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1 Overview

The fieldwork on Ibi-so is being carried out under grant BCS 0853364 from the National Science
Foundation (NSF), Documenting Endangered Languages (DEL) program, 2009 -12. The
language consultant for Ibi-so is the tireless Nouhoum Kodio from Ibi (Commune de Sangha)
and was carried out from June-July and August to mid-September 2012. Due to the instability
and insecurity of working in Mali at this time, the data was gathered in Bobo-Diouallso, Burkina
Faso. The other members of the collective project have been Jeffrey Heath, PI, Brian Cansler,
Samantha Farquharson, Laura McPherson, Kirill Prokhorov, Steve Moran, and the late Stefan
Elders.

Ibi-so [ibi—sd] is a Dogon language spoken in Mali the villages of Ibi, Simero, Madougou,
Donno-sogou, Kansanwa, Bodiwaal, and other small villages in the plains. Outside villages call
the language Toro-so, ‘mountain-talk’ but the endoynms refer to each village’s language (sanga-
S0, etc).

This description is organized by morpho-syntactic category rather than feature as many
morphemes have more than one morpho-phonological feature. The description is organized as

follows: in §2 the relevant Phonological Features of the language are presented with cross-

references to the Nominal Morphology in §3 the Verbal Morphology in §4. Section titles are

hyperlinked throughout the manuscript so the reader is encouraged to navigate between related
sections. Since the data for this description was gathered in a short amount of time, and plans to
be continued, notes to the author are left throughout the manuscript and highlighted. Texts
which were recorded, transcribed and entered into SIL Fieldworks, and glossed by Ibi-so
informant, Nouhoum Kodio and given by his mother, who has resided her entire life in Ibi are

included at the end of the description, followed by a lexicon. Comments are most welcome.




2 Phonology

2.1

Consonantal Inventory

The consonant inventory of Ibi-so is shown below.

bilabial | dental | alveolar | postalveolar | palatal | velar labiovelar
p k

plosive b t d g

nasal m n n

fricative s |J 3 Y

affricate &

approximant r ] W

lateral

approximant 1

Most consonants are voiced intervocalically. Voiced velar stops spirantize between two-

alike back vowels. Voiceless alveolar fricatives palatize before high, front vowels.

2.2 Vocalic Inventory

The vocalic inventory of Ibi-so is listed as follows in (1):

(1)

Vowel Inventory

lecgaoou/

There is a surface [+ATR] contrast between the mid vowels and there is evidence to

support that there is an underlying [+ATR] distinction among high and possibly low vowels as

well.




Vowel length is phonemic except in the case of monosyllabic words which must be
bimoraic due to a minimal word condition. Nasalized vowels were not found among the lexical
items elicited, however, the following verbs behave as though they are vowel-final
phonologically in that the word-final nasal is not sufficient to resolve the minimal-word
condition and are therefore transcribed with a nasalized vowel although it is difficult to
determine the status of the nasal.

(2) Nasalized vowels

a. diin lie down
b. nii® breathe
c. téen chew

d. déén sit

e. daan hunt

The status of nasal-consonant clusters is discussed below.
2.3 Phonological Processes
In this section the key phonological processes which are discussed in this description are
presented. Examples from the following chapters are linked below each subsection.

2.3.1 Clitic and suffix

A clitic differs from a suffix in Ibi-so based on its phonological behavior. Clitics do not
harmonize with a root nor does a clitic invoke vowel harmony. Some clitics such as the Plural
Clitic may carry their own tones. The Plural Suffix which is attached to certain nouns surfaces
with a low tone as does the Plural Clitic. The difference in the two morphemes can be found

among Agentive Nominals. The plural suffix [-w] precedes the agentive clitic [=n].!

! The morphological consquences of this demarcation are discussed in the following chapters.



2.3.2 OCP Nasal
Additionally, a nasal suffix is impermissible when the root to which it attaches contains a nasal.

The Possessive Pronoun Suffix shows an example of allophony between an alveolar nasal [n]

and the labiovelar approximant [w]. The Causative is an example of nasal-deletion following a
root with a nasal. It is proposed that nasal segments may not co-occur stem-internally. This rule
applies to derived environments only as root-internally all polysyllabic roots which begin with a
nasal are followed by another nasal. Examples are found in the lexicon, with one
counterexample, a borrowing from French, [masdord] ‘shawl’.

2.3.3 Nasalization Spreading

Nasalization spreading also occurs at morpheme boundaries. The Reversive Suffix is an

example of nasalization spreading from a nasal in the root to the rhotic initial consonant of the

suffix [ru]. The Perfective negative aspect clitic has the same shape as the Reversive [ru], yet

does not take nasalization from a root unless pronounced pronominals are present in the stem.

The Transitive suffix also surfaces with a similar morpheme [ru], yet its behavior differs slightly
from the above two mentioned morphemes in that if it follows a root without a nasal, it appears
as [nu], and as [fu] after a root with a nasal. The transitive suffix vowel also harmonizes with a
root whereas the above two do not.

2.3.4 Vowel Harmony

The difference between [+ATR] and [-ATR] vowels is slight and was often difficult to
accurately determine. It is possible that the target of harmony is therefore height rather than
[+ATR]. Word roots are harmonic for height and [+ATR] with exceptions occurring before

nasal codas. Suffixes which trigger vowel harmony in verbs include the derivational suffixes



Transitive, Reversive, and Causative, while inflectional suffixes do not trigger or undergo

harmony apart from the final vowel which is epenthesized to the verb root.
2.3.5 Vowel Epenthesis
Obstruent codas are dispreferred in the language. An exception is found among stop codas found

in the Perfective aspect. Otherwise, among the majority of stems in the language, which ban

obstruent codas a vowel is inserted according to the [ATR] and height/backness values of the

vowels in the root, presented in the Vowel Template.

2.3.6 Status of the Mora
Since the above monosyllabic roots are interpreted as being monomoraic, no words may surface

with super heavy syllables. Examples are found among Reduplicated Perfective aspect, wherein

the reduplicant is a copy of the root-initial consonant plus a high vowel (with backness harmony
to the root). A bimoraic root then looses a mora if it would otherwise create a super-heavy
syllable.

