so on. But to these another issue
must be added which places this
meeting firmly in the '90s
genetic engineering. "The
capacity to manipulate directly
the very building blocks of life"
presents an ethical double edge
the promise of benefits to agricul-
ture and disease prevention, as
against a frightening potential for
manipulation and control. VVhat
should the Church be saying to
governments and the scientific
community?

As it listens to the 'spirit of
truth', the WCC itself replete
with electronic communications
whiz-bangery will consider the
effects of a new 'cultural
environment', largely established
through mass media. Controlled
by monopolies, the media in-
dustry has largely ignored the
'cultural rights' of many nations
and regions, such as the Arab
world. Should the Church sup-
port alternative media, push for
restrictive legislation, buy its own
network?

Two historically oppressed
groups women and indigenous
people will warrant special
focus. Sponsors of a decade of

Continued page 14>
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A moment ofsuspense at WCC opening

There'll
be a moment of suspense for World Coun-

cil of Churches representatives who approach the
worship tent where the WCC Assembly begins in
February: will they be allowed in?

The answer to that question will be made from the
front stage of the tent, where, already seated,
Aboriginal elders and clergy will consider the request,
carried to them on a message stick.

Should it seem like a fair thing, an elder will beckon
to the waiting WCC procession, who may then enter.

In this act, as throughout the 15-day gathering, it
will be abundantly clear to all who participate that
they are on Aboriginal land. Caretakers and cus-
todians, it is the aboriginal people who will finally per-
mit the event, and purify it according to custom.

All who enter for the opening worship will pass
through a shroud of smoke believed to cleanse the
mind, body and spirit. On each succeeding morning,
it will be a didgeridoo which summons faithful
travellers from across the planet to worship.

The work of Aboriginal artists will have continual
prominence, but especially so during a plenary session
devoted to the telling of the Aboriginal story. Played in
chronological scenes, the story will be accompanied
by vivid images of dreamtime, invasion, genocide,
alienation, lost identity, heroism, deaths in custody,
and the pride and dignity of the 1988 Australia Day
march. Significantly, the narrative will conclude with a
plea for the future in which other indigenous peoples
will be called on to the stage.

The effects of invasion on todays Aboriginal
women and youth will be explored at special pre-As-
sembly gatherings. During the course of the Assembly
proper, Aboriginal Australia will retain a high profile,
with an art exhibition, gift shop, meeting tent, par-
ticipatory ceremony and cultural concert.

From page 13

churches in solidarity with
women, the WCC will reflect on
the "discriminatory practices and
oppressive church teachings"
which continue to limit women's
participation and value.

Australia's Aborigines are likely
to inform discussions to a greater
extent than any other group.
Their struggle for justice will pro-
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vide a focal point from which the
claims of all indigenous peoples
can be considered. It will be the
following year, 1992, that marks
the SOOth anniversary of the con-
quest of the Americas. As the As-
sembly explores its third sub-
theme, 'Spirit of Unity Recon-
cile Your People', Christians will
need to acknowledge that it is not
enough to say "let's be friends" if
they continue to enjoy the fruits
of a stolen land, while their poor

Organiser Anne Pattel-Gray (above), who is head of
the Australian Council of Churches' Aboriginal and Is-
lander Commission, believes the world church will
meet a formerly faceless people of deep and abiding
faith.

She says the Assembly theme 'Come, Holy Spirit:
Renew the Whole Creation' is uniquely understood
by a people who implicitly connect the earth and its
creator.

She prays that February 1991 will be the time that
Australia's renewal begins, through the people who
have carried its spirit since before memory.

"This is a time of possibility," she says. "Is God wait-
ing for this moment to heal, renew, and set us free?"

'friends' look on from the
sidelines.

The desire for reconciliation
should bring challenge and con-
troversy in other areas, notably in
the encounter with peoples of
other faiths. For the Assembly,
the question is this: if the spirit
goes where it wills, what function
does it have in places where the
name of Jesus is not acknow-
ledged?

Continued page 15>
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WCC secretary Emilio Castro

While it kicks that one around,
another bridge, much closer to
the family home, will also need to
be crossed. It is a time of growth
and vitality within the Pentecos-
tal and charismatic streams,
which place particular emphasis
on the spirit's activity. Yet many
of these churches are absent from
the ecumenical fellowship it-
self understood as a movement of
the spirit.

The last of the sub-themes will
call on the world's Christian com-
munity to examine its heart:
'Holy Spirit Transform and
Sanctify Us'. It is here that the
world's poor are expected to chal-
lenge and enrich. What can be
learned from the deep and un-
breakable spirituality which so
often accompanies poverty and
oppression? And from base Chris-
tian communities which have
arisen in these circumstances?
How does an affluent church
respond if its bounty is clearly not
reward for its depth of faith?

With such a complexity of
questions, this last from the
WCC's guide-book may be the
hardest of all: how do Christians
deal with "the multitude of com-
peting claims"?

Barry Gordon

eanberra? I'll be there

By HELEN

RICHMOND

The
seventh

Assembly
of the World
Council of Churches is only two
months away and I'll be going!
We speak of belonging to the one
universal Church but it is not
every day that one actually has the
opportunity to taste something of
the real thing.

It is a privilege to represent the
Uniting Church, but being a par-
ticipant at a large ecumenical
gathering can also be a little
daunting. There will be a
women's meeting prior to the As-
sembly. In part this will provide
an opportunity to brief female
delegates on the structure and
dynamics of an Assembly to
enable their increased participa-
tion. In other words, learning the
ropes of how a WCC Assembly
runs!

Many people who have at-
tended ecumenical gatherings,
ever since that great World Mis-
sionary Conference in Edinburgh
in 1910, have found the ex-
perience life changing. God has a
funny way of using the experien-
ces and opportunities that come
our way to call us to take new and
risky steps of faith.

The agreement of churches in
1948 in Amsterdam to covenant
together to form the WCC was
one such risky step. We still do
not know where this journey will
lead us. Certainly the nature of
'covenant' is life giving but it also
requires a costly surrender of
autonomy.

In Australia, we have discussed
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a treaty or covenant between the
newcomers to this land and its
original inhabitants. There is still
a long way to go because of
widespread indifference and ig-
norance.

One of my hopes for the Can-
berra Assembly is that this event
will witness to the Australian
community that there is a way
towards healing of deep divisions
and mistrust, although it is a cost-
ly road. Many Australians do not
believe that the Church has any-
thing to offer. At the same time
many have lost hope and are
cynical and despairing.

The Assembly, with its vibrant
Christian witness, may, I hope,
help Australians to realise that the
Church is more surprising than
they had imagined. I hope that
what the Australian community
'overhears' about the Assembly
will encourage people to re-
evaluate the Christian message.

I also hope that the Canberra
Assembly will add impetus to co-
operation between the Australian
churches. Often we are so busy
with our own denominational
agenda that working together is
very low on the list of priorities.
My experience as a parish mini-
ster at St Marys, NSW, has made
me realise how difficult it is to get
out of a denominational frame of
reference.

And, of course, I look forward
to new friendships, rich worship
experiences and stimulating dis-
cussion. My hope is that all those
who share in this Assembly will
experience the gift of the spirit
bringing fresh ways of seeing
things and a new energy to take
up the tasks ahead. Like a refresh-
ing wind sweeping through a
dusty land, 'Holy Spirit Trans-
form and Sanctify Us'.
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WORLD SCENE

oWorld bible officer crucial
action time
As one of the United Bible

Societies four world officers,
Rev Philip Oliver spends 25 per-.
cent of his time on the move.

He is undoubtedly in the hot
seat and says he certainly finds his
role as a liaison person across the
global scene a challenging one ...
"I am in this job with history in
the making" ... he acknowledges
this with a relaxed and affable
demeanour which goes a long
way in explaining his success in
senior liaison positions.

He elaborated: " We are all
caught up with history in the
making and we must all be aware
of what role we are playing in
this." Mr Oliver is highly con-
scious of how the church is seen
to be responding and of the right
action being taken as the
"floodgate" widens ...

The complete lifting of restric-
tions on the importation of Bibles
to Eastern Europe and the USSR
has resulted in an overwhelming
demand for the Scriptures.

Journey spoke to Mr Oliver fol-
lowing his address at the

Queensland Bible Society's 135th
annual general meeting held in
Brisbane in late October.

In his address Mr Oliver high-
lighted the many opportunities
we have at this point of history
"...never before have we had an
opportunity to help Eastern
Europe and the USSR at such a
crucial moral/spiritual turning
point. Each individual can help,"
he said.

Mr Oliver explained that
through the Bible Society's
"Operation Family" scheme
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anyone can help provide two
families per month with a
Bible, a children's Bible
and/or a New Testament for
outreach by pledging $15 a
month for four years.

"Operation Family" is part
of one of the largest projects
ever undertaken by the
United Bible Societies in a
campaign to raise more than
$80 million to finance the
production, shipment and
distribution subsidies on
more than 30 million Scrip-
tures to Eastern Europe and
the USSR.

At the time of the inter-
view Mr Oliver was planning
his second visit to Russia on
November 10 with his main ob-
jective of encouraging the forma-
tion of national bible society
bodies. To this aim he will be talk-
ing to a cross-section of church
leaders which he finds "a
privilege and an exciting part of
his job."

This "cross-section" includes
the Pentecostal and Catholic
Church. The UBS office in
England reported an unexpected
confirmation of the rapid pace of
change from a Bulgarian Pen-
tecostal mission representive,
Tihomir Tanev."I believe we are
witnessing the start of a revival in
Bulgaria, a turning to Christ that
is going to mean millions of
Bibles, not just thousands ...
people are hungry for God and
desperate to know more about the
Bible,"he said.

The deputy general secretary of
the World Council of Churches,
Todor Sabev, visited Bulgaria ear-

Rev Philip Oliver: much we can do

lier this year. He noted plans for
printing of the Bible in Bulgarian,
a child's edition of the Bible, a
new ecumenical Bible translation,
and the setting up of a Bible
Society.

Mr Oliver confirmed the Pen-
tecostal church was growing at a
much faster rate than mainstream
churches. He elaborated: "They
place a certain emphasis on being
warm and personal in an imper-
sonal age ... this is very attractive
to many people."

He also believes most churches
can learn from Pentecostal chur-
ches and have some adapting to
do.

In mid-October representatives
of the Romanian Eastern Or-
thodox Reformed and Lutheran
Church met in Sibiu, Romania.
They agreed to set up a Bible
Society, and considered a
proposal for an ecumenical trans-
lation of the Bible into
Romanian. Also on the 17>
agenda was religious
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education in state-run schools,
the return of church property
'arbitrarily seized by the (former)
communist totalitarian regime',
and an end to restrictions on the
use of church funds deposited in
various banks.

When Journey asked Mr Oliver
what motivated him most he
referred to the ongoing challenge
of providing the scriptures to all
people as the demand arises. One
of his most moving moments on
the job was seeing a whole bus-
load of Russians being given
Bibles and seeing some of them
weep over their gift ... "it's hard to
believe how hungry they are ...
sometimes we have to keep
pinching ourselves to believe it's
for real ... they are so open and
receptive."

"The irony is we live in a
society where the Gospel is there
for the taking but it is so lightly
discarded ... what people in other
countries have been imprisoned
for, we don't want. We haven't
had it tough."

Mr Oliver feels a great sadness
for our "hardened, secular
society." Part of his mission is for
other countries to see God in our
personal and national life ... "we
must take the opportunity to
show the world we are not so har-
dened and secular that we won't
respond to needs about us as well
as those overseas."

He said the most pressing
present need for bibles came from
Russia, for children's bibles in par-
ticular.

After USSR and Eastern Europe
the greatest demand for bibles is
coming from Tanzania in East
Africa... "the people can't get
enough spiritual food." Rev
Oliver said current statistics
predict Africa will be the most
Christian country in the world by
the year 2000.

WORLD SCENE

A Russian boy engrossed in his Childrens' edition Bible.

When asked if he'd like to com-
ment on Nelson Mandela's visit
(who was in Sydney when Journey
spoke to Rev Oliver) he said he
saw a parallel between what Man-
dela had gone through and what
some Christians are prepared to
go through for the Gospel's sake.
There is the same will to take a
firm stand by our faith. Like Man-
dela we come out more liberated
if we do not deny our faith but are
prepared to suffer for it.

He said one of the most
moving examples of an in-

dividual taking a stand as a Chris-
tian was that of a Chinese Roman
Catholic Bishop. He spent 15
years in solitary confinement. So
strict was the watch over him he
wasn't allowed to move his lips in
prayer. He kept his sanity by recit-
ing the psalms in his mind. Today
he harbours not a trace of bitter-
ness in his heart and is commited
to translation work.

"It all comes down to God, us
and God's Word," said Mr Oliver.

Lee Duncan
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Mandela a rally with a difference
It

is strange to walk past all the
hawkers of left-wing newsprint

on the way to the Opera House
forecourt to hear Nelson Mandela.
Strange, because despite it being
an obviously political rally, the
gathering seems no more inter-
ested in Direct Action than the
sunbakers in the botanical gar-
dens. Strange because the multi-
cultural cross-section which
comes to hear him is not, in the
main, made up of political ac-
tivists.

Young they are there is a
notable absence of grey suits, and
grey hair. Still, most would be
welcome to dinner at your
parents', and pick up the correct
fork. To be honest and this is
the water-mark of inoffensiveness

most could even turn up at
your church next Sunday and not
rate a second look. Some of this
can be explained by the evacua-
tion of the UC's Pitt St offices.

So why do 30,000 Sydneysiders
go? Perhaps because Mandela has
shown such composure, dignity
and determination to continue
the cause he served before spend-
ing 27 years in jail. He shows no
public resentment for his cap-
tivity. Not a bitter old man seek-
ing retribution, Mandela instead
shows up his oppressors by simp-
ly picking up the baggage he left,
as if momentarily deflected into
the wrong customs queue.