2.3.7 Tone

Although lexical tone on Noun and Verb roots is unpredictable, as may be noted in the lexicon,

most verb stems have a falling tonal contour, where the verb root vowel surfaces with a high tone

no matter what its underlying tone and the final mora of the stem surfaces with a low tone. For

example, if a stem such as the Progressive Aspect (suffix [—¢]) is inflected with the first person

singular person suffix [CVC—é—m] the person suffix surfaces with a low tone, but with the third

person singular suffix, a null morpheme, the low tone falls on the progressive suffix vowel [—¢].
The falling tonal melody can also be seen as phrase-final lowering, whether a root is

accompanied by a suffix or a clitic, as shown in the examples of Focus Possession.




Noun root-tone lowering is found among nominal forms, including the Possessive

paradigms. Certain verb stems, for example the Imperative Mood and Past tense which carry a

high tonal melody on the verb stems, are susceptible to depressor consonants, whereas initial-

voiced stops are followed by a low tone, and initial-voiceless stops are followed by a high tone.

10



3 Nominal Morphology

3.1 Introduction

Ibi-so, like other Dogon languages, is an aggluntinating language with inflection and derivation

processes occurring through the affixation of morphemes to a root. Nouns in Ibi-so are
morphologically affected in the following ways:

Singular and Plural noun stems are presented in §3.2 and §3.3 covers various processes

concerning Possession, particularly focusing on tonal effects. Demonstratives are covered in

§3.4 and Coordinating conjunctions in §3.5. Adjectives, including Numerals are presented in

§3.6. The process of forming Compounds is described in §3.7 and Reduplicated Nouns are

presented in §3.8. The process by which a verbs are changed into Agentive Nominals is shown

in §3.9 and the instance of Case marking: Accusative is in §3.10.

3.2 Singular and Plural
Most nouns are marked as being plural with the plural clitic [=be].
3) Plural Clitic

Noun Plural Gloss

a. néne néne=be fly

b. idsu idsu=be dog
C. sisa sisa=be bird
d. gamma gamma=be cat

e. pédsi  pédsu=be  sheep
f. tibu tibu=be rock
g. kidze  kidze=be thing

h. tiin tiir=be tree

11



1. ginni  ginni=be house

] tiru tiru=be wood (firewood)

The plural marker is considered a clitic as it has no tonal or vocalic impact on the noun-
stem. No animacy distinction has been found yet in Ibi-so, as shown in the animate (a - ) and
inanimate nouns (f - j).

Some human nouns take the plural suffix [-w] or are suppletive.

4) Irregular nouns (‘woman’, ‘child’, ‘person’, ‘thing’)

Noun Plural Gloss
a. inng inne—w person
b. naara na-w woman
c. ajne are—w man
d. il uru child
e. ii jaa unnd girl
f. ajne il uru=be boy
(note that ‘child’ in the compounds boy’ and ‘girl’ are reversed)
g. kidzé same thing

Some nouns which refer to human terms are (4a - ¢) are marked with [-w], the singular
nouns (d - f) and change in the stem from their plural counterparts. Note that the Agentive
Nominals below are marked with the [-w] for plural as well. The fact that all these noun roots
have a nasal nasalized or a segment may also contribute to the fact that the plurals vary, although
most nouns are not irregular for pluralization as shown above.

Although some Dogon languages do have animacy and other noun class distinctions, the

only possible residual noun class marker thus far encountered is the bound noun-ending [ne].

12



(5)  Nouns which end in [ne]

Noun Gloss Plural
a. ajne man are—w
b. inng person  inné-w

C. dogo kiné back dogo king dzdji

d. king liver kine dz9ji
€. ninng tongue  ninne dzdji
f. bénne rib bere bénng/ bénne dzdji

Although many of these nouns are body parts, the distinction does not seem to be based on

inalienablity as inalienable plural nouns take the regular plural suffix. The words which refer to

non-body parts (5a - b) are marked with the irregular plural suffix [-w]. Note than most of the

nouns with [ne] endings are mass nouns, taking the adjective ‘a lot’ [d39ji] (5¢ - f) to indicate

more than one.

3.3 Possession

Among possessed nouns, there are tonal changes. Particularly, a NP as prenominal possessor

causes nouns to lose their tones and revert to a default low tone.

The possessive pronouns for nouns other than kin terms are listed here. Note the

allomorphy in the second person singular suffix [w ~ n] which is mentioned above.

(6) Possessive Pronoun Suffix

a. ere goat b. pédsu
eré—md ET€—Umd pédzi-md
ETE—W ETE—EW pédzu—n
ETE—WD eré—bon pédzi-wd

sheep
pédzi—umd
pédzi—ew

pédsi —bon

13



The possessor morphemes all have low tones except for the third person singular. A
noun possessor morpheme is not altered tonally from its citation form, however note that the
final vowel in (6b) ‘sheep’ is fronted. A possessed noun does not undergo vowel harmony;
compare the vowels in (6a) with (6b). Since the noun is auto-segmentally unaffected by the
possessor morpheme, it is considered a Clitic.

Segmentally, the example in (7a) appears with [w] as the second singular possessive
clitic, while the example in (7b) surfaces with [n]. Shown here in further examples, [n] is the
second person singular possessive allomorph following nouns without nasals.

Nouns without a nasal in the root take the suffix [-11] as the second singular possessive.

(7) Possessive Pronoun Clitic Allomorphy: [n]

Noun 2S.POSS Gloss

a. idiga  idzt-n dog
b. toru  tort-—n bull
c. pédsu pédsi—n  sheep
d. bdgi  bdgi-n  belly button
Nouns with a nasal in the root take the second singular possessive suffix allomorph [—W].
(8) Possessive Pronoun Clitic Allomorphy: [w]

Noun 2S.POSS Gloss

a. naa naa-w COW

b. gamma gamma—w cat

c. sond SOnU—w horse

d. ana ana—w mouth

e. bana bana—w eating bowl

14



Nouns with a nasalized liquid in the root also take the suffix allomorph [—W].
9) Possessive Pronoun Clitic Allomorphy: [w]

Noun 2S.POSS Gloss

a. ara ara—w rain
b. ere ETE—W goat
c. sarda  sara—w broom

However, if a nasal in the root is followed by a consonant, in most cases, the allomorph [-1] is
suffixed to the root.
(10)  Possessive Pronoun Clitic Allomorphy: [n]
Noun 2S.POSS Gloss
a. kin¢ 16mb6  kiné 16mbo-n  heart
b. d&zandura dzandara-n  donkey
c. naa gurdw  naa gurdw-n  heifer
In some words, the suffix allomorph [-W] appears even if there is a consonant following a
root-internal nasal (10a - b). Cases such as (10b) are very rare among polysyllabic roots, this
word being a borrowing from French, in that in the entire lexicon this was one the only instances
of a word-initial nasal that is not followed by another nasal in the root.

(11)  Possessive Pronoun Clitic Allomorphy: [w]
Noun 2S.POSS  Gloss

a. kambé kambé-w  talisman
b. karankaa karanka—w vestibule
c. musddrd  musddrd>-w  shawl

d. 3angini  34ngini-w  body

e. sarme sarmé—w corn

15



An analysis of this issue will be examined in another manuscript. What remains curious
is as to why the nouns ‘horse’ and ‘sheep’ change their final vowels from before the possessive
suffx. Other nouns which end in a high vowel do not show this same alternation ([ii—W] ‘my
child’).

To indicate focus on the possessed noun, ‘my X’, the suffix [ji] is attached to the

possessive pronoun suffix.

(12)  Focus Possession

a. horse sdnu—ma-—ji
/sdnu/
sonu—u-ji
SONU—Wo—i
b. goat ere—ma—ji
/ere/
ere—0-i
ere—wo—ji
c. cat gamma-ma—ji
/gamma/

gamma-u-ji
gamma—wo—ji
d. dog idgu—ma—ji
lidgu/
idzu—0-ji

idgu-wA-ji

sonu—omo—ji
sonu—é-wi
sonu-bd-ji
ere—Oomo—ji
ere—e—wi
ere—bdji
gamma—omo—ji
gamma—é—wi
gamma—bd-ji
idsu—6mo—ji
idsu—é—wi

idst-bsji

Compare the possessor clitic above with the focus clitics here. While the possessor
clitics above all carry low tones, yet before the focus marker [ji], they are all high. Further, note

the change in [ATR] values of the possessor clitics and the nasalization (compare 12a - ¢ with

16



12d) of the focus marker. Thus, it is suggested that the possessive pronoun clitics have
underlying high tones which undergo phrase-final lowering word-finally.
While nouns including inalienables are marked with the above clitics as possessors, kin

terms or familial relations are marked by pronominal morphemes. Although the pronominal

morpheme does not alter the tones of a root to which it precedes, in the case of possessive
constructions, the tones the possessed noun are lowered.
(13)  Possessive Pronoun: kin terms
a. sunuro younger brother
mu sugurd  éme sunuro
U sunuro € sunuro

woO sunguro  bé sunuro

b. boru paternal uncle
mu boru éme boru
u boru ¢ boru
wo boru bé boru

c. ninu maternal uncle
mu nigu émé ninu
U ninu € ninu
woO ninu bé nigu

The possessive pronoun is used in the same manner with familial relations, lowering the

tone of the noun, and the subsequent plural clitic.

17



(14)  Possessive Pronoun with Plural for familial relations

gloss noun 1®* POSS 1 POSS=PL
a. friend arnge mu arnge mil arnge=be
b. mother naa mu naa mu naa=be
c. father baa mu baa mu baa=be

As with the pronominal constructions above, a noun which precedes another noun and
acts as a possessor lowers the tone on the noun, illustrating that the tone-lowering is triggered by
the possessive construction rather than a possessive morpheme.

(15) NP as prenominal possessor

ginii naara ajne
house woman man
a. séedu ginni  Seydou’s house
b. naara ginni  a woman’s house
c. ajne ginni the man’s house

Here we see that when a noun acts as a prenominal possessor, it deletes the tones on
following noun, yet the possessor noun’s tones are unaltered.

The scope of the tonal deletion of a constituent which follows a noun possessor is shown
here, beginning with a noun which is modified by an adjective and then a number.

(16) Possessed noun and modifier

ginii dije déemiré  pédsu
house big fat sheep
a. ginni dije big house

b. séedu ginni dije Seydou’s big house

c. séedu pedsu démire  Seydou’s fat sheep

18



A modifier which follows a possessed noun also undergoes tone lowering.

(17)  Possessed noun, modifier, and numeral

a. séedu ginni kardj Seydou’s six houses
b. séedu ginni dije kardj Seydou’s six big houses
c. séedu pedsu démire kardj  Seydou’s six fat sheep

As shown in §(23) numerals do not affect the tone of the noun they modify nor are they
affected. Here, we see that the numeral continues to be independent of the possessor-noun-
modifier phrase.

(18) Deixis

a. séedu ginni n k3 a house of Seydou there
A deixis marker is not affected by the tonal-deletion of the noun possessor phrase.

(19)  Pronoun plus classifier as post-nominal possessor

Phrase Gloss
a. ginni=md my house
b. pédgu=be sheep (PL)
c. pédgu=md my sheep
d. pédzu démire=md my fat sheep
e. pédzu démire=md kuryj my six fat sheep

As shown above, the Possessive Pronoun Suffixs and Plural Clitics, here as (19a - ¢), do

not undergo or cause tonal affects on the noun except that there is a phrase-final tone lowering
effect. Note that when the nominal is possessed by a possessive pronoun, even with an
intervening adjective (19d) or a following numeral (19¢), the tones on each constituent are

unaffected.

19



3.4 Demonstratives
As shown in the demonstrative examples here, the tones of the noun are unaffected by the
locative demonstrative.

(20) Locative demonstratives

Phrase Gloss Phrase Gloss
a. €r€ UWJ a goat here d. € jEWO a goat there
b. pédsu uwd  a sheep here e. pédsi jéwo a sheep there
c. sonu uwd  a horse here f. sonu jéwo  a horse there

Also note the allomorphy in (20b, €) whereas the final high vowel of the word ‘sheep’ fronts
before the proximal demonstrative.
3.5 Coordinating conjunctions
To conjoin two nouns in a phrase, the conjunction [le¢] is used.

(21)  Conjunction ‘and’

Phrase Gloss
a. kadija lee adama lee Kadija and Adama
b. naara lee ajne 1ée a woman and a man
c. ulee mu lee you and [
d. kadija Iee nu 1e¢ ibe jaaj Kadija and Nouhoum left
e. naara lee ajne l1é¢ dzé—dzé—wng—¢  a woman and a man are arguing

The conjunction ‘and’ is used after each noun (21a - b, d - e) or prounoun (21c) in a
coordinating conjunction phrase. Additionally, note that while the 3™ person plural pronoun is
repeated after the subject noun phrase before the verb which is marked for plural in (d), a similar

phrase in (21¢) does not require the same pronoun.

20



3.6 Adjectives
Among unpossessed adjective phrases, the final tone of the noun becomes low if it is not already,
and there is no change on the modifier.