He has become a symbol of
patience, knowing his enemies
still maintain statutory control
but no longer have anything near
the power his name now com-
mands.

On this occasion he points
repeatedly to the focus of his
people's struggle: "one person,
one vote" not, as is later
reported through some media,
"one man, one vote."
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Faces from a distance, clenched fist salutes from the crowd ... Nelson
Mandela in Australia.

The ANC's demand for equal
voting rights for all South
Africans is, he says, "the only way
to establish a non-racial,
democratic and united non-sexist
state." Cheers.

Underscoring gender equality,
he holds aloft the papers of his
speech and acknowledges its
author, a woman. Cheers. Some-
one nearby wants to know why
she couldn't have read it as well.

The vision is peaceful, but the
rhetoric has a hard and uncom-
promising edge. Mandela indi-
cates that if the government is
not prepared to honour its agree-
ment to move towards equal
voting rights, the ANC will revoke
its suspension of the armed strug-
gle and South Africa will be "on
fire again." Loud cheers.

Were we there for the theatre,
or to show solidarity with a
righteous struggle? Perhaps a bit
of both.

Although Nelson Mandela is
the acceptable face of revolution,
the throng is peppered with
killjoys Aborigines who
prick the comfort of the long-dis-
tance cause: What about our
third-world living conditions?

What about our deaths in cus-
tody? These are poorly chosen
party guests, and their impolite-
ness is met with shuffling feet and
averted eyes.

Australia's indigenous people
have liberties that South Africans
do not. But while the ANC's guid-
ing principle one person, one
vote presents a world of pos-
sibilities to the people of South
Africa, it is an academic freedom
for Australia's Aborigines. As
Anne Pattel-Gray, head of the
Australian Council of Churches'
Aboriginal and Islander Commis-
sion, would later point out, it was
not a gratuitous public criticism,
or a wave of the Aboriginal flag,
that her people asked, it was an
expression of solidarity. Here, as
elsewhere, Mandela had ag-
grieved the indigenous people by
failing to connect his own
people's struggle with the one he
walked into. We can simply con-
sider how it feels when you look
from the pit of your own poverty
while the champion comes, con-
quers, and carries away the cash
jackpot.

Ray Farley and
Barry Gordon



Scene set for Toowoomba
2600 expected,
are you one of
them?

The
scene has been set for the

2600 expected delegates to
the 1991 National Christian
Youth Convention. Delegates will
be treated with enough entertain-
ment and challenge to take them
firing well into 1991.

The organisers have been work-
ing hard for the past two years to
pull together the packed program
of music, drama, displays, work-
shops, evening rallies led by US
evangelist and social campaigner
Tony Campolo, bible studies,
simulation games ... you name it,
they'll find it.

It will all be happening January
6-12 at Toowoomba Show-
grounds with delegates being ac-
commodated at various con-
ference centres and sites around
Toowoomba.

There is something for every-
one to get exdted about. For ex-
plorers of the creative there is the
creative arts pavilion offering
music, drama, dance, visual arts,
craft and video activities and dis-
plays. Watch out for mime artist
Dennis Clare.

There's "The Jungle" (Youth
Ministry pavilion) which will
offer the opportunity to deal with
issues ranging from humour in
working with youth to street-
work and suicide. Fuzz Kitto will
be prowling the premises.

The Aboriginal pavilion will be
a centre for culture sharing with
Aboriginal people sharing stories
of their history and faith. There
will be time to discuss issues of
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ministry, the land and justice.
Then there's the Global Village

for cross-cultural interchange
from around the world. Ap-
proximately 300 delegates from
overseas will be attending.

"The Shed" has been estab-
lished to explore Christian
responses to social justice and
human needs issues.

"The Lighthouse" beckons all
who want to go deeper into wor-
ship and prayer, and learn how to
express their gifts more fully in
worship.

Blow the mindset at the Church
and Ministries pavilion where par-
tidpants will have their present at-
titudes and concepts about the
church and its ministries chal-
lenged. Assembly General Sec-
retary, Gregor Henderson, will be

leading discussions.
Finally, there's "Lifesavers"

the pavilion of Mission & Evan-
gelism ... here you'll meet up with
professor Wrex Woolnought who
is billed to expand your ideas on
ministry and the church.

As you can gather, there will be
plenty of action and choices.

And there will be plenty of
nightlife rocking through to mid-
night including a beach party at
"Lifesavers", coffee shops, bands
and heaps more.

NCYC '91 T-shirts, sweatshirts,
mugs and other merchandise can
be ordered through the NCYC of-
fice, GPO Box 674, Brisbane,
4001. To make a late registration,
hurry to the phone now, and dial
(07) 870 8444.
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YOUTH RETREAT

CHRYSALIS:
A learning experience they won't forget

The
young people who've been

to Chrysalis rave about it - so
much so it sounds more exciting
than any rock concert, rugged
football game, party and good
night out - how could this be?

What could be more exciting
than living it up as a young per-
son?

Living it up at Chrysalis?
Living it up with other young
people who are discovering the
incredible extent (no boundaries!)
of the love and reality of God?

"You can't be serious," I can al-
most hear some young people
say. Yet the young people who
went to Chrysalis in August
reported:

"What an example of Agape
love from everyone! I hope I can
help start Chrysalis in
Queensland."

"A totally awesome experience.
I will keep praying for Chrysalis. I
need, and will give 12 hugs a
day!"
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"I was stunned by the uncondi-
tional love - and resulting accep-
tance by all the people of
everyone present. I want to stay
stunned and be a total servant of
the God who loves without con-
ditions."

"What an uplifting and in-
credible experience. I intend to fly
in the Spirit!"

"In the three days I got to
know and love everyone there
more than I know other people
I've seen for three years! I let go of
all my bitterness and I now have a
better relationship with our
Father because the barrier is now
down. I've been so blessed and I
think all youth should go to
Chrysalis. I'll never forget it."

Okay, okay ... so what is
Chrysalis exactly?

Chrysalis is the youth version
of Emmaus, a three-day fellow-
ship retreat to learn more of the
love of God and our own personal
walk with Him.

Why call it Chrysalis? Chrysalis
is the cocoon stage of the butterf-

Celebrating the emergence of a butterfly cake at Chrysalis. Cutting
the cake are spiritual helpers, Maggie Peereboom and Sue Banks.

ly and is used to represent the
death, resurrection and new life
found in Christ.

The Chrysalis weekends have
been designed to encourage the
young person to seek a dynamic
friendship with God through
Christ.

Day one centres on our recon-
ciliation with God and letting go
of all that stands between ourself
and God.

Day two focuses on our new
life (resurrection) with Christ. The
goal is to build a community of
love and worship.

Day three is centred on the
love of God which empowers
each person to love and serve
others in the name of Christ.

Rev Roy Cowin of Alstonville,
NSW, has been giving half his
ministry time to the program In
1990. He explained Chrysalis was
an offshoot of the Emmaus Walks
organised for adults.

It was the Emmaus Com-
munity of the Far North Coast
(NSW) and the Presbytery which
gave him the support to go ahead
with the planning of a pilot week-
end for youth at the UC centre at
Ballina.

Like those who have par-
ticipated in the Emmaus and
Chrysalis weekends, Rev Cowin is
keen to see the program adopted
long term around Australia.

Emmaus has Its origins in
Spain as a Christian discipleship
program. Known as Cursillo de
Christiandad (Spanish for "short
course in Christianity's) it was es-
tablished in the 1940's and was
primarily a Roman Catholic
movement until the
1970's. As Catholic21)'



centres started accepting applica-
tions from Protestants, efforts
began among groups to make the
Cursillo experience available to
all Protestants.

In 1984 a team of 32 Americans
came to Sydney, Australia to com-
mence the Emmaus movement
here. An ecumenical program, it
is sponsored by the Uniting
Church Board of Mission, NSW
and Qld synods.

Why Emmaus? The Gospel of
St. Luke records the risen Christ
appearing to two friends who
were journeying along the road
from Jerasulem to Emmaus. The
two friends were sharing their
hearts' deepest concerns when
Christ joined them. He explained
the scriptures as they walked ...
how it was ordained He should
suffer for our sakes, be crucified
and rise from the dead. When the
two friends realised who they
were talking to they rushed back
to Jerusalem to tell the others.

And as one participant in
Chrysalis said after the "walk" at
Ballina: "The full realisation of
who Christ is and the power of
the Holy Spirit really hit me. I in-
tend to spread the Word of Christ
now."

For the first Chrysalis, leaders
from each existing Emmaus com-
munity were invited to join the
ministry team so they could see
the potential of these weekends
for young people. There were two
leaders from Sydney, three from
the mid-north coast community,
two from Queensland and the
others from parishes in the far
north coast presbytery.

The maximum recommended
number of participants is 37 and
37 young people gathered at Bal-
lina from around NSW and
Queensland.

Small group discussions, wor-
ship, recreation (with emphasis
on group fun) and of course, fine
food and fellowship were enjoyed

YOUTH RETREAT

Just one of the many group activities you can expect at Chrysalis as
this group of girls discovered at Ballina in August.

eAt 7/49/VAt

The whole mob of them line up for a group shot, recognise anyone?

by all. At two stages over the three
days parents and sponsors were
able to visit. Visitors came from as
far as Orange, Sydney, Port Mac-
quarie and Brisbane.

As Rev Cowin summed up:
"The presence and leading of God
in every detail of the weekend was
awe-inspiring. No-one could
doubt the reality of our Leader
who arranged and blessed

everyone present, reminding us
who was really in charge of this
special gift to Australian youth."

Perhaps we should let Geoff
Thomas (assistant lay director)
have the last say: "The effect of
Chrysalis is like attaching a
spiritual turbo charger on each
person. It is world changing stuff
... I'm going for it!"11
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Give your church a Christmas present -

a chance to grow young again in 1991

Perhaps your church is growing old and
grey. You haven't had a baptism for years.
Your once-flourishing Sunday School has
shrunk to a tiny remnant. The youth group
died out long ago. And you're deeply con-
cerned that your church could just wither
away and die.

If so, you're not alone. Hundreds of
churches in Australia and New Zealand are
in the same position. But the situation is
far from hopeless. Indeed, many of these
older churches are growing younger again
now - by attracting young families and
children back into their worshipping life.

There's no magic formula. But it can
be done. And "The Greening of the
Church" - three 45-minute VHS video-
tapes, plus study books - shows how it
can happen in your church.

This remarkable new video/study
programme gives exciting examples of
older churches growing younger again,
through simple, achievable ideas. A
12-week study course helps you apply
their experiences and insights to your own
situation, and discover your own solutions.

If you're worried about your church's
future, send for "The Greening of the
Church" now. It is greatly helping many
other greying churches. It could well provide
the answers for you.

The Greening
of the Church:
a video series helping older
churches grow young again

1 n t s..

Dynamic new video series shows you how to bring
young families back into your church
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*SPECIAL
OFFER!

Mail this order form today

r

What Church leaders say
"Every local church should obtain a copy
and study it."

REV Da SIR ALAN WALKER, Principal,
The Pacific College of Evangelism

...many examples which will help any
parish., a tool., a refreshing challenge..
will open windows of hope."

RT REV NEIL CHURCHER, Past Moderator,
Presbyterian Church of New Zealand

"For congregations facing change, this
video series is essential viewing."

REV DR. DEAN DRAYTON,
Board of Mission, Uniting Church in NSW

Act now - save $15!*
Order "The Greening of the Church" before
December 15, and the three videotape/ study
book series is yours for just $199, including
postage - a saving of $15. If you're not fully
satisfied with it, simply return the series
within 21 days for a full refund.

"The Greening of the Church" is a pro-
duction of Multiplier Communications, a
ministry of St Ives Uniting Church, Sydney,
under the chairmanship of Rev Lock Finlay.
The series is written and produced to broad-
cast quality by Stan and Pauline Stewart.

FREEPOST 208 (no stamp needed)
MULTIPLIER COMMUNICATIONS
PO BOX 103
ST IVES NSW 2075

Yes! I would like to give a gift of hope to my church. Please send me
"The Greening of the Church"video/study series for $199 postage paid -
a saving of $15*. I enclose a cheque/money order for the full amount
(please make payable to Multiplier Communications. Allow 21 days for delivery).

Name

Address

Phone orders
or enquiries
(02)44 72 80
(02)44 79 14

Postcode

Church Date ordered

owl
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During August representatives
from human rights

organisations in Latin Amerka
visited Australia. The visitors

from Guatemala, Chile, and
Argentina visited most of the
major centres in Australia. The
visit was partially sponsored by
the Uniting Church through its

??96 for Development Fund. One
of the organisers, the Rev JOHN

QUERIPEL from the
community-based ministry in

Newcastle, gave this report.

Bound by bondage

It was broad daylight, central
Santiago, at the university.

A group of hooded men hustled
a young student into a car. By-
standers turned their faces and
scurried away. Such was the
all-pervasive fear that had settled
upon Chile, a fear that continued
from 1973 to 1989 under the
military dictatorship of General
Augusto Pinochet.
That disappearance was only

one of 35,000 which occurred
during those bloody years but it is
one which I know of, because I
was privileged to stay with the

student's family during my recent
visit to Latin America.

From the '70s onward, one word
summed up the terror exercised
by governments on their people.
That word, `desaparecido' (dis-
appeared), became the most
infamous of all words in the
Spanish language. The passive
form of the verb is used to
indicate the passive role of the
victims and the active role of the
terror state in disappearing them.
These disappeared were taken

from their homes, places of work

continued over
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Bound by
bondage
(cont.)

or were picked up on the street by
the death squads thinly dis-
guised elements of the military
placed in clandestine detention
centres where they were detained
incommunicado, tortured and
usually executed. Their families
i.vould have no confirmation of
what had happened and any
attempts to follow up the
disappearance would involve
danger.
In nearly all cases such efforts

were in vain, anyway. The very
forces that would normally inv-
estigate such occurrences were a
part of the process. Thus families
are never able to resolve their
grief by at least knowing what
happened. Many also feel guilty
for not doing more at the time of
the disappearance, even in the
face of their own fear.