(22) Tone on adjective phrases

Noun Adjective Black White Big
a. goat  &ré &re démire ere pira ere géwu

b. sheep pédsu pédsu demiré  pédsu pira  pédsu géwu
c. horse  sdnu sdnu demiré  sdyu pirG  sdyu géwu
The tone of the example ‘goat’ (22a) shows the process of final tone-lowering before an
adjective most clearly as the final syllable is underlyingly high.
Here, numerals are listed. Note that in counting, the number ‘one’ differs from its
citation form.

(23) Numerals: taru (tii)

Noun Noun Numeral Gloss
a. pédzu pédzu taru sheep
b. eré Eré taru goat
c. naara naara taru woman
d. ajne ajne taru man

Neither the tone on the numeral nor the noun is affected by the addition of a number.
The numerals from ‘2’ to ‘10’ are shown as follows:
(24) 2’to ‘10’
1¢j

taanu
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naji
numard
kroj
s9j
gaara
tawd

péru

(25)  “11” to *5000°

péru gu tir sige
péru guu 1¢j sige
péru gun taanu sige
pért guu naj sige
péra gultl numaHrd sige
péru guau karoj sige
péru guu sjj sige
pérat guu gaara sige
péru guu tawd sige
pe 1€

pé 1] tir sige

pé taanu

pé taanu tir sige

pEé naj

pé ndj tir sige

3.7 Compounds

Compounds in Ibi-so are left-headed.

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
30
31
40
41

pE€ NIMOTd

p€ NUmMAHTI tir sige
péru kuroj

péra kuroj tir sige
pé s9j

pé s9j tir sige
ddgd sunu

ddgd sunu taru
ddgd sunu péra
ddgd sunu pérugu tir sige
sunu

sunu taru

sunu 1¢)

st 1¢j tama taru
sunu 1¢) tama 1¢j
sunu taanu

munu

mundt NUMOTd

50
51
60
61
70
71
80
81
90
91
100
101
200
201
202
300

1000
5000
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(26) Compound nouns
Nouns Glosses Compound  Gloss
a. tii; ii tree; child tiin—i fruit
b. mangoro; i mango; child  mangéré—ii  mango fruit
c. pédzu; ii sheep; child  pédzi—ii lamb
d. pédzu; jaa sheep; female pédzi—jaa ewe
e. pédzu; ara sheep; male pédzi—ara male sheep
f. pédzu; ? sheep; ? pédzi—-dzanti  ram
g. robiné dii tap; water robiné—dii tap water
h. dgdrd; dii well; water dgdro—dii well water
1. taga; dii pond; water taga—dii pond water
] new; dii salt; water néw—dii ocean

Two nouns are considered a compound in Ibi-so when they semantically and
phonologically act as a unit. From these examples it is not possible to determine if vowel
harmony is an active process in compounding. Tonally, a compound acts differently from a NP
as prenominal possessor . As shown in examples (26a - ¢), the head of the compound adopts all
high tones while the non-head retains its citation-form lexical tones. Examples (26d - ¢)
illustrate compounds in which not only does the head noun surface with all high tones, the non-
head noun emerges with the opposite of its lexical tonal melody; high-low becomes low-high
(26d) and low becomes high (26e). A third pattern is witnessed among the nouns in (26g - j).
The non-head noun surfaces with low tones despite its lexical form, and the head nouns all

emerge with high tones save for the example in (26h).
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3.8 Reduplicated Nouns
Dogon languages often have nouns with apparent initial reduplication Cv— (animal names, etc.).

As shown below, some stems in the Reduplicated Perfective Aspect also use a copy of the root-

initial consonant plus the high, front vowel [Ci—].

(27) Initial Cv—reduplication in nouns

Noun Gloss
a. ki-kaa grasshopper
b. pi—pilé beetle/bug
c. ti—taa hyena
d. ti—tépu hawk

The tones of nouns have yet to be investigated in detail, thus the author is unsure at this
point of the tonal variation found on the reduplicant.
3.9 Agentive Nominals
The agentive is formed by attaching the agentive clitic [=n] to a verb root. An underlying mid
vowel underspecified for backness or [ATR] features is epenthesized between the agentive clitic
and the root so as to ensure that all syllables are of the type CV. As discussed in detail below,
the Verb Root determines the vowel which is inserted. The quality of the agentive stem vowel is
determined by the vowel(s) in the verb root’s spreading of its height, backness, and [ATR]
features as shown below. The final tone of the noun stem becomes high, and the agentive suffix

has a low tone. The agentive stem takes the irregular pluralsuffix [-w], which suffixes between

the final vowel and the agentive clitic [=n].
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(28)  Agentive clitic and plural suffix

Root Agentive SG Agentive PL Gloss

a. goo go—gd-5=n go—go6—o6—w=n dance

b. dzon du—dsdn—o5=n  dsu—dzon—o-w=n  heal

c. dub dub—-5 dab—5=n dub—o0 duib—6—w=n forge
d. gaakun gaa kun—6=n gaa kun—6—w=n dye (indigo)
e. bir bir—¢ bir—-é=n  bir—¢ bir-é-w=n  work

f. wajing  wajing—é=n wajing—e—w=n (chop) butcher
g. tadsutt  tadgu tij—é=n tadsu tij—é—w=n weave (basket)

h. dege lab dege lab—4=n  deége lab—a—w=n sculpt (statue)

1. teme ma témeé md—a=n  tém—¢ ma—4—w=n make mason (brick)
] toroj ma tordj ma—a=n  tordj ma—a—w=n potter (pot)

k. bujiba  buji ba—4=n buji ba—4—w=n drummer (drum)

1. daan da na—é=n da na—4—w=n hunt

m. ni nii ni—i=n nii ni—i—w=n sing

n. guw gu—guw—é=n gu—guw—e—w=n steal

Mid vowels in a root have a surface contrast for [+ATR] and spread their value to the
epenthesized vowel as shown in examples (28a - b). Although there evidence to support an
underlying [=ATR] feature contrast among high vowels [i u] in Ibi-so, all high vowels surface
with the value [+ATR]. High, back vowels spread their backness and underlying [-ATR] or
[+ATR] feature to the epenthesized agentive vowel as shown in examples (28c) - (28d)
respectively, and underlying [-ATR] front, high vowels in (28e - g). Roots with low vowels

(28h), spread their low feature onto the agentive epenthesized vowel. Roots of the type /CV/



(281 - m), copy their final vowel before the agentive suffix. The example in (28n) is an exception
to the above stated generalizations in that the epenthesized vowel does not match the root vowel
in terms of its backness feature.

The fact that the plural marker precedes the agentive marker is unusual as inflectional
morphology usually follows derivational. However, if the plural suffix is interpreted as being a
suffix, while the agentive marker is presented as a clitic, the analysis is somewhat more
straightforward. Otherwise, if both markers were interpreted as being suffixes, the plural
morpheme would have to be seen as being infixed between the agentive and the root.

3.10 Case marking: Accusative
Transitive phrases take the accusative suffix [-n] on the object noun.

(29)  Accusative Case

a. lag hit aa. ant reprimand
I reprimand a
mu® ii lay—angé—m T hit a child m ii-n ant) tdp—gé-m  child
b. sinn carry on back bb. irob breast feed
I carry a child I breast feed
mu ii sinn—éwgé—m  on my back mu ii—n iro ob—ong—¢é—m a child
c. dzenn take cc. na give birth
I give birth
mu ii dgén—éwgé—m 1 take a child mu ii na—wng—é-m to a child

The accusative suffix can only be seen when the verb is vowel-initial; compare (29a - c)
with (29aa - cc). Curiously, not all verbs display the accusative suffix as shown with the vowel-

initial verb, ‘buy’ below, and preceded by various objects, both animate and inanimate.
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(30) Lack of Accusative Case Marker
a. eb buy

mu £ré éb—ewgé-m I am buying a goat
mu téj éb—ewgé-m I am buying tea
mu id3i éb—ewgé—m I am buying a dog

mii t1 {i éb—&wgé—m I am buying fruit
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4 Verbal Morphology

As mentioned above, Ibi-so is an aggluntinating language. Verb stems are inflected and
derived mostly through the addition of suffixes to a verb root.
4.1 Slot template
The following combinations illustrate the placement of elements in the verb stem.

(31) Combinations of affixes

I muanii sinniram
mi- U- -n ii sinn -1 - -m
IS  2S Accusative child carry baby on back stative neg 1S

child I carry baby on back

I did not put a child on her back.

2 i dogén kannorum
il dogon kunn -5 -t -m
child back insert Final mid vowel neg 1S
child back I did not put

I did not put the child on your back.

3 taan pinnérim
taan pinn  -¢€ -t -m
door close Final front, mid vowel neg 1S

door I did not close
I shut the door.
4 sunn naaru génntum
stnn naa -ta gonn -ti -m

rope braid (rope) reversive take off, take out pfv 1S
rope unbraid I took out

I unbraided the rope.
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5 stinn naart gonnorum
sunn naa -tu gonn -0 -ra
rope braid (rope) reversive take off, take out Final mid vowel neg

rope not braid I did not take out
I did not unbraid the rope.
6 mawonsinn naaraw

ma- wo- -n sunn naa -ra4 -W

IS 3PL  Accusative rope braid (rope) reversive transitive

I make unbraid
gonnoboém
gonn -0 -b6 -m

take off, take out  Final mid vowel pst 1S
I take off

I made you unbraid the rope.

7 wonsunn naaru
wo-  -n sunn naa -Tu
3PL  Accusative rope braid (rope) reversive
rope not braid
gonnoram
gonn -0 -t -m
take off, take out  Final mid vowel neg 1S
I did not take off

I did not make you unbraid the rope.

8 wontéburu
wo- -n téb -u -ra
3PL  Accusative bend Final high, back vowel reversive
I am unbending you

gonongém

gon -0 -ngé  -m

take off, take out  Final mid vowel prog 1S

take off, take out

1S
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I am standing you up.

9 wontéburu
wo- -n téb -u -ra
3PL  Accusative bend Final high, back vowel reversive
I am unbending you
gugondom
gu- go -n -d6 -m
take off, take out  take off, take out transitive fut 1S

I will take out

I will unbend you.

Therefore, the following verbal template shows the placement of constituents in the verb
stem although tense, aspect, and mood overlap (see negative ) with marking for subject. While
the pronouns remain the same for each TAM category, the final vowel of the verb root, the

negative marker, and the pronominal suffixes differ among the categories.

(32) Verb template

(pronoun) (object) RED-— ROOT FV -TAM  NEG DERIV pronominal PL

mi 1S same Ci/lu pup PERF ru REV
u 2S PAST MP
wo  3S IMPERF CAUS
émé 1P IMPER

b33 2P PROG

be¢ 3P HABIT

The following vocalic template shows a basic illustration of the vowels which are
associated with each TAM and derivational stem.

(33) Vowel template

chaining isolation inflectional derivational

ROOT e¢1 € ROOT &1 u ROOT €1 u ROOT e1 ¢
e/l 1 e/l u 2/t u 2/t 9
ou u ou u ou u o/u o
o/t 2 o2/t u e/l u el e
a a a u a u a a
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4.2 Verb Root: Chaining Form

It is proposed that most verbs, (excluding CVV and CVN roots), in Ibi-so and all Dogon
languages are underlyingly CVC and emerge with a final vowel due to a high-ranked constraint
banning syllable codas. The surface final vowel is determined by the underlying root vowel’s
features and the TAM of the verb. Therefore, the verb root in Dogon is an abstract concept that
is determined from the behavior of the verb stem in various inflectional and derivational stems.
In Ibi-so, verb roots may be garnered by examining the chaining form, an uninflected verb which
is chained to a ‘dummy’ verb such as ‘want’ or ‘can’, and the imperative mood stem. The
former shows the tone of the verb root while the latter illustrates its vocalism.

Verb roots with underlying mid, [~ATR] vowels surface with a copy of the root vowel as
the final vowel in both imperative and citation stems. Depressor consonants affect the tones of
the imperative stem: voiced consonants lower tones while voiceless consonants raise tones. The
underlying tones of the verb root are found on the citation stem, with the root melody being
spread from the root to the final vowel suffix.

(34) Mid, [-ATR] vowel roots

Root Imperative Stem Citation Stem Gloss
a. deb  deb—¢ deb—¢ cover
b. keer  kéer—¢ kéer—¢ bite
c. deg dég—¢ dég—¢ lick
d. nen  nep—¢ nen—¢ lean
e. peg  pég-¢ pég—¢ nail
f. ner  ner—e nér—e file
g. sem  sém—¢ sém—¢ sweep
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h. gon
1. jon
j. por
k. sob
1. sog
m. tog
n. ton
a. sob
b. jeb
c. peer

gon—-o
d3on—6
por-o
sdb—5
sdy—9
tdg—3
ton—5
s6b—3
jéb—¢

péer—¢

gon—o
d3on-0
por-o
sob—5
$3g—9
tdg—d
ton—o
sOb—0
jeb—¢

péér

surround

heal

strangle

shot

lock

knock

write

brush out braids
roll up (pants)

bone (break)

Verb roots which are underlyingly [+MID], [+ATR] take a copy of the root tone in the

imperative stem and [—u] in the citation stem as the final vowel.