What were the crimes of the
disappeared? Usually they were
the victims of having the wrong
thoughts or being in an un-
desirable organisation, e.g a
union, or farmers' organisation,
or mixing with the wrong people.
However, as the official report of
the succeeding civilian govern-
ment in Argentina said, one could
be disappeared for anything.
While 35,000 disappeared in

Chile, so did 35,000 vanish in
neighbouring Argentina during
the years of military rule there
between 1976 and 1983. In Cen-
tral America this process con-
tinues on a massive scale.

Cloak

Where there are civilian
governments they merely serve as
a cloak, the better to allow those
with the real power the
military to continue their
campaign of intimidation. Thus
in Guatemala, since the over-
throw of the democratic govern-
ment of Jacobo Arbenz in 1954
in a coup apparently engineered
by the CIA over 130,000 have
been killed.

MLC SCHOOL
Day School for Girls Rowley Street, Burwood

Pre-School Kindergarten to Matriculation
Principal: Mrs B. Stone, B.A., Dip Ed., M.A.C.E.

Apply for Prospectus to the Principal
P.O. Box 643, Burwood, 2134. Phone (02) 747-1266, Fax (02) 745 3254.
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As the terror in these lands
continued, the victims bound
themselves together. In Argent-
ina probably the most famous
group, the `Madres de la Plaza de
Mayo' (Mothers of the Plaza de
Mayo) formed, as those knocking
on closed doors in vain searches
gradually came to meet each
other.
This at first small group, with its

trademark of white scarves wom
on members' heads, courageously
began to hold weekly vigils in the
central plaza in Buenos Aires in
front of the presidential palace.
Its first president and founder,
Azucena Villaflor, herself became
a victim. The Mothers still con-
tinue these vigils and will do so
until the issue of the disappeared
is effectively resolved by the
civilian government.
Similar groups formed in Chile

and Guatemala, aiming to give
and receive support, to receive
professional counselling, and to
exert political pressure so that the
perpetrators of these human
rights abuses may be brought to
justice.

It was from the three countries I
have been describing that repres-

DREWS REMOVALS

Local, Country and Interstate
Removals, Packing and Storage

Personal attention andfree quotes.

G. & C. DREW PTY LTD

Estab. 1946
Phone: 508366, a.h 726 7098

Holiday Accommodation
Mount Beauty, Vic. Alps - Holiday
house, accommodates up to 6. All
conveniences. Lovely Alpine vil-
lage, golf, tennis, fishing. Enjoy
fresh air. Enquiries to 66 Reigate
Road, Highton, 3216. Phone (052)
43 6042.



entatives recently visited Austra-
lia to speak of the human rights
situation. Telling their stories
and appealing for support were
Maria del Rosario ToJ (Guate-
mala), Maria del Rosario Cerruti
and Maria de las Mercedez Mer-
ono (Argentina), and Augusto
Nahuel Pan (Chile).

The Uniting Church was able to
assist this visit through its 2% for
Development Fund. It also had
further input the Sydney
meeting being chaired by the Rev
Geoff Doman, recently returned
from five years in Chile, and the
meeting in Newcastle being
chaired by myself.

Delegates were able to meet with
church and union leaders, and in
Canberra with a group of parliam-
entarians and also the Depart-

THE GARRISON at Spit Junction and
KIIIARNEY of Mosman are outstanding
aged care centres. We would welcome
your inspection or phone call for a
brochure.

THE GARRISON
13-27 Spit Road
Mosman 2088

Phone: 960 2100

ment of Foreign Affairs. Augusto
Nahuel Pan, as a leader of the
Mapuche indigenous people of
Chile, was also able to meet with
Aboriginal people in Sydney,
Newcastle and central Australia.

Noticeable in each of the visitors
was courage, which though con-
siderable, could not completely
mask the pain they each felt. Also
noticeable was their clear-headed
analysis of their respective sit-
uations. They spoke of the
national security state which
permitted no dissent within its
order an order imposed by the
powerful oligarchies within those
countries who themselves have
access to the military.

U.S support

Because they are fiercely anti-
communist, these oppressive
powers are able to count on U.S
support. This support is applied
to the training of the military elite
in counter-insurgency tactics,
even including the use of torture.
Those who do dissent within the
state, including many in the
church, are labelled 'communist'.

NSW NEWS
Thus labelled, they are open to be
disappeared, detained, tortured
and killed.

Since the order is one which
benefits the rich of those lands it
is usually the poor who dissent,
and therefore suffer, from this
state-directed apparatus of terror.
Conditions continue to rapidly
deteriorate, with widespread
starvation even in Argentina so
recently an economic power.
This has largely come about with
increasing interest rates forcing
higher repayments on debts
which are very often built up by
the military government in
buying expensive armaments,
building useless prestige struct-
ures, or for money simply salted
away in overseas banks by corrupt
officials.
Though the debt can never be

met, international banks are still
demanding repayment. Because
of steepening interest rates, debts
continue to grow, despite massive
repayments. In order to expedite
repayment governments, often
under the directions of the

continued over

THE UNITING CHURCH AGED CARE ACCOMMODATION
(RESIDENT FUNDED RETIREMENT VILLAGES)

The Uniting Church is one of the most experienced and certainly the largest provider in the field
of specialised Aged Care, in NSW.

Currently accommodation is available at both Mosman and North Sydney. Both Centres are close
to public transport, theatres, libraries, parks, churches, shops and banks.

GEORGIAN HOUSE at North Sydney is a
gracious building where vacancies exist
for serviced apartments.
Arrangements for inspection can be
made.

GEORGIAN HOUSE
50-52 McLaren street

North Sydney 2060
Phone: 959 4520 264390,5
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Bound by

bondage
(cont.)

International Monetary Fund, cut
social services like health,
education and housing prog-
rammes.
Thus having paid for the

weapons that oppressed them,
the poor are forced to pay again.
It was remarkable that our visitors
could still remain hopeful for the
future.
Perhaps their hope is best

iummed up in part of a human
rights liturgy from Chile:
l believe that behind the mist the sun

waits,
I believe that beyond the dark night

it is raining stars,
I believe in secret vokanoes in the

world below.
I believe that this lost ship will reach

port,
They will not rob me of hope,
ft will not be broken.

From Confessing our Faith Around the
World IV, South America, WCC.)

26 JOURNEY, DECEMBER 1990

Exiles share the strangeness

Lucia Salinas Briones (writer/direc-
tor), Canto a la Vida, educational
video

If you're a refugee, the world
can be a bent place.

In the new film Canto a la Vida
(Song to Life), that oblique aliena-
tion takes a literal form, with
images of a new homeland pres-
enting themselves to the new-
comer as an angular blur.
This distortion of the familiar

allows us a powerful empathy,
acting as a visual cue towards a
share of the exile experience.
Women, who are the subject of

this short documentary, are fur-
ther estranged, as complacent loc-
als trade on the vulnerability exp-
osed by the absence of place,
identity, language.
It is against this frightening

beleaguerment that the need
forms to mask oneself from host-
ilities, real and imagined. This is
another key image in the film,
suggesting that it is impossible to
plant the same person into a
different place. There are a host
of inner changes and adaptations,
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as individuals face a crisis of
being.

Against this background Canto a
la Vida reveals the crucial role of
memory. Here the only root, or
thing of solidity, is, paradoxically,
impalpable the treasure of the
mind.

Chile, the land of belonging for
the women of this film, might
well be anywhere in Latin
America or Vietnam, or Camb-
odia, for that matter. This is not
to say the film is apolitical. But
what it points to is the irreparable
human cost and resilience
produced by systems of fear and
oppression.
For those who believe that

creative art has no role in social
change, or that women are not in
the vanguard of this process,
Canto a la Vida is the film for you,
your church or social group.

Barry Gordon



Rally's benefits
roll on
AshfleId UC's free meal service,

'Rob's Kitchen', is one of a range
of caring services to receive sup-

ort as a result of Sydney's mass
Easter rally.

Attended by thousands of Chris-
tians, the Easter rally which
flrmed a 'human cross' in the

by ELAINE BALDESTON

Co-sponsored by the Helensburgh UC, a three-
piece programme, Heartland of the Bush, is soon to
he performed at the parish's Bushland Chapel.

Through its link with the Generic Theatre artists'
co-operative, the church will host a programme of
theatre, poetry and song, unified by the themes and
images of Australian spirituality.
Apart from offering the performance venue, the

church has supplied technical and publicity support,
through liaison with local minister Lyn Collins.

The programme's title derives from the text of its first
piece, Daisy Bates: a Lifetime Spent Amongst the
Aboriginals of Australia. This 50-minute theatrical work

Atures actor Deborah Foster in the role of Daisy
Bates. Based in Wollongong, Deborah is a member of
St Michael's Cathedral Anglican Church.

More funds: a volumteer
prepares meals at the

anniversary of Rob's Kitchen.

heart of Sydney raised
$37,000 for distribution am-
ong hard-pressed church and
welfare agencies.
Plans are afoot for Easter

events to occur in nine other
centres around Australia next
year.
"It's encouraging to see the

way the `Reclaiming Easter'
project is becoming a national
movement of concerned peo-
ple who are realising it's high

time to lay aside boun-
dary protection and self
interest and to discover
the meaning of Easter,"
said Mal Garvin, who
co-ordinated Easter '90.

Show speaks ofour spirituality

NSW NEWS

Rob's Kitchen celebrated a year
of service and 40,000 hot meals

in September, at a gathering
attended by two of its key
supporters, Dick Smith and John
Singleton.

Bush balladeer: 'Heartland' performer Greg O'Brien.

The programme's two following pieces are
interwoven the bushman's ballad Christ of the Never
Never being threaded with folk songs by Banjo
Patterson, Henry Lawson, Eric Bogle and John
Williamson. These works will be narrated and sung by
Greg O'Brien.
The poem's author, Geoffrey Sykes, believes the

programme's title thematically summarises its
different pieces.

"Perhaps it is saying that we cannot approach
aspects of the Australian landscape without going
within ourselves."
Half way between Sydney and Wollongong, the

Helensburgh chapel is located on the town's main
street, Parkes St.

Performances will be held on December 14, 15, 21
and 22, commencing at 8pm. Tickets are $10 ($8
conc.). Call (042) 941695 for bookings.

Used with the permission of Talents.
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I don't enjoy reading most his-

tory books, so I approached this
with reservations. Was it going
to be as arid as some histories I
have read?

I can answer with a resounding
No.
Betty Green began her training

at War Memorial Hospital in
1941, serving there in various
roles until 1981, when she retired
after 17 years' service as matron.
Those years gave her a loyalty to,
knowledge of, and love for the
hospital, which shows through in
all her writing.
This book is a delightful combin-

ation of history and information
about the many people whose
personalities, service and dedica-
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Hospital drama rates highly
Betty Green, To Minister: a Story of
the War Memorial Hospital,
Waveriey, $30.

tion turned a medical facility into
a caring, compassionate and
concerned service to the people
whose ill-health brought them
within its ambit.
A concept of the President of the

NSW Methodist Conference in
1918, Rev James Green, the
hospital began to take fonn with
the Vickery family's donation of
buildings and grounds from the
family home, in Waverley, with

Heavenly Sounds
Heather Lee - Soprano

is available to sing for weddings or any special event. Make a ceremony
really special. Arias to contemporary solo, or with accompanist.

Reasonable rates (02) 665 1774

Suite 4- 1st floor
330 Forest Road
Hurstville 2220
Ph: (02)570 5525
(02) 579 3866
Lic.No.2TA002883

CrosswaysTravel
ENJOY FRIENDLY, RELAXED, HOSTESS ESCORTED HOLIDAYS

Feb 17 SHOAL BAY COUNTRY CLUB - Cruise on Pt Stephens waterways. Visit
Leyland Brothers World. Lunch at the Oyster Bam and at historic Wyndham
Estate. Visit Williamtown RAAF Base. All meals - 6 days - $585

Mar 28 EASTER AT LIGHTNING RIDGE & GULGONG - Enjoy the Opal Carnival
& Great Goat Race - visit the Western Plains Zoo- Safari - 5 days $199.

Mar 29 EASTER AT COWRA & THE GOLDEN WEST. Visit the Japanese Gardens.
See Canowindra, Orange, Parkes telescope and Bathurst. Travel over the Blue
Mountains. Have lunch on a sheep station. 4 days - $365.

Mar 29 EASTER AT FORSTER & THE NTH COAST- Cntise on Lake Wallis. See the
Green Cathedral. Visit a Blueberry Farm. Gloucester and Taree. 4 days - $385

Apr 6 W.A. - MONKEY MIA - Comprehensive Coach Tour -23 days $1945
May 1 BRIGHT & TUMUT FESTIVAL - visit Canberra & Beechworth -6 days $560.
June 1 CAIRNS & GREAT BARRIER REEF- 4 cruises, visit the Daintree, Pt Douglas,

Kuranda Train to Atherton T'lands. Stay Cairns, Airlie Beach. 19 days $2020
June 21 DARWIN -Top End -Kakadu Nat. Park, Obiri Rock, Kununurra -Ord River

Scheme, Katherine Gorge, Alice Springs, Ayers Rock - Safari- 24 clays $990
July 21 DARWIN & CENTRAL AUSTRALIA- Visit Darwin, ICakadu Nat. Park, Kath-

erine Gorge, Kununurra, Ord River, Central Australia, Motels -24 days $2798
For Brochures, Bookings and Pensioner Discount

CrosswaysTravel
176 Keira Street

PO Box 1146
Wollongong 2500
Ph: (042) 27 1077

AH: (02) 909 3785

an option to purchase more of the
grounds should the church decide
to do so.

From that time, the War Memor-
ial Hospital, Waverley, became an
integral part of the outreach of
the Methodist Church. It grew
from a 19-bed general hospital in
February, 1921, to become a
training hospital with surgical,
general and maternity services
which were enjoyed by patients
from throughout the state.
It is now an assessment and

rehabilitation hospital of great
repute. The vision of James
Green, and the generosity of
church members over the years, is
still alive and strong, and this
book is an eloquent tribute to the
fulfilment of that vision.

To Minister is well supplemented
with pictures of staff, doctors and
events associated with its life.
The colour photographs on the
dustcover and frontispiece are
magnificent reproductions. The
personal anecdotes of the author,
combined with the details of the
struggles and triumphs af 'the
hospital's development, make
this a very readable book.
To Minister can be purchased

from the War Memorial Hospital,
Birrefi Street, Waverley, 2024.

Bill McLeod

For Sale
Forklift Walkie Stacker. Crown
1500 lbs capacity. Excellent condi-
tion - $3,500.
Phone: R. Griffin (02) 891 3755.

At Narwee:
Wanted Christian girl to share
bright 2 bedroom unit with
same. $75 per week. Phone
534 1439 after 4pm.



Ada receives
church tribute figgi's cup overflows
Ada May Andrews, who died at

Port Kembla last July, had con-
tinued to work untiringly for the
church, exercising a gracious in-
fluence among many people.

She was 80.

Married to Ken Andrews in
1050, Ada offered a valuable
personal ministry in Ken's home
missionary settlements at The
Rock, Tenterfield, South Grafton,
Hawkesbury, Morpeth, Portland,
Norfolk Island, Dunoon, Bonalbo
and Robertson.

With Ken she retired to Berry in
1973 where they remained until
1989 when they went into village
rosidence at the Mayflower

illage, Gerringong.

The tribute to her life was paid
by the chairman of the Illawarra
presbytery, Rev Brian Harvey. A
warm touch was felt in the fact
that Brian had known both Ken
and Ada in the early days before
B rian entered ministry. The
Church assures Ken of loving care
and support and Ada has already
b 'en missed by that large group
01 friends and relatives to which
s] le endeared herself.

Set in 29 hectares of beautiful Australian bushland, just
42km north west of Sydney, Vision Valley offers...

Modern, comfortable accommodation Quality "home-style" food
service Friendly, supportive staff Large and small meeting rooms

Supervised horse riding and canoeing Solar heated pool Bushwalks,
kiosk, Christian Bookshop Competitive tariff and youth group discounts.

by BETTY MOONEY

Nearly 200 people came back to
Jiggi Church to celebrate 100
years of worship in the Jiggi Val-
ley Methodism in the early
days and now Uniting.

The service was led by the Rev
Lindsay Doust of Lismore, with
long-time friend, the Rev Harry
Graves, as guest preacher. Over
46 years ago Harry preached his
first service at Jiggi when he was a
home missioner attached to
Nimbin parish.

Harry and his wife Gwen came
from Bowral for the great day.
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VISION VALLEY
Vision Valley Rd, ARCADIA, NSW 2159

Phone: (02) 655 1515 or
008 04 3344 FREE CALL
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Hundreds at the
hundredth:
worshippers gather
at Jiggi.

When the church filled, over
100 sat outside to listen to the
service. Mayor Harold Fredericks
brought greetings. Presbytery
chairperson Russell Playford,
member for Lismore Bill Rixon,
and member of the congregation
Alice Haynes, took part in the
service.

People came from as far away as
'Sydney and Brisbane many
hadn't seen each other for over 50
years.

A centenary booklet was sold on
the day and further copies can be
obtained from B. Mooney,
Goolmangar, 2480; $4 posted.

VALLEK.. a worlda art'
SPRING .. .I Ideal for Church Houseparties Youth Camps.

o. POOL OF J Conferences Retreats Picnics Special Functions.
REFLET19.1 ...
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Ring today for a
copy of our new
promotional
video and
colour
brochure.
SITE INSPECTIONS WELCOME)}
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UCA chaplain likely at Lithgow

The NSW Department of Cor-
rective Services will open a new
maximum security prison at Mar-
rangaroo, on the outskirts of Uth-
gow, this month.

The Uniting Church has been
offered the opportunity of app-
Anting the first prison chaplain
and dialogue has begun between
the Central West presbytery, the
Lithgow parish, the Board for
Social Responsibility and the
NSW Synod concerning a prop-
osal that the Lithgow parish call a
minister to be the chaplain.
The Lithgow prison will be a

maximum security centre accom-
modating a minimum of 300. A
complement of about 200 staff
will be employed.

Prisoners will be given oppor-
tunities to work within the prison
in industries based on textiles and
wood products.
The role of chaplain will be to

proclaim the love of Jesus Christ

by maintaining pastoral care to
prisoners and warders, by offering
counselling help to the families of
prisoners and warders and ensur-
ing that worship services and the
sacrament of holy communion
are conducted at the prison on a
regular basis.

It is expected that the chaplain
will recruit local people from
various churches to assist in this
work.

If Lithgow parish's application is
approved a new venture in faith
will begin, as the parish, chaplain
and the department work tog-
ether to serve the 500 persons in
the correctional centre and their
respective families.

NEWINGTON COLLEGE
(founded 1863)

The Main School is at Stanmore with Preparatory
Schools at Stanmore and Lindfield.

Bookings should be made as far in advance as possible.
Enquiries Telephone: (02) 560-5355
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Appeal will 'boost
Christian values'

Recruit training is a demanding
business.

Seventeen-year-olds are expect-
ed to be responsible for themsel-
ves. Twenty-seven-year-olds can
get Just as homesick for their
families as anyone else. Living in
a room with four others provides
little privacy and the physical
exercise involved in training is
exhausting.
The chaplain's role is to stand

with those involved in training
helping, listening, encouraging
and bringing the light of Christ
into their lives. But we need your
continued help.
About 4000 young people pass

through Kapooka annually. The
chapels we worship in are the ».

The Lithgow prison will be a
maximum security centre
accommodating at least 300.

wpm
CONFERENCE CENTRE

KURRAJONG (045) 73 1280
A Unique Country Experience
Individuals, Families G, roups
Great for Family holidays
Adults $45 per Day
Spedal Family Rates

Established 1894

DAVID LLOYD
FUNERAL DIRECTOR -

NEWCASTLE

Telephones (049)57 0237,
57 0238,68 2864



only remaining World War II
buildings on the base. It severely
hampers the perceived impor-
tance of Christian values in the
army. The Australian Soldiers'
Chapel Appeal has been estab-
lished to build a new chapel with
three denominational wings. It is
to be a memorial for all soldiers
who have served their country,
particularly those who served in

Korea, Borneo, Malaya and Viet-
nam.
The appeal's committee would

like to express its appreciation for
the support shown by the
Church. The appeal to churches
throughout Australia last Novem-
ber contributed $80,000 to the
project. We would like to thank
the 350 churches that con-
tributed.

NSW NEWS

Corrective fund

Though it may appear to be
reverse discrimination, it is hoped
the establishment of a Post-
Graduate Theological Education
Fund for Women is not that at all.

Rather, it is seeking an appro-
priate gender balance in UTC
faculty, currently 30 to 4 in fav-
our of men thoughout Australia.
The motion was passed in the last
Synod without discussion. II

ALLOURA WATERS
RETIREMENT VILLAGE SETS A

NEW STANDARD BECAUSE:
* Flexi-Care means that unlike many

traditional villages you are not moved to a
hostel or serviced apartment simply because you
need some help. The services you need are
brought to you in the unit you first choose.

* The Flexi-Care units are large either 1, 2 or 3
bedrooms, with courtyards or big balconies.

* There is regular bus transport at the door, hourly
services to Gosford and Erina Fair.

* Nestled on Brisbane Water, the village enjoys
lovely sea breezes off the Broadwater.

* All normal retirement village services will be
provided.

* Nearby is the Davistown R.S.L. with lots of
amenities such as bowls, fishing and boating.

* Pets are welcome, too.

Yes. I want to know more about
Albura Waters Retirement Village.

NAME: Mr/Ms/Mrs

ADDRESS

POSTCODE

PHONE ( )

Post this coupon t,o: FREE POST No. 8
RnIr 1 20S4 encfnnri Smith 2950

L 90 132

ST, HUBERTS
ISLAND

Demonstration Units
will be ready for viewing

by end of October

Write now for a brochure or
phone (043)69 5322 or

(02)214 7405

ALLOURA
IN A -1Xzll S
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FELLOWSHIP

Highs and lows
Have you ever spent a long time

planning for something like a
wedding, or Christmas? The
important day comes and in no
time it is all over. You feel a bit
let down.

The visit of 28 American women
last month was a bit like that. For
over a year we have been looking
forward to their arrival, planning
what we would show them and
wondering what they would like
to experience in our country.
Then they came, and now they
have gone. And it's all over. Well
it's not, really. Now we can begin
to think and plan and prepare for
the return visit of 28 Australian
women to the United States next
year. I still have nomination
forms for those interested in
being one of the 28.

One of the activities planned for
our American visitors was a walk-
ing tour to visit places that prov-
ide accommodation for homeless
people in Sydney. In small
groups of five or six, each with a
leader, we set out. It was an ad-
venture for me too, as my group
was to visit Edgar Eager Lodge at
Darlinghurst, which I knew ab-
out, but had never seen. We were
met by the Rev Noreen Towers

who showed us around from the
basement to the 8th floor and we
saw the different levels of accom-
modation they are able to prov-
ide. We met some of the resid-
ents who invited us to see their
rooms and we had morning tea
with members of the staff. Dor-
een told us of the way the work
has grown, about achievements
such as Serenity Farm and the
independent units to which some
of the residents have moved.

Fellowship groups who would be
interested in seeing at first hand
just what the Uniting Church is
doing in this area of work might
like to arrange a visit to Edgar
Eager Lodge sometime instead of
a regular meeting. The Lodge is
right opposite St Margaret's
Hospital. Noreen and other
members of the staff love having
visitors and would make you very
welcome. To arrange a suitable
date ring Doreen Towers on 33
0981. You might like to make a
day of it and visit the units and
Serenity Farm as well.

Kit promotes care
The Australian Council of

Churches is a fellowship of 13
member churches including the
Anglican and Uniting Churches,
Churches of Christ, The Salvation

STAINED GLASS MEMORIAL WINDOWS
Stained glass and leadlight repairs. Quotes and designs without obligations

K.J. Little
19 Barden Street, Arncliffe - (02) 599 7348

A challenge to minister to youth
Gymea Anglicans

needs a man or woman equipped to train, disciple, pastor our youth leadership
& to facilitate programs & cells 4 days/ full time.

Lindsay Stoddart Minister 524 6225
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HERE & THERE
with HELEN RICHARDSON

Army, Society of Friends, and
Orthodox Churches. The ACC
exists to promote unity and
enable joint action by the
churches; to support churches in
mission and evangelism; to serve
people in need, and promote
justice and peace; and to link
Australian churches to other
ecumenical bodies such as the
Christian Conference of Asia.
One World Week is jointly

sponsored by the Australian
Council of Churches and Austra-
lian Catholic Relief. It is part of a
shared commitment to enable the
whole church community to
understand and respond to
important issues confronting the
world today.
The theme for One World Week,

which was held in August, was
'Restoring the Earth Justice,
Peace, and the Integrity of
Creation'. Since 1983 churches
around the world have been
working toward a mutual com-
mitment, or covenant, for justice,
peace, and the integrity of crea-
tion. At every level of church life,
and in every local area, people are
beginning to respond to the
forces that threaten life on the
earth: to challenge unjust econ-
omic structures that create pov-
erty, to actively work for peace

REMOVALS
Small or Large

STORAGE
PACICING

TAXI TRUCKS

Smith Owens Service
9 Pioneer Ave, Thornleigh

Ph: 484-6467, AH 489-1539



A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY

Yes, we know, that's what they all say!

Everyone claims their product or service is the biggest and
best. But in our case it's true. Our product IS unique and

we're bursting with pride about it.

IT'S THE VIDEO BIBLE

We are filming the Bible from beginning to end, with 120
hours of living colour and live action. This is no Hollywood

extravaganza; it is a video reflection of the actual
word-for-word text of the Bible.

And it will have the authority of being available in the
five most popular English versions.

It has taken five years of hard work and many, many
dollars' for research, development and securing copyrights to

the major versions of the Bible.

Now we're ready to launch the Video Bible in
Australia Are you ready to be part of this

challenging opportunity?

We need dedicated salesmen and women to tell Australian
families about the Video Bible. We are offering franchise
sales territories for an initial franchise fee of $20,000.
The potential income is $40,000 to $100,000 a year.

We are anon-profit organisation and all our profits, after
fihning and sales costs, will be gifted to the churches.

The opportunity to be your own boss, run your own Video
Bible business (from home, if you like) and be part of a
worldwide network of dedicated and professional sales

people just doesn't come along every day.

Please call us for an appointment
Initial enquiries to Joan Mason on (02) 971 2977

The Video Bible
WE TOLD YOU IT WAS UNIQUE!