(35) Mid, [+ATR] vowel roots

Imperative Stem  Citation Stem

Gloss

Root
a. bods bodz—6
b. ob 0b-0

bods—u

ob—u

bury

give

We see in the imperative stem that the front, mid vowel roots (35a - b) emerge with front

vowel suffixes while the back, mid vowel roots (35c¢ - e) surface with back vowel suffixes. The

citation suffixes for [+ATR] root vowels are all high, back vowels [—u] (although as highlighted

above, there are some exceptions surrounding nasals, proposed to be a phonetic occurrence).

Now that we have determined that [~ATR] vowel roots surface with a copy of the root

vowel in both citation and imperative stems, and [+ATR] vowel roots take [—u] as the final
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vowel in the citation form and a copy in the imperative stem, we may examine the surface

opaque low and high vowel roots.

(36)

g.

Low vowel roots

Root
lab
bar
dzan
lag
pag
dag

tab

IMP
lab—a
bar-a
dzan—a
lag-a
pag-a
dag-a

tab—a

Citation  Gloss

lab—a cut/chop
bar—u help/increase
d&zén—u read

lag—a hit

pag—u tie

dag—u leave (alone)
tab—u touch

The verb root in (35a) is proposed to have underlying [~ATR] root vowels as its surfaces

with a copy of the root vowel in both citation and imperative form in the same manner as the mid

vowels above. By the same reasoning, (36b - g) take a final [-u] and are hypothesized to be

underlying [+ATR] although they surface with the default [-ATR] value for low vowels.

It is proposed that [-ATR] high vowel roots (37a - e) surface with a mid-vowel suffix.

(37)

High vowel roots

Root
bin
bir
Jig
dub

gur

Citation Stem

bip—¢
bir—¢
jig—¢
dub-5

gur—o

IMP
bip—¢
bir—¢ 'bir—¢

jig—¢

dub-5 dub->

gur—o

Gloss
pull
work
sift
forge

dig
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While underlyingly [+ATR] high vowel roots (37f - 1) surface with the high, front vowel

suffix.

Among roots with high vowels, there are no final [-u] suffixes. The reason why high

vowel roots may not surface with high vowel suffixes is not known, although it is hypothesized

that it may be due to an OCP violation banning successive high, back vowels.

Stative verb stems act slightly differently than active verbs in that they end in a high,

front vowel in citation form and with a mid, front vowel in the imperative mood despite the root

vowel’s quality or height. The tone on the citation form of stative roots is the lexical tone of the

verb root; it is unpredictable.
(38) Stative roots

Root Citation

a. teb téb—i

b. ger  gér—

c. tods  tddz—
d. I in—i
e. d&sib  dzib—-i
f. tun  tap-i

g. pub  pub-i

h. kum  kom—i
1. do duw—
j. bany  ban-i

k. wag wagi—je

1. tab  tab—

IMP
téb—¢
gér—¢
todz—¢
in—¢
dzib—¢
tun—¢
pub—¢
kiim—¢
duw—¢
ban—¢
wajig—¢

tab—¢

Gloss

bend

hold

squat

stand, stop
wrap (panya)
kneel

blow on a fire
make a fist
carry on head
hide

yawn

start
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Some nasal-final/nasalized vowel roots do not take a final vowel.

(39) Nasal-final roots without epenthesis

a. daar hunt

b. déén sit, sit down
c. din lie down

d. sdn unbraid

(40)  Other (exceptions)

a. d35n—0 heal
b. maj—i make
c. nen—u lean
d. ni— ni— sing
e. nimint bée remember
(41) Vowel final roots
a. guw—¢ guw—¢ 'gaw—£?  steal

Tonally, each verb root is associated with a melody. The melody spreads from the root
vowel to the epenthesized final vowel in the chaining form. Each stem must surface with at least
one high toned vowel. Since each verb root melody must contain at least one high tone, there is
a possibility that the language could be considered pitch-accent instead of tone, with one accent
per word. Throughout the manuscript, verb roots are shown, where available, in abstract form
with their underlying tone and [ATR] specifications.

The following inflectional positive categories are presented in this grammatical overview.

(42) Inflectional Positive Categories

Perfective (compl) -je- ~-dge-  ex. lag-dzé-m ‘T ate’
perf for statives -aa- ~ -jaaj-  ex. dog-aa- /sug-aa- ‘(the work) it is finished’
perf for mp -te- ex. bar-i-te-me-m ‘(sugar) was increased’

ex. wo ban-a veg-e-te-me-m  ‘when I came, he was hidden’
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ex. wo n daa-j-ti-n  ‘he was killed’

ex. lag-i pii-te-me-m  ‘when I came, he had been hit’

past -bi- ~ -be- ex. laga-bi-m ‘I hit’

past focus -bo- ex. laga-bo-m ‘it was me who hit’

habitual ex. lagawn j¢ tabam ‘I am always hitting’
ex. lag-e-m ‘(every day) I hit’

progressive -nge- ex. lag-a-wgé-m ‘I am hitting’

future, -do- ex. laga-do-m ‘I will hit’

imperfective

4.3 Inflectional Stems

As noted above, the verb root in Ibi-so is an abstract extrapolation based on the behavior of
various verb stem forms. The verb root is helpful in determing the tonal and vocalic affects of
the various inflectional suffixes found in the language. In addition to each verb stem listed, the
verb root is shown with its underlying vocalism and tone.

The imperative mood is formed by suffixing a short vowel to front vowel, CVC verb
roots (a - ¢) in the singular and a long vowel to the plural. Roots which are CVV and contain
mid, front vowels underlyingly are altered tonally (c), and those with low vowels (43e - f) take
the suffix [] in the plural. A mid, [-ATR] CVC root also takes the [j] suffix in the plural. The
imperative singular stem takes high tone melody unless the initial consonant is voiced in which
the initial vowel’s tone is lowered. The plural imperative stem takes the same tonal pattern but

with a phrase-final lowering on the final vowel.

36



(43)

c.

f.

The imperative mood stem shows evidence of the underlying [+ATR] value of the root.