FELLOWSHIP
and disarmament, to promote the
responsible and sustainable use of
the earth's resources.
The interdependence of Justice

and peace to restoring the in-
tegrity of creation is represented
in the One World Week poster as
three streams of colour flowing to
the earth reminder of the hope
seen in the colours of the rain-
bow. The rainbow was the sign of
the promise made between God
and Noah after the great flood, a
covenant between God and all of
creation. It is often in the midst
of a dark stonn that these colours
of hope and promise can be most
clearly seen.
A kit was produced for One

World Week, but it is very topical
and could be used at any time. It
contains ideas, plans and resour-
ces which could be very simply
used, beginning at home.
Every year Australians throw

away more than two million
tonnes of packaging costing the
country about $100 million in
disposal costs alone. These fig-
ures are based on an average dis-
posal of 130 kilograms of packag-
ing per person year, and average
collection and disposal costs of
$50 per tonne of garbage. This
does not include the cost of litter
clean-up campaigns and the env-
ironmental and social costs of
creating more and more garbage
dumps. It also represents a huge
waste of resources including glass,
metal, plastics, paper and card-
board. Most of these materials
could be re-used or recycled. My
garbage bin has been half empty
since I have been putting my fruit
and vegetable peelings on the
compost heap. And the garden is
benefiting as well. Copies of the
kit are available from the Austra-
lian Council of Churches, P.O
Box C199 Clarence Street, Syd-
ney, 2000; or call in to 379 Kent
Street, Sydney, or phone (02) 29
2215 at a cost of $1 if you want to
know more about what you can
do to help restore the earth.
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There is more to
ministry

than meets the eye
Ministry in today's church places high
demands on its leaders.

The courses undertaken by women and men
preparing for the ministries of the Word or Deaconess,
involves more than bible study and theology.

Students are given extensive experience in the area of
pastoral care for work in a parish, hospital, school,
prison or industry. The cost of making such diverse
training possible is beyond the capacity of any one
parish.

Through the Mission & Service Fund, parishes work
together to train the ministers and deaconesses who, in
the future, may minister in your parish.

The Uniting Church in Australia
Mission & Service Fund
2nd Floor, 222 Pitt Street, Sydney 2000
Phone: (02) 276 7399
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Support can open prison doors

As an alternative to imprisonment, fine defaulters
and convicted offenders worked on various aspects
of a manse project at Kincumber last year.

Members of the parish developed relationships with
the working party, such that one worker was offered
use of the redundant residence. He and his family
now attend the congregation.

Ian Diamond made use of Open Access at Synod to
draw our aftention to this Community Service Order
offered by the Probation and Parole section of the
Department of Corrective Services.

Church potential

Having worked for ten years within this section, he
was able to advise, first hand, that the churches are
regarded very highly as potential agencies for the
CSO programme.

It was, he said, "a low-key, unheralded opportunity
for mutual support and compassionate hands-on
supervision of people often targeted, yet rarely
communicated with, in our theories of mission."

People outnumber places

He also said that the DCS has far more people
scheduled for community service than opportunities
for them to work.
In cases where churches have ground work to be

done, they would do well to enlist the aid of the CSO
programme, even once a month.

It is not only a chance to have the job done, but in
supervising the work, a church member may find it
possible to open up Christian dialogue.

Family, whatever that may be
The focus of Synod 1991 will not be notices of

motion but the family. A minimum of two sessions
will be devoted to telling stories about what is
happening in the bodies of the Synod and to enlarge
mission planning to bring healing and wholeness to
family relationships.
Harry Herbert observed that after seeing how

exciting It is to have a chance to find out what the
Uniting Church is doing, we will want to do this
again on different issues in future years.
Noting that single adults are an important and

growing aspect of Australian community, one
speaker said that "to some of us, the word family can
feel exclusive."

It was the hope of Synod that they may not feel that
way after next year's presentations.



A quiet revolution in
education at Nungalinya

By LEE DUNCAN

Thanks
to the pioneering work

being done at Nungalinya
College in Darwin the students are
breaking ground in ministry.
Liyapidiny Marika will complete
her four year diploma in Easter,
1991, to be the first Aboriginal
woman inducted into the minis-
try.

I met Liyapidiny at the North-
ern Synod early in October.
Liyapidiny struck me as a very
warm, humble and highly com-
mitted-to-her-task woman who
thinks nothing of the hubbub of
this historical landmark except
for her concern her ministry will
be a good one.

From Yirrkala in north eastern
Arnhem Land, Liyapidiny has had
opportunity over the four years of
study and field education with
Nungalinya, to return to her own
community to minister there. The
four year theological course con-
sisted of one year full-time study,
2 years of working in community
situations (with block studies at
Nungalinya), this final year of
full-time study and a further three
months of field education in
1991.

Congress decision
The Congress will make a

decision on her first full-time post
next year.

College principal, Les Brock-
way said Liyapidiny was a very
strong student who is adept at ex-

pressing Christianity through her
own culture. "She is a deeply
spiritual person and has had to
struggle with male dominance in
leadership positions within her
Aboriginal culture."

Liyapidiny is particularly well-
equipped in health and spiritual
matters Les said.

When Journey asked Liyapidiny
what her hopes and dreams were in
the ministry she talked about her
two years of field work at Yirrkala,
how God had called her to take up
his ministry and how she had to
respond to this call as there was no
other trained minister who could
do the work in that parish.

"I hope to find a way to help
those people who are in physical,

NUNGALINYA

Liyapidiny with Heather Vincent (left) and Lorna Stevenson after a
session at the 14th Northern Synod.

social and spiritual need and
whose lives are suffering and are
being destroyed. There are too
many deaths. So my aim is to help
those who need deliverance and
to free them by God's help.

"Somewhere in the near future
I will have my ordination service
so I can be fully recognised by the
people whom I serve. I am look-
ing forward to seeing it happen ...
it will not be for my own benefit,
but for all people.

"This is the first time in
Aboriginal history to have a
female minister within the Unit-
ing Aboriginal church to achieve
something for the whole com-
munity. In this I have helped
open up the way for other 36
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Aboriginal women to take up this
task for the Lord in the near fu-
ture."

Ian Breward, professor of
church history with the United
Faculty of Theology in Melbourne
attended the 14th Northern
Synod where he commended
Nungalinya College as the most
exciting development in theologi-
cal education in 200 years. He
praised the college for breaking
out of the traditional mould of
learning and "doing a tremen-
dous job with very slender resour-
ces."

Professor Breward outlined the
history of Nungalinya College
and why it was breaking new
ground.

Nungalinya's educational
model was partly adapted from a
Latin American model designed
to provide education for those
who couldn't afford available
education and for whom English
was a second and third language.

Nungalinya has designed its
courses and teaching structure for
people who speak English as a
second or third language and to
meet them where they're at.

It is meeting
educational
needs
previously
unmet.'

To this end teachers have
travelled to Aboriginal settle-
ments throughout the Territory ...
taking its courses to the people in
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their own communities.
Professor Breward said the in-

itiative to establish Nungalinya
College in the climate of the '70s
came from the church's recogni-
tion of the need for further
educating mature community
leaders in a format appropriate to
their lifestyle and culture; and to
raise the level of skills, insight and
confidence in ministry ... with
emphasis on not taking students
away from their own community
for too long hence the shorter
courses than the government
designed ones.

He said the college had estab-
lished credibility across the
Aboriginal community. The
government has also recognised
the uniqueness of Nungalinya
College, that it is meeting educa-
tional needs previously unmet
and have provided some fund-
ing.(but nowhere near enough!)

Professor Breward also noted
Nungalinya College had been
able to be much bolder in ex-
perimentation because of its
freedom from the government

Namanatz, mother of three and part of the Women's Studies course
at Nungalinya, weaves one of the baskets she is well-known for.

system.
The first principal of Nun-

galinya was Keith Cole, a widely
respected community leader in
the Territory. Professor Breward
said he had played a vital found-
ing role in the credibility and in-
novation he brought to the job.

Recognition
Professor Breward also com-

mended the work of the present
principal, Les Brockway, who
presented the college's report of
Synod. Les headed his report with
"the exciting news is we are the
first college in the Northern Ter-
ritory to be recognised as a private
provider of post-school training
courses. We have interim ap-
proval for six months pending
legislation. Among other things,
this means we can maintain our
independence while pursuing the
accreditation process for some of
our courses."

Les highlighted the recent ap-
pointment of Rev John Kadiba as
co-ordinator of the theol- 37),
ogy program who as such
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is the most senior full-time in-
digenous theology teacher at the
college.

Empowering women
By 1977 such was the accep-

tance and appreciation of Nun-
galinya education the students
wanted more and the certificate
in theology became a diploma
and Women's Studies was intro-
duced to empower women and
help them apply their own in-
dividual talents to community
life.

The Women's Studies course is
full-time for the full school year
and is taught in a bicultural/bilin-
gual context for Aboriginal and Is-
lander women.

The Women's Studies objec-
tives are to affirm traditional and
emerging Aboriginal and Islander
cultures and to open new doors
by teaching literacy, numeracy
and other skills needed to cope in
modern Australia; to teach sub-
jects that will lead to further
education and economic inde-
pendence.

Teaching methods are based on
indigenous approaches to learn-

ing. Practical demonstrations are
given rather than theoretical lec-
tures.

The courses success as it has
evolved over the past six years has
been attributed to the college's
flexible, meaningful program-
ming which can be adapted to
suit each students' individual
needs, talents and interests.

The founder of Women's
Studies, Dr Joy Kinslow-Harris,
became very ill in 1989 and had
to resign her position. At Synod
her outstanding service to the col-
lege over a decade was com-
mended.

A recent Open Day at the col-
lege attracted hundreds of curious
locals. Many of them stayed for
hours taking in the many craft
displays and demonstrations,
fashion parades, and dancing and
singing following the exhibition
opening.

Innovative enterprise
A prime example of the kind of

innovative enterprise being
employed at Nungalinya is
marbler art items such as fashion
garments and tea towels. Jillian
Thompson, part-time arts and
craft teacher at the college, has

Tim/RINE_
AN ACTIVITY OF THE UNITING CHURCH

18-25's CHRISTIAN GROUP TOURS

NUNGALINYA
devoted 12 months to developing
the marbling technique which is a
centuries old technique of dyeing
paint on doth.

Its finished effect relies on the
artist's ability to work with colour
and free moving inks. It is this
freedom of movement, like a
"whim of the Spirit" which mixes
creativity and materials which ap-
peals to Aboriginal artists ... thus
bringing together an ancient
artform with traditional
Australian design. Each piece is
unique; no two patterns can ever
be the same.

Jillian headed up the Women's
Studies team which developed the
technique into the simplest but
most effective form possible for
the students at Nungalinya.
Having to be enterprising as well
as creative, Jillian was conscious
of "developing something a little
different as a good sales point."

She is also keeping realistic tabs
on the wider recognition of the
college's innovative education as
well as further funding support.
She believes some of the work
that is being done now will only
have visible results in the com-
munity some 20 to 30 years down
the track.

Traveline is organising a selection of tours within Australia and overseas to meet the needs of young Christian
Adults between the ages of 18-25.

Some are arranged in conjunction with our friends Cross Country Tours, some Traveline is producing
themselves and others are a number of seats on a tour by the best tour operator for our young adults. Phone
or write now for your brochure. 60 Bayliss Street Auchenflower 4066 Phone: 377 9787 or 008 077 316
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SOMERVILLE

Serving a vast territory
Lee Duncan reports from a visit to Somerville Community Services when in Darwin
for the 14th Northern Synod.

Somerville
Community Ser-

vices commanded attention at
the October Northern Synod for
its grass root commitment to a vast
number of Territorians.

Somerville's services are or-
ganised under four service
divisions: the division of child
care operates four day care centres
for 250 children; the division of
residential care provides accom-
modation for severely disabled
children, adolescents and adults
in six group homes (aged between
3 and 65 years); the division of
training and employment seeks to
prepare long term unemployed
young people for employment in
commercial offices or govern-
ment offices; the division of
youth and family services
provides support for families who
have personal, social and
economic needs.

Extending from 15 staff in

1981 to 200 staff in 1990, the
Somerville team acknowledge
they have been extremely lucky
to have Graeme Bull at the helm
for the past 11 years.

Graeme would be the last per-
son to highlight his contribution
but such is his commitment to
the work of Somerville he is
prepared to make no bones about
the agencies constant struggle for
recognition and support from the
church before the 14th annual
Northern Synod.

In presenting the Somerville
report he said 1990 had brought
the future of the agency sharply
into focus. "Over the past year
many concerns and problems
arose which together illustrated
advantages and consequences of
Somerville's growth and increased
visibility in the community."

He said for the first time in
nearly a decade the agency has
been forced to strike a deficit

Somerville Intern in Mission, Stacey Delarber (centre) with Paul
ToIliday (left) and Leslie Williams (right) at the 14th Northern Synod.
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budget for administering the
agency.

"In stark terms unless Some-
rville can re-capitalise by up to
$500,000, the agency cannot sur-
vive longer then a further 36
months and must be wound up,"
stated Graeme.

He said the proposed $15,000
cut in budget by the Assembly
would break the camel's back.

He stressed it wasn't a question
of bad management but of in-
come growth in a community ser-
vice which the newly appointed
public relations manager, Dick
Hosking, says is "touching the
lives of vast numbers of Ter-
ritorians."

Professional fund-raiser in the
Territory for 12 years, Dick can't
emphasize strongly enough he
only takes on causes he .strongly
believes in ... also a well-travelled
journalist, he always does his
homework thoroughly before
speaking out.

He believes with the right plan-
ning Somerville should raise
$150,000 within months but ac-
knowledges the obstacles of past
fund-raising efforts.

Hosking outlined why the
Northern Territory situation is
unique. He said it was a constant
battle for Territorians to achieve
equal recognition status in an
area regarded by other states as a
"colony", that the voluntary corp
most charity/community service
bodies receive help from doesn't
at present exist and the Territory
government controls are of con-
cern with threats of funding cuts
and bureaucratic in- 39),
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trusion.
Somerville very much ap-

preciated the contribution made
by Stacey Delarber, an Intern in
Mission from Atlanta, Georgia in
the United States. A communica-
tions graduate, she spent the last
three months of her stay organis-
ing marketing and promotions,
drawing up a 1500 name mailing
list and putting a television adver-
tisement to air.