(44)

Imperative mood

Gloss
look
take
sit
run
work
go

eat

Root
nen
dsen
déén
dz5b
bir
éc

kaa

Imperative mood : Mid vowels

Root  Imperative  Gloss
déér  deén sit
dsen  dzen—¢ take
déb deb—¢ cover
dég deg—¢ lick
¢b eb—¢ buy
nén nen—¢ look
kér kér—¢ bite
ob ob—6 give
géomm gomm-o0 chop
sdg $3g—9 lock
&5y d&Bon-d healer

Imperative (SG) Imperative (PL)

nen—é nén—ée
dzen—¢ dzen—ée
deéén déen
dzob-5 dz3ob—-0j
bir—¢ bir—¢¢
ia4 j4a-
kaa kaa—j
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L. ton ton—o write
m. ndd ndd drink (sth)

From the imperative mood stems, we can see that (44a - b) have underlying mid, front
[+ATR] vowels as the suffix vowel is a copy of the underlying root vowel. Roots (44c - g) are
mid, front [-ATR], (44h - i) are mid, back [+ATR] and (44j - m) are mid, back [-ATR].

(45) Imperative mood : High vowels

Root  Imperative Gloss

a. d&zib dzib—¢ wrap (panya)
b. jig jig—¢ sift

C. bir bir¢ bir—¢ work

d. ding  ding—¢ attach

e. in in—¢ stop

f. pin pinn—¢ close

g. dii dii lie down

h. gur gur—o0 dig (sth)

1. ddb dub-5 forge

j. do duw—¢ carry on head

Among high vowels, we see that high vowels may not surface as [~ATR] although the
imperative forms of front, high vowels (45b - f), and back, high vowels (451 - j) indicate that the
underlying [-ATR] value of the verb root is spread to the imperative suffix. The remaining
forms spread the [+ATR] value of the verb root onto the imperative suffix. The example (45j) is
an exception to the generalization that the imperative suffix also adopts the frontness/backness

feature of the verb root.
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(46) Imperative mood : low vowels

Root  Imperative Gloss

a. daa daa kill

b. daa»  dandann-4  hunt

c. ée jaa leave

d. dzag  dzan—a read

e. kaa kaa cut, shave
f. l1ab lab—a cut

g. lag lag—a hit

h. pag pay—a tie

Among low vowel roots, we see that the imperative suffix adopts the low height value of
the root, although no difference in [ATR] value is witnessed.

In summary, the imperative mood induces vowel height and [ATR] harmony, spreading
from the root to the suffix, with the exception among high vowels which surface as mid in the
imperative suffix. The tone of the imperative mood is high, with depressor consonants lowering
the initial vowel of the stem.

4.4  Prohibitive mood
The prohibitive mood is formed with the verb root, the final vowel in accordance with the height,
[ATR], and backness features described above, and a clitic [no] for the singular. The prohibitive

morpheme is considered a clitic because it alters neither the tone of the root nor is its [ATR]

value altered by the root. The plural prohibitive in the second column is formed by the

suffixation of a palatal glide [j]. The plural morpheme is considered a suffix because it receives
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nasalization spreading from a root with a nasal or nasalization on a vowel (47a - d) but not from

the prohibitive clitic’s nasal if the root does not contain a [+NAS] feature (47¢ - f).

(47) Roots with nasals/roots without nasals

Root  Sg Prohib

P1 Prohib Gloss

a. nen  nén=no

b. d&zén  dzep—é=no
d. déér  dée=no

c. bir bir—€=no
g. dzdb  d30b—-5=no
e. ée jaa=no

f. kaa kaa=no

NEN=no—j look
den—€¢=no-j  take
déer=no-j sit
bir—€=no—j work
d30b—5=no—j  run
jad=no—j g0

kaa=no—j eat

The tone on the prohibitive is not predictable from these stems thus further evidence needs

to be gathered to determine the tonal pattern of the prohibitive stem.

4.5 Past tense

The past positive stem consists of the verb root, the final vowel of the verb stem, the past tense

marker [bV], and a singular or plural person marker. Certain verbs such as ‘hit’ also take the

unknown suffix [-W].

(48)  Past positive stem -

mil idsa lay—a—W bi-m
0 idsa 1ay-a(—w) bod
w6 idst laya—w bi

lag ‘hit’
I hit a dog émé idzu lay—a be-y  we hit dogs
you hit a dog ¢ idz0 lay—a be you (pl) hit dogs

he hit a dog beé idgu laya—w bé—n  they hit dogs
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Each verb stem in the past paradigm carries a high-low melody. The final vowel of the
verb has a low tone as does the past tense morpheme indicating that the phrase boundary is the

verb due to the fact that phrase-final falling is an active tonal process in the language.

The past negative stem consists of the verb root plus the final vowel and the negative
marker [r ~ nV], plus the person suffix where applicable.
(49) Past negative stem - lag ‘hit’
mi id30 lay—a rai-m 1 did not hit a dog émée idst lay—ani  we did not hit dogs
u idzu lay—a ra you did not hit a dog  &¢ idgu lay—a ri you (pl) did not hit dogs
wo idzt lay—a ra he did not hit a dog be¢ idsti lay—ani  they did hit dogs
Note here that the verb stems are all low toned, whereas the negative markers are all high
toned; this could be considered an example of tone polarity although this needs further
investigation.

Further examples of past positive and negative phrases are shown here.

(50) Verb Phrases: Positive and Negative

a. émé églis/amma ginni bé-y  we went to church

b. éme églis/damma ginni jaa ni  we did not go to church

c. émé dzaa ébew beé— we bought a meal

d. éme dzaa ébe ni we did not buy a meal

e. émé biré bé— we finished the work

f. éme biré dorun be—ni we were not able to finish the work
g. émé pédgu kée—w be— we slaughtered the sheep

h. émé pédzu kéen ni we did not slaughtered the sheep

Another past tense marker which closely resembles the [bV] past tense marker above is
the focus past tense marker shown here. The difference is that, whereas the first and third
singular persons were represented with [bi] above, for the focus, they are represented as [bo].

The negative of the focus past is the same as the above stated for the non-focus past.
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(51) Focus past —bo—: H Melody

Root  Singular Stem Gloss

a. pin pinn—¢ bo— close
b. sdg sdy—d bo— lock
c. tdn ton—5 bo— write
d. kér kér—¢ bo— bite
e. dzib dzib—¢ bo— wrap
f. pag pay—a bo— tie

In general, CVC verb roots with an initial voiceless consonant, (51e) is an exception, and
an underlying high-low tone, (51d) is an exception, emerge as high on the past tense verb stem.