In the consultation review to
Synod it was noted the work of
Somerville needed to be
promoted further. "As a public
benevolent institution delivering
badly needed services in the
north it should be expected that
people in the Church and wider
community would respond to
this avenue of meeting the needs
of others. For those within the
Church this would be an act of
discipleship."

The impression I left Darwin
with was Somerville's constant
struggle to win the support it
deserves.I was shown around a
child care centre and two homes
for intellectually handicapped
children. No-one could help but
be moved by the obvious love and
commitment by the Somerville
staff to the young people they
care for.

The centre and homes were
bright and open in design with
much attention to detail. Graeme
Bull explained it was very impor-
tant to the staff and the children
that their rooms had individual
touches such as the Aboriginal
designed wall hanging for the
Aboriginal child.

I met up with one young
teenager who only two years
beforehand had been bedded in a
geriatric ward with a drip. No-one
had tried to teach her to walk.
Thanks to the Somerville staff she

is now walking and attending a
nearby special school.

This is the sort of situation and
profound need the Somerville
team meet.

Administration manager,
Robyn Young, explained the first
home was established 11 years
ago as a pilot program to provide
a "proper home" for whose only
other alternative is hospital.

To give close, personal care
they employ 48 home carers on a
permanent basis, have casual
relief workers and seven other
full-time positions within the
residential care division.

The history of Somerville can
be traced back to 1940 when the
Commonwealth Government ex-
pressed concern over the lack of
care provided for part-aboriginal
children in the Northern Ter-
ritory.

The Anglican, Roman Catholic
and Methodist churches were ap-
proached to meet this need.

In 1966 Somerville Homes in-
herited the Methodist Overseas
Mission's responsibility through
establishing six group homes in
Darwin, becoming the "child and
family service agency" of the
Uniting church in NT.

Dr Phil Carr of Adelaide
Central Mission was a Synod
guest who also found time to
share with Somerville staff at an
exchange luncheon.

Dr Carr has served Adelaide
Central Mission for 12 years. He
outlined the various growth
stages he'd seen the Mission
progress through and reported
this year it had made a profit for
the first year in its history.

He began with its first stage of
expansion to 160 full-time staff
and 400 volunteers. It then went
through a stage of disillusion-
ment which he said was a "very
valuable exercise which has held
us in good stead ever since."
During this stage a statement of

SOMERVILLE
purpose was established: "The
Mission works with people in
need, particularly those who are
in some way disadvantaged, to
improve their situation in ways
which enhance their lives. It is
committed to work for a just and
caring society which respects the
rights, values and dignity of all
people."

It then went through a process
of devolution. This was partly in-
spired by financial difficulties. It
was necessary to further build a
model of community develop-
ment.

The fourth stage outlined by Dr
Carr was one of revolution ... reor-
ganising existing programs and
establishing new programs. The
Mission now operates on a budget
of $17 million employing 560
full-time staff with 1,000 volun-
teers helping per week. Dr Carr
said a third of revenue came from
the government, a third from its
own supporting businesses and a
third from clients.

He said the Mission was now
concentrating on moving to the
harder edge of community
problems - to acute situations
rather than chronic. "We want to
do what other services aren't
doing."

Graeme Bull concluded his
report to Synod with ... "As my
chaplain would explain ... in
brokeness, diversity and adversity
... there at the centre of hurting ...
must be the body of Christ."

"If our ministry falls short of
meeting the needs of the disad-
vantaged or the quality of service
and caring is seriously in ques-
tion, then both the ministry and
our aspirations should be ex-
posed.

"On the other hand, if we hold
true to a frontier ministry and are
indeed present in the name of
Christ, what price the future of
Somerville's ministry?"1
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BOOKS
G C Stowell, My Advent Story
and Activity Book, Word Books. A season to cut, paste,

Christmas! How to make the
old, old story interesting and alive
to children? Even to ourselves?
This book is an excellent tool to

promote excitement and stim-
ulation about Christmas because
it acts as a springboard to draw
other elements of this season
together. The daily activities seem
aimed at early primary, but this is
the perfect book for the whole
family to be involved in.
The activities include:

the re-creation of the Beth-
lehem scene with stickers and
windows to open;
mazes, spot the difference,
join the dots, finding hidden

draw and talk
images, making a star and a
lantern, colouring in, etc;
looking up and reading Bible
verses.

The book is well set out; cre-
atively put together; drawings
and activities are simple and not
cliched; it is fun.

Yet it seems to lend itself to
natural discussion about Christ-
mas, including other activities as
part of this exploration, e.g
Christmas plays, carols, Church
activities, gift giving, the rise of
other traditions around Christ-
mas.

We are coming to the
end ofour lives and want
badly to be born again!'
Every once in a while God sends us a miracle ... And this time, He
unexpectedly used the Far East Broadcasting Company's radio waves
to reach people completely out of our San Francisco station target area.

'One morning early, I heard your prograrn in the Russian
language' wrote an elderly gentleman. am Dutch, but
my wife is Russian. In 1954 we emigrated to South Africa
... I understand that your broadcast was directed to the
Soviet Union, BUT WE HEARD YOU ON THE OTHER
SIDE OF THE WORLD!'

Then Mr Gijzen pleaded with our Russian Department
for Scripture portions and other Christian reading
materials. 'Please help us, as we are coming to the end
of our lives and want badly to be born again:

God sent that particular signal to penetrate the hearts
of these two people half a world away, at the time of their
greatest openness to the Gospel! Isn't God amazing? He
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The possibilities to extend this
book are governed by the adults'
imaginations.

Perhaps we have lost the ability
to, as a family, do a project and
then use it to forward other
discussion and activities. This
may be a chance to redress that
situation. This book is highly
recommended even for fam-
ilies without children as it may
spark something lost, something
of wonder, that we often lose in
modern-day Christmas celeb-
rations.

Kaydee Araluen

uses engineers and program producers to make His
Word available to thousands through the medium of
radio.

If you would like to learn more about God's work through
Christian radio contact:

Far East Broadcasting Company
PO Box 183
Caringbah, NSW. 2229

E I3SA

(02) 525 6460
Regular, free newsletters and prayer calendars are
available.



Hull shares the darkness

'The reader is drawn into
the life of a blind person
with shattering impact.'

The
PA.
People

For sales, hire and installation

of quality Public Address
Systems suited to your needs

& budget.

The PA. People
Sydney (02) 642 5344
Brisbane (07) 857 6855
Canberra (062) 80 6411
Melbourne (03) 808 2760
Adelaide (08) 231 9633

Lismore Uniting Church

Youth &
Children's Worker

Lismore Uniting Church is seek-
ing to appoint a part-time (20 -
25 hours per week) Youth &
Children's Worker from 1st
February 1991. A job descrip-
tion is available by phoning
(066) 21 5801. Conditions will
be according to those recom-
mended by the NSW Synod.

John M. Hull, Touching the Rock,
David Lovell Publishing, 1990.

The book's subtitle is An
Experience of Blindness and the
author offers just that for the
reader. With a sensitive, reflective
invitation the reader is drawn
into the life of a blind person with
shattering impact.
In 1983, some months after he

had registered as a blind person,
John Hull began describing his
experiences onto tape. Using
selective diary entries he intro-
duces the reader into life as he
experiences it over a period of
three years. Thus instead of
offering a statement about being
blind, he inducts the reader into

BOOKS

the dynamic process of adapting
to being a fully blind person.

A University lecturer, Hull had
to cope with giving his lectures
without the aid of notes. As a
sighted person he had connect-
ions with the world around him
but with the loss of his sight he
felt he lived in his body, cut off
from the outside world. Then he
describes how he began to
understand the world through
sounds, smell and the wind.
John Hull is the son of a

Victorian Methodist minister who
went to England to study the-
ology and has remained there. His
book has a theological dimension
that is quite rich.

Keith Little

Overseas Programs
Co-Ordinator

The Australian Coucil of Churches is seek-
ing a person with a commitment to the mis-

sion of the church in an ecumenical context to assist the Director of its
Commission for World Christian Action in the administration and co-or-
dination of its overseas programs in development, justice & human
rights.

The person to be appointed will be able to work as a member of a small
team with limited secretarial support, be prepared to travel from time to
time, be able to represent the Council in its relationships with government
departments, overseas churches and non-government organisations.

Experience in a Third World situation would be an advantage.

Applications should be made in writing to:

The Director, World Christian Action
Australian Council of Churches
P.O. Box C199, Sydney NSW Phone : (02) 299 2215

from whom further details may be obtained. Names & addresses of refer-
ees should be included. Remuneration and starting date are negotiable.

Applications close - Monday 10th December 1990
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The
Made

14M

Elizabeth Wood Ellem ed, The
Church Made Whole, David Lovell
Publishing, 1990.

Walking forward on paper

This is a very comprehensive
book, faithful to the national
conference held in Melbourne,
January 1990. It covers most
aspects. The texts of the six
plenary speakers Dorothy
McMahon, Janet Wood, Dorothy
Lee-Pollard, Hilary Christie-John-
ston, E. Anne Amos and Gwen
Ince are in themselves as
diverse as the women presenting
them.
The prayers and the three Bible

studies offer a wealth of material
for reflection and discussion and I
would be very surprised if
Margaret Tyrer's poetry did not
raise awareness perhaps unadd-
ressed before by the reader.

I wondered how biased my
reading of this book would be

Applications close - Friday 14th December, 1990
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Synod of Victoria
Commission for Mission

Refugee and Ethnic
Ministry Field Worker

The Commission invites applications from lay or or-
dained persons to continue and extend the refugee and ethnic ministries
developed by Mr. Alan Pugh during the past five years.

The person appointed to this challenging and creative ministry will act as a liason
between parishes and the Synod.

The tasks include:

encouraging and assisting parishes to share with ecumenical and conununity
organisations in the settlement and care of refugees.

advising and supporting the increasing migrant ethnic and non-English speak-
ing parishes, congregations and fellowship groups who share in the ministry
and mission of the Uniting Church.

Applicants should have some cross-cultural experience; an undertanding of the
needs of refugees, migrants and ethnic congregations, and a commitment to the
muticultrual ministry of the Uniting Church.

Enquiries and applications should be directed to:
Rev. Malcolm Campbell, Division of Ecumenical Mission,

130 Little Collins Street, Melbourne Vic. 3000.
Phone (03) 654 2488

having been empowered by the
conference myself, but to 'attend'
the variety of workshops through
this book was a kaleidoscope of
experiences, as, too, was entering
the experiences of women named
in 'A Celebration of Australian
Women'. These were women
well-known and deeply loved;
women not named but who still
speak powerfully of their diverse
gifts and unstinting faith in God
and in the Church.
Responding to the report

Women in the Uniting Church in
Australia, 12 groups considered its
recommendations. This section
provides ample material for lively
debate and to enable churches to
come to grips with the need to be
free from racism, sexism and
classism.
If you want a clear picture of

'Why the Church Ordains Wom-
en' you will read eagerly the
extracts from the document as
approved by the Standing Comm-
ittee of the Assembly in March
1990. Hilary Christie-Johnston,
as convener of the group that
compiled the document, outlines
the task. The lively workshop was
led at the conference by Gregor
Henderson, general secretary of
the Assembly. All workshop
discussion could not be compiled
in a volume of 290 pages but
there is enough to stimulate your
own thinking, I believe.
The book affirmed for me the

long way the Uniting Church has
come in seeking mutuality of
ministry for all people; the long
way the Uniting Church has still
to go; and the commitment of so
many women and men in all their
diversity to 'keep on walking
forward' until the Church is Made
Whole.

Shirley Parkin



As a poet, Andrew Lansdown has
been awarded Senior Writer's
Fellowships from the Literary Arts
Board in 1987 and 1988. But, like
most writers, he has also needed
to work in other areas.

He has tutored in English and
Creative Writing at various
1Qchnical colleges and, for four
years, was education officer for the
Vi.A Prisons Department, where
he was staggered at the poetry
hardened inmates would bring
iiim. F6r seven years he edited the
W.A Baptist monthly magazine
which led to his invitation to
pastor the congregation at Boyup
Brook, south of Perth.

His poetry has been compiled
into five volumes (including one
for children) and a sixth, The
Grasshopper Heart, is due early
next year. He spoke recently to
RAY FARLEY, who until meeting
Lansdown at an arts conference
earlier this year believed that
roetry was as irrelevant as Latin.
Somehow, the poet changed the
critic's mind.

many
people neither under-

stand, nor like, poetry. It is
cne of those things we were all
forced to study at school and
avoided ever since. But there is a
paradox even those who
express the greatest dislike for it
are often closet poets. The sad
part is that such people write
doggerel because they never read
good verse.
Andrew Lansdown observes that

"people turn to poetry in mom-
ents of crisis and stress or in
moments of great joy." In the
birth and death notices and
always in the Valentine's Day
classifieds, people resort to rhyme
tor their special messages. You
may well question the quality,
but nonetheless they have turned
to poetry in order to express the
depths of their emotions. It shows
t tere is a profound place for
poetry in the human psyche.

Poetry balances life: Andrew
Lansdown.

By the use of image and
metaphor, by finding 'corresp-
ondences' or parallels, poets can
give emphatic meaning to every-
day occurrences. In this way
poetry can be the most spiritual of
the written arts. No surprise then
that it is used to such great effect
in the Bible.
"I think it is remarkable," says

Lansdown, "that you can, thr-
ough the written word, commun-
icate things of the heart and the
mind and the eye to another
person. It gives me great pleasure
to be able to discover certain
correspondences and then set
them down with some degree of
power and integrity."

By writing poetry he has trained
himself to see and think in ways
he would not have normally. He
finds it is also a valuable balance
to a life which can get involved in
fairly serious and weighty issues.

An early poem, Counterpoise, was
about families picnicking and
enjoying themselves down at a
riverside park.

"I'd got caught up in a whole lot
of serious things and here was
lightness and joy. So the poem
concludes: 'The large, deep things
are all/in their own ways dark and
hard/Small things are a counter-

ARTS PROFILE

Lansdown's
lightness proves

the weight of
words

poise/to lighten and soften the
heart'."
Poetry's value, in both reading

and writing, Lansdown finds, is
its ability to lighten and soften his
heart. And, understandably, it has
great significance in his life. But
not as much as one ABC inter-
viewer presumed.

"The fellow asked: 'What is the
most important thing in your
life?' expecting me to say poetry.
But I said, 'the Lord Jesus Christ'.
He was a bit flummoxed by that:
'Oh, so all of your poetry is
religious, is it?"Well', I answered,
'in the way you're using the term
'religious', no, it's not'.
"In fact, very few of my poems

are openly Christian in terms of
referring to God or Christ or
specifically Christian things. But I
would like to think that under-
lying all of my poetry is a
Christian world view."

He believes this is not a problem
for people who don't share that
world view when he writes about
a shared perception. If as a
Christian he writes about his
children, he is aware that Mus-
lims and Marxists love their
children too, so there should be
no difficulty in them liking his
poetry. "As a Christian, I see
God's hand in nature and so
that's something I have in mind
in my nature poetry. There are
many other people who love
nature too, for different reasons."

continued over

JOURNEY, DECEMBER 1990 43



MUSIC
Lansdown's lightness

from previous page

Technological diversions such as
radio and television may have
prevented contemporary greats
such as Les A. Murray and Bruce
Dawe from earning deserved
status but poetry nevertheless
maintains a treasured place in the
arts.
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Andrew Lansdown's poetry is
often found in literary journals
and newspapers including The
Age, Quadrant, Southerly and will
probably appear in The Bulletin
now that it has revived its trad-
ition of giving 'Australian poets a
stage they deserve'.

His art has also been included in
30 anthologies. Each time, his
Christian world view has prov-
ided a little light in the secular
darkness.

CHURCH STORES Pty. Ltd.
For All Liturgical & Church Requirements

428 George Street, Sydney, 2000 124 Adelaide St, Brisbane, 4000
Phone (02) 233-2268 or 233-3269 Phone (07) 221-4380

We stock liturgical wear for ministers and laity. Preaching scarves, blue cloth
with UCA emblems, Ecumenical Cassock/Alb in white and off-white, Clerical
wear, Tonsular and open neckshirts available in colours. Portable Communion
Sets, Chalices, Wine Civets, Communion Glasses, Trays and Plates, Lecterns,
Hymn Boards, Collection Plates, Table Book Rests.

Phone, mail order di bankcards welcome.

0108.537011
AN INTERNATIONAL
CHRISTIAN MISSION

A fast growing international evangelical Child Development Mission
requires a man to join our communications team at Newcastle NSW as

Manager of Convention Ministries
The successful applicant will have good communication and some crea-
live skills and will be required to travel and represent Compassion at con-
ventions, music festivals and other large Christian gatherings.

This is an opportunity for a committed Christian to exercise a worthwhile
ministry. Preference may be given to a returned missionary but this should
not deter other applicants. The applicant should be evangelical and be a
memebr of an evangelical church. Preferred age 28-50 years.

Please reply to: Mr. Laurie McCowan
Compassion,
P.O. Box 32
Broadmeadow NSW 2292

Please mark it confidential and include a resume of your personal infor-
mation and references.

Adefinitive
description of a

Real Time performance is
somewhat elusive. What this
seven-piece Kiwi rock group pres-
ents at one venue is not what can
be expected at another.

This is not due to inconsistency,
or even a mischievous desire to
avoid pigeon-holing. The reason
is a little more pragmatic: the
intention to play music approp-
riate to the audience.
During their recent month-long

tour of Australia, Real Time
played at a quiet Friday night
church men's meeting; a Sunday
morning worship service followed
eight hours later by a gig in front
of noisy 'hoons' at Blackstump; a
week before they were part of a
series of Pentecostal outreach
concerts. And back home in New
Zealand they also do pubs.

Contagious celebration

The constant throughout is the
delighted reaction of the aud-
ience. At Blackstump, the band's
vitality ignited an (admittedly
excitable) audience who, for the
most part, had never heard them
before. Real Time were so full of
joyous celebration in their per-
formance, it was contagious. Yet
they also managed to make a few
pertinent comments.
Mark de Jong says "it's easier to

learn a set and just do that, but we
try hard to be capable of playing
wherever. We want the audience
to enjoy our performance, and we
want them to be challenged in
some way. That means we have to
be adaptable."

Unlike the laid-back approach of
most bands, Real Time has a
defined structure. De Jong had
experienced the instability of
previous bands and brought to
this one the suggestion of a
written outline of principles.
Though admitting it can be
restricting, he says "it gives us a
clear direction and helps us move
ahead quickly.



Principled band plays -within the
rules

"As we've talked through diff-
erent issues, we try to reach a
conclusion on a point and have it
down in written form, so we're
aware of what's been decided in
the past. If a new member joins,
they can see that we've decided to
spend, say, 10 hours a week prac-
tising, we're going to take this
much time off work, we're going
to put this much money into the
band."
Not wanting to sound too

c bsessive, he adds "we're all
committed to it, but in the con-
text of the rest of our lives."
Their album 'Cold World' was

released earlier this year in New
Zealand and Word has recently
picked up Australian distribution.
A fairly serious selection of songs,
if is a result of the group's dis-
cussions about a Christian's res-
ponse or responsibility to the
poor and needy of the world.

"We feel a real sense that God
has a heart for the poor and the
oppressed," says de Jong. "There's
a movement in the Church at the
moment to get involved on a
social level which is encour-
aging."

However, he is sadly aware that
the Church (of which he is a
guilty part) has tended to give
people the message without any
liseful assistance. He thinks "it is
clearly Jesus' teaching to get
down and do something practical
for people and through that to
share the gospel.
"Salvation of the soul is of

primary importance, but our
inessage doesn't have credibility if
all we're looking for is souls we
cm win."

This statement is pivotal to a
group who bear no relationship to
the mostly bland CCM emanating
out of Nashville. Real Time live in
the real world and offer no trite
Christian platitudes. Their faith is
strongly evident in the lyrics but
instead of blatant, evangelistic
babble, their concern for the
unfortunate in this 'cold world' is
pre-eminent.
Hero is a response to the tele-

vision images of the African
drought and the ensuing dil-
emma: what can an individual do
to help? Victims observes this
same problem with the phrase
"one of me, one billion of you"
and asks "are we victims of the
system / or agents of change?"

MUSIC

A word portrait of youth home-
lessness is deftly drawn in the
mournful On the Street. Closer to
home, One More Day was written
after lead singer Karel Van Heid-
en realised his responsibility for
the breakdown of a relationship.
It's not all heavy, though. The

band's lighter side is evident on
lump Up and the cover of a Tim-
buk 3 song Future's So Bright (I
Gotta Wear Shades).
Deceptively easy to listen to,

'Cold World' is quite 'nice' until
you scan the lyrics and realise the
challenge it sends out to com-
fortable middle-class Christianity.
There can be no better reason for
giving it a listen.

Ray Farley

Minister of the Word
With the retirement of Rev. Dave Robinson the
Nedlands Parish, Western Australia, will be

vacant by the middle of 1991. Information about this parish (which is ad-
jacent to the University of W..A.) can be obtained from the Parish Office,
38 Kingsway, Nedlands W.A. 6009
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The Call, Red Moon (WEA)

Michael Been, singer/songwriter
for The Call, says they try to play
to a musical tradition that "is not
a fad or a trend. It isn't theatre or
a beauty contest or a fashion
show. Music can be used to serve
those things because music can't
defend itself, but musicians can.
"I think the members of The

Cali feel a responsiblity to pres-
erve that tradition, especially in
these times where music is so

Oft
AN INTERNATIONAL
11CHRSISTIA1NMISSION

exploited and cheapened for
strictly commercial purposes."
Despite having managed radio

airplay for at least four of their
singles in the past seven years,
The Call has never been a com-
mercial band. There is a token,
shallow love song on this album
but most have a depth revealed
only with repeated listening.

Often about the inner battles,
their songs are a way of coming to
terms with our inadequacies and
lovelessness for our neighbour.
Yet, with the exception of the
biting You Were There, these are
not guilt trips. There is a su-
rprising positiveness, a belief that
we can do better once we admit
the fault. These songs are healthy
self-examination.

A fast growing international, evangelical child development mis-
sion is seeking to expand its home ministries team with a...

Staff Appointment in Brisbane
Ideally, the applicant will be a competent preacher and successful in
his present occupation. This position would be particularly attrac-
tive to someone with former overseas missionary service, though
that would not be essential. He will be required to travel both within
the State and elsewhere. The applicant must be evangelical and a
member of an evangelical church. Preferred age: 30 - 50 years.
A. salary package will be offered.

Please forward personal information and references to...

Mr. Laurie McCowan,
Compassion,
PO Box 32,
Broadmeadow NSW 2292
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Callers bypass the fashion fraud

And there are great rhythms, an
exciting, earthy feel that builds
through quiet musical under-
statement. Hailed by critics and
peers as a major force in cont-
emporary music they are yet to
achieve the recognition predicted
for them.

And they probably don't care.
An album for the discerning

collector.
Ray Farley

AUSTRALIAN SOLDIERS'
CHAPEL APPEAL

CONTRIBUTIONS MAY BE
MADE TO:

Australian Soldiers' Chapel Appeal
Freepost 123

Kapooka NSW 2661

All donaiions of $2.00 or more are
tax deductable

7be Soldiers Chapel Appeal is an exempt fund under

section 111 (7) (a) (viii) of the bootee Tax Assessment Act

AUSTFtALIAN
NATIONAL

UNIVERSITY
COMBINED CHURCHES
CHAPLAINCY BOARD

seeks expressions of interest from
ordained persons to serve in an at
least half-time chaplaincy position,
focusing on undergrauate students.
The initial appointment will be for
one year.

Enquiries to: Mr. P.E.V. Albrecht,
Anglican Diocese of Canberra &
Goulburn, G.P.O. Box 1981, Can-
berra 2601. Telephone (06) 248
0811, fax (06) 247 6829.



Radio

Encounter
ABC Radio National Sundays 8-
8.45am & Wednesdays 7.15-8pm. ABC
Regional Radio Sundays 9.15-
10.00pm.
Dec 2 - The Way, The Truth and the
Whitegoods. A look at the appeal of a
new form of Christian faith in Eastern
Europe Christian Fundamentalism.
Dec 9 - Kev Carmody. The religious
and social issues which feature in the
music of Aboriginal musician, Kev Car-
mody.
Dec16 - Incarnation. The theology of
incarnation from the Antiochean and
other Orthodox Christian traditions.
Dec 23 - Renewal The Coming of
Light. An episode of the widely-ac-
claimed soundscape program, The Rites
of Passage, which gained a bronze
medal at the 1990 International Radio
Festival of New York. It traces stages of
Advent in the Christian calendar.
Dec 30 - Act of God. One year after
the event, Encounter visits the
earthquake city of Newcastle to speak
to its people about the effects the dis-
aster has had in their lives.

Sunday Night Live
with Rev Gordon Moyes. A top rating
Christian talkback program on Sydney
radio 2GB between 9.00pm and Mid-
night. Features contemporary com-
ment on topical and social issues.

Insights
ABC Radio National Sundays 5.10-
6.00pm & Mondays 10.30-11.20am.
Insights into belief, spirituality and
theology with Paul Collins.

Kronos
ABC Radio National Fridays 8.30-
8.57am & 5.30-5.57pm. Religious Cur-
rent affairs in Australia and around the
world.

2CI-1

Sundays on 2CH, Sydney. 7.35am
Morning Service. 8.20am, 4.50pm Mal
Garvin. 9am, 2pm, 5pm, Bernard Judd
on social issues. 9.50am The Counsellor.
12.50pm, 6.15pm Book reviews.

8.00pm Evening Service. 8.30pm
Nightsong. 9pm Open line with Jay
Bacik.

Christmas Eve
Solemn Midnight Mass.
ABC Radio National 11.45pm-1.00am.
Direct from Christ Church Anglican
Cathedral, Newcastle, NSW.

Christmas Day
Encounter
ABC Radio National 8.15-9.00am
Christmas The Difference. A devo-
tional feature for the Christian Festival
of the Birth of Christ from the Baptist
City Tabernacle in Brisbane.

Insights
ABC Radio National 5.10-6.00pm. A
special Insights program for Christmas
Day.

Creation theme for ABC Christmas service
A bush setting helps to convey the link
between creation and Christmas, in
ABC-TV's worship service to be telecast
nationally on Christmas Day at 11 am.
The service, recorded in Hobart last
month, focuses on the theme for this
year's Christmas Bowl, "The Earth is the
Lord's".
It looks at the Word of Creation becom-
ing flesh within His world, and the im-
plications of this for our appreciation of
nature and concern for the environ-

CHM

THE GUIDE
Best Sellers

Books
Twelve Keys to an Effective Church

Kennon Callahan.
40 More Devotions That Work With

Youth edited by Geraldine Anderson.
Leading a Kids Club in Your Church
Vernon Cracknell.

(Courtesy Uniting Church Bookshop,
Brisbane).

Music
Beyond Belief Petra (Word).
Children of the Western World

Steve Grace (Word).
Another Friday Night Kenny Marks

(Word).
(Courtesy Koorong Books)

ment. Participants include the ac-
claimed Rosny Children's Choir, UC
minister and "Green Independent"
politician Rev Lance Armstrong, singer
John Coleman, children from various
churches, Rev Dr Frank Rees of Hobart
City Baptist Tabernacle as preacher, and
a congregation gathered specially for
the event. The service was co-produced
by the ABC's Richard Reisz and Journey
contributing editor David Busch..

'The_ Pluckies+- Fea-l-herweiskt In
Chicken (4-is-fory !

CI400K! DID yoU KNOW
IT TOOK TI-FE INISE MEN
ALMOST 2 YEAR.& TO
FIND aVsuS ?!?

AND TO THINK I
FOUND M
RI 0-1-1-1- RERE

190
©1990Bv KaititY Lowsison)
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ISSUES

National Conference on Renewal in the Life of the Church,
November 2-5, 1990, Laboure, Sydney

Renewal ... breaking things open in the UC
Renewal. It's a funny old
word, isn't it?

At worst it reminds me of that
yearly trek to the motor registry
to get my driver's licence
stamped.

At best it reminds me of skin.
The miraculous capacity of the
epidermis to heal over a wound.
The skin's ever-newness. (I
believe we shed dead skin con-
tinually and each day our 'casing'
is reborn!)

Renewal. Take the new out of it
and you get real. Take the real out
of it and you get new. They are
two of the characteristics any
renewal must surely exhibit.

My dictionary has nine defini-
tions for it. That's lots of con-
notations and layers. Lots of
room for misuse ... and for
misunderstanding other people's
use of it.

Like Pentecost, the UCA's Na-
tional Conference on Renewal in
the Life of the Church, held over
the weekend of November 2-5 in
Sydney, drew a disparate crowd
from all over Australia. In a
sense, each part of that crowd had
their own 'renewal' language.
Each, too, their own definition of
what the word renewal could or
should mean to the church.

To be fair, I wasn't there for the
whole conference. (And I admit
renewal is such an unpredictable
business it may well have oc-
curred during my absences!)

But while I was there a few
things surprised and concerned
me.

In the UCA's search for the real
and the new I'd have thought a
few more youth and women
might have come in handy. (For
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example, out of the 100 or so par-
ticipants, only 24 were women.)

It also disturbed me that the
`talkfest-cum-talking heads' mode
of conferencing was such a fea-
ture.

Yes, the banners made by Tony
Floyd from Launceston were su-
perb. And at least some of the
music was fresh and inspiring
(though some songs were offput-
tingly sexist!).

But where was the dance, the
poetry, the drama the full force
of the UCA's creativity? Our
celebratory and not just our
cerebratory potential?

Loosen, make free
Far from offering a formula for

instant renewal, as the Rev
Dorothy McMahon, one of the
conference organisers, said, the
conference was meant to start
breaking things open. To loosen
and free the church for move-
ment 'forward together'.

Perhaps if I'd stayed for the
case studies I'd have heard more
about the way God is bringing, or
can bring, new life to our parishes
and people.

Perhaps (and I hope this is so)
the closing sessions drew together
the disparate crowds so that a
new language of renewal, a lan-
guage cutting through our
theological sectarianism, was
spoken.

During Sunday evening's time
of worship, Mark 2:22 came into
my mind: "You cannot put new
wine in old wineskins. If you do
the skins will burst and the wine
will run out and the wineskins
will be ruined."

This connected with a talk

given by the Rev John Brown,
Director of Mission for the UCA's
Commission for Mission, later
that night.

"The Holy Spirit," he said, "al-
ways places before us a choice,
and it is in making that choice
that we either grow or atrophy
shrivel up; become greater or
smaller."

Renewal, his talk reinforced, is
not about the repetitive or the
predictable (like my trips to the
motor registry!).

It is about risk. And openness.
It is about Moses obeying

God's voice, striking the rock
with his staff and seeing water
gush forth as streams in the
desert.

It is about God putting skin on
old bones.

It is about God getting under
our skin and growing faith in us
that's more than skin deep.

It is about God making us so
much bigger and broader in our
beings and our visions that our
old, and far too narrow and con-
stricting, skins burst. Sinews and
muscles and integuments are
recreated so that new wine can
flow in and out of us.

As the Rev Gregor Henderson,
General Secretary of the Assemb-
ly, said, renewal is about a God
who opens us up continually
"and opens and opens us" so that
we are an inclusive church.

A people free to fail, intimated
Professor James Haire, who led
the Bible studies and believes the
picture we get of the church from
Acts is "pretty weird". That it's
better to look at passion week for
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a realistic, but no less powerful,
view of what it means to be the
church and the disciples of
Christ.

Yes, our God is a God of skin.
(Think Jewish circumcision and
God asking us to remove the
foreskin of our hearts. Think
Word made Flesh. Think Jesus
choosing fragile humans as wit-
nesses. Think Jesus tacked to the
cross by his skin. Think you and
me ... our skin holding us
together and keeping our inte-
riors unexposed.)

Perhaps renewal is a word or
concept that can never really be
pinned down. Something we
believe in by faith, sight unseen,
like the renewing of our skin.

Perhaps renewal is God's job,
but we need to be able to recog-
nise where God is breaking open
the casings and carefully, loving-
ly, creatively, attaching the next
sinew.

Renewal.Perhaps it's happen-
ing, or needs to, in a person, a
parish or a community near you.

The word I hear from the con-
ference is to keep your hearts
open and your eyes your skin?

peeled.
Marjorie Lewis-Jones

The Earth is the Lord's

Editorial from page 4

When God created the world, he
did not do so in an ad hoc way.
Modern science has shown that the
world of nature is comprised of
finely tuned ecological systems.

Manythousands of years ago, the
ancient Hebrews intuitively knew
that the whole of life is comprised
of a vast network of inter-connect-
ing and interdependent relations.
Thus, they knew that when one
part of Creation is diminished all
parts are diminished.

Herein lies their concern for the

ABOVE: Group
discussion of
renewal.

RIGHT: Detail
from a Tony
Floyd banner.

establishment of shalom. This Bibli-
cal word for peace, however, is
much more profound than what we
in the West normally understand
peace to mean.

Shalom comes from a Hebrew
verb meaning "wholeness". Thus,
this greeting does not merely wish
an absence of conflict or war, but is
saying "be a whole person".

Human wholeness, however,
depends on the recognition that we
are enmeshed in the web of life that
has been created by God that we
do depend on the natural environ-
ment, and vice versa.

Shalom is to be found in those
people who are truly whole because
they are at peace with their
brothers and sisters, with the

ISSUES

natural environment, and with the
Creator God who stands at the
nexus of this web of life.

Shalom for the whole of Creation
is the Divine promise. But its fulfill-
ment is also dependent upon the
appropriate human response to
God. And that includes the acknow-
ledgement that we too depend
upon God and that "The Earth is
the Lord's" the theme for this
year's Christmas Bowl Appeal.

When we do this, then we will
truly know that we do have a
responsibility to look after each
other and the natural environment.

Uniting Church minister Rev Lance
Armstrong is a Member of the House
of Assembly, Tasmanian Parliament.
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DEVOTIONAL

The English writer Virginia
Woolf once wrote of the fire of
London coursing through St
Paul's Cathedral yet leaving the
monument to the poet John
Donne perfectly intact and un-
blemished by the flames.

The story I tell here is also the
story of a phoenix. New life from
the ashes. The story of a death
and a resurrection.
It begins with the death of Vir-

ginia Woolf.
Plagued by incessant voices in

her mind she believed she'd never
be rid of, Virginia walked to the
River Ouse, laid down her walk-
ing stick, put a heavy stone in her
podcet and surrendered her life to
the water's fluent currents.
Down into the hushed silences

of the underworld I imagine her
sinking; yielding to the 'non-
being' she'd always found so dif-
ficult to express.
Death, as she said to her friend

Vita, is "the one experience I shall
never describe."
A few weeks ago on a Sunday

afternoon I sat reading some let-
ters from friends. The setting was
idyllic. I leaned against a tree in
an open and grassy paddock.
Cows grazed. The sun touched the
surface of a nearby lake.
The first few letters buoyed me up.

I felt positive. Lifted.
The next letter dashed me to the

ground. And while I realise this
sounds dramatic, I felt the author
of that letter thrust a stake deep
into my heart and pin me to the
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earth. The stake was that person's
hatred for me. Their desire to hurt
me. Their power to hurt me. Cer-
tainly it represented the way
they'd commanded a voice in my
mind for years often without
me realising. I'd let them become
a yardstick for acceptability. And
when I'd failed I'd let them con-
demn me.
The letters now felt like mill-

stones in my lap. If I was quidc, I
could transfer them to my podcets
and walk swiftly to the lake
without anyone noticing. I could
do as Virginia did and sink down

down into the cool fluidity of
death and the cessation of voices.

It was a momentarily tempting
solution. But a phrase flashed
into my mind that stopped me:
"If you don't choose your own
priority somebody else will." (It
wasn't a particularly religious
phrase, and certainly not a Bible
verse ...)

But it got me asking questions.
Would I let that other person's

voice command my soul, my
priority, even to the point of deter-
mining the time and place of my
death? Should any other person
wield such power in my life? Had
I not elevated that person to the
point of being a god and
worse, a god before my God,
something the first command-
ment forbids?
Still floored, but with a racing

mind, I could suddenly see
another option. I could tell some-
one else about my hurt. Ask some-
one else to help me smash the idol

to smithereens. I could choose to
live.
And so, as I stood up and

stepped towards life, something
curious appeared in my mind's
eye.
I looked back to where I'd been

reading and saw myself pinned to
the ground. At the same time I
saw a phantom of myself walking
away from the dead carcass.
Virginia Woolf would perhaps

name that kind of intensity of
vision "a moment of being."
James Joyce might call it an
"epiphany."

I have no such fancy epithet for it.
But I knew then I had been

crucified with Christ and that
Christ truly is the resurrection
and the life.
I knew then that it was for

freedom Christ had set me free
not for submission to a yoke of
human slavery (a yoke I realise
now may even have been imagi-
nary but no less burdensome
because my imagination had
created it!).
I knew then that I should no

longer bow down to, or serve, the
other voices that can be so op-
pressive they might, however
momentarily, make you want to
drown yourself or compel you
to live life as a dead person.
A week or so after this ex-

perience I read of an El Sal-
vadorean woman who said: "Our
dead are very stubborn. They
never die when they are killed.
They rise again in the faithful
remnant of women and men who
keep up the fight."

I live now because I'm stubborn;
because I wanted to keep fighting
the voices. Because I wanted
desperately (and still want
desperately) to fight the good fight.
This then is the story of a death

and resurrection. The story of a
phoenix purified by fire.

This then is my own true story.
AND STILL I RISE.

- Marjorie Lewis-jones
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No book has done more to shape our civilization than the
Bible. The struggle to bring it to English speaking people is
dramatically told in two productions from Grenville Films.

GOD'S
OLTLANXT

The Story of William Tyndale

For 400 years
Tyndale's
translation
became-the
standard Bible
throughout the
English-
speaking world

and his stor-y is a reminder of the sacrifices some
have made to secure the freedom we enjo,. todas'.

Starring Roger Rees as William Tyndale
95 mins

Read the book `GOD'S OUTLAW'
by Brian Edwards from Evangelical Press

Yobn

Vpttif fe
Ebe jiliorning .$)tar

The compelling story of how one man withstood the combined onslaught of Henry VIII. Sir
Thomas More and Cardinal Wolsey. Pursued across Europe. Tyndale translated and printed
the Scriptures, then smuggled them into England. His passion was to give the Scriptures to
the common man in his own language. but that was illegal. His cause was more important
than life itself and his story is one of intrigue, heroism and betrayal.

A hundred and fifty years earlier. John Wycliffe had
incurred the Church's wrath by unmasking its
corruption. Proclaiming that God's word should be our
guide to life. Wycliffe translated the Bible into English.
However, without the printing press, Wycliffe's Bibles.
unlike Tyndale's, were hand copied. With fewer of them.
it was easier for the Church to eliminate most by
burning. Nevertheless, this was the spark that would
later ignite all Europe with the Scriptures.

Starring Peter Howell as John kVycliffe
75 mins

AUSTRALIAN RELIGIOUS FILM SOCIETY
Box 97 North Ryde 2113 Tel: (02) 888 2511 Toll free order number: (008) 22 6516

"We will give
God's word to God's children

and his Spirit
will guide them ...



UNITING BOOKSHOPS
MAIL ORDER

Books to help you minister to

mictuEMontt"
404

HEAR A PIN
DROP
Fifty memorable
stories from the Bible
and contemporary
life to share with kids

40 MORE
e DEVOTIONS

FOR YOUTH
A new follow-up
to the successful
first book.

$850
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SEEN AND
HEARD
New ways for
churches to
welcome and
minister to k ds
in corporate
family worship.

$550
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LEADING A
KIDS CLUB
IN YOLTR
CHURCH
At last! A how to
manual for people
working with children,
that offers down to
earth and realistic
possibilities.

$1495
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DREA?

nce Armstro $1295

WHAT WILL
WE DO
WITH THE
CHILDREN?
Here are some
answers for you.

$895

CHILDREN IN
WORSHIP
Thirty imaginative
ways of proclaiming
the gospel.

Phone now for immediate delive ,Australia Post
IN NSWfrom

UNICHURCH BOOKS
3rd Floor, Pilgrim House.
262 Pitt Street
SYDNEY 2000
P.O. Box E178
ST. JAMES 2000
Telephone (02) 264 9311
TOLL FREE (008) 22 7437

IN QLD from
THE UNITING CHURCH BOOKSHOP
60 Bayliss Street
Auchenflower
QLD.
Telephone (07) 377 9831
TOLL FREE (008) 17 7764
Facsimile (07) 377 9716