(52) Focus past —bo—: LH Melody

Root  Singular Stem Gloss
a. déb déb—€ bo— cover
b. jig jig—¢ bo— sift
c. dég deg—¢ bo— lick
d. gér ger—€ bo— hold
e. gur gur—0 bo— dig
f. lab lab—a bo— cut
g. d&zday  dzan—a bo- read
h. nén nén—¢é bo— look
1. d&én  dzep—€ bo— take
j. d&3on  d3on-05 bo— healer
k. ding  ding—i bo- tie
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1. gom  gomm-u bo— chop
m. gon gonn—o6 bo— take out
CVC verb roots with an initial voiced consonant of any underlying tonal pattern adopt a
low-high tonal melody on the past tense verb stem. These CVC stems are further examples of

depressor consonants interacting with the tonal pattern of the TAM category. Therefore, it is

stated that the past tense verb stem has a high-tone which is lowered by voiced consonants.
(53) Focus past —bo—: Reduplicated Stems

Root  Singular Stem Gloss

a. dob  dub-5'dab-5bo—  forge
b. bir bir—¢ 'biré bo— work
Reduplicated verbs are downstepped on the second verb and seem to be unaffected by the
above depressor-consonant tone-lowering.

(54) Focus past —bo—: Vowel-Initial Roots

Root  Singular Stem Gloss
a. ¢b eb—¢€ bo— buy
b. ér ér—¢ bo— braid
c. in in—¢ bo— stop
d. ée jad bo— leave

Verb roots which begin with vowels seem to keep their tonal melody, with the exception of
(54a).
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(55) Focus past —bo—: Vowel-Final Roots

Root  Singular Stem Gloss
a. do duv—€ bo— carry on head
b. daa daa bo— kill
c. dii dii® bo— lie down
d. déé»  déénbo sit
e. daa»  daa" dana bo— hunt
f. kaa kaa bo— shave
g. naa naa bo— give birth
h. ndd ndd bo— drink

Vowel-final roots seem to be less predictable, although generally speaking, depressor
consonants are still active (55a - ¢). The examples in (55f - h) are unclear, although the initial
nasal may have a lowering affect as well.

4.6 Perfective aspect

The Perfective aspect is formed by the cliticization of the Perfective morpheme [tu] for first and
second singular persons, and [ti] for all other forms. The addition of the first person singular
suffix [m], and the first person plural and third person plural suffixes [n] are added after the
TAM marker. Pronominals distinguish the remaining persons. The Perfective aspect may only

be used with action verbs, there are no possible Perfective paradigms with stative verbs such as

those which end in [i] or [—ije].
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(56) PEREF for action transitive verbs

a. gon ‘fence in’ b. pég  ‘nail’ C. péer  ‘break’
gonn=tu—m  gonno=ti-n  pé?gé=tu—m pégé=ti-—n péér=tu—m  péér=ti-n
gonno=tu gonno=ti pé'gé=tu pégé=ti péér=tu péér=ti
gonno=ti gonno=ti-n  pégé=ti pégé=ti-n péér=ti péér=ti-n

Roots with [+ATR] back vowels and [-ATR] mid vowels retain their [ATR] values in the

Perfective aspect.

Among verb stems in the Perfective aspect, all back vowels become [+ATR] (57).

(57) PEREF for action transitive verbs: Roots with Back Vowels

a. odzd  ‘build’ b. sdg  ‘lock’
udz6=ti-—m  Gdzo=ti-n $37go=ti—m  s6go=ti-—n
udzo=tu udzo=tis6go=tu sb6go=ti

udzo ti udz6 ti-n s0go=ti s0go=ti-n

Additionally, coda consonants are allowed before the Perfective suffix (58) if the verb

root contains a low, back vowel [a].

(58) PEREF for action transitive verbs: Roots with Low Vowels

a. lag ‘hit’ b. 1ab ‘chop’
lag=ti—m lag=ti-n lab=ti—m lab=ti-n
lag=tu lag=ti lab=tu lab=ti
lag=ti lag=ti-n lab=ti lab=ti-n

Certain intransitive verbs (59) may take the Perfective suffix as a marker of focus,

although these verbs would otherwise employ the past tense morpheme [bV].
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(59) PEREF for action transitive verbs

a. d&zdb  ‘run’ b. ja
dz0b—6=ti—m dz0b—0=ti-—n
dz0b—o=tu

d50b—6=ti jtji-jé=tn

dob-6=ti  d3ob—6=ti-n juji-jé=t

4.6.1 PERF-NEG for action transitive verbs

‘walk’
Juji—jé=ti—m jhji—jé=ti-n
Juji—jé=ti

juji-jé=ti-n

The Perfective negative for action transitive verbs is formed by the suffixation of the negative

morpheme [rV].

Intransitive or stative verbs form the Perfective aspect in a manner which differs from the

above described formation of action verbs.

(60) Intransitive Perfective

category ‘go’ ‘die’ ‘rob’
a. jaa b. nii c. gou

1Sg mi j&—a-m minnpa—-a—m mu ga go—w—e—m
2Sg uja—aw Unpd-a-w  Ugugu-—w-=¢
3Sg/InanSg wo ja—a woO n na—a WO gu gu—v-¢
1P1 émé ja—a—j €éménnpad-a—j €mégu gu-—w—<
2P1 € ja—a—j € n na—a—j ¢ gu gu—j—¢
3Pl/InanPl béja—a—j bénpa-a—j  bé gl gu—j—¢

‘take’
d. dzen

mu dzén dz—e-m

U dzén dz—e—w
wo d3é€ n ds—¢

émé dgén ds——

& dgén g
bé dgé n dg—&-j

Lbuy’
e. eb

mu eéb—&-—m
U éb—&—w
wo £b—¢
EmE € Eb—&—j
€ éb—¢—j

bé &bt

Among verbs in the Perfective aspect, we see that CV and CVC roots pattern alike in that

they both receive a glide as the plural suffix. Additionally, unlike the Prohibitive mood, the

Perfective plural suffix does not undergo nasalization spreading from a nasal in the root (60b, d).
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Stative verbs form the Perfective aspect through the reduplication of the verb stem. The

reduplicated Perfective, like the Reduplicated Nouns is formed with a copy of the root-initial

onset plus the vowel [i]. There are three aspectual suffix allomorphs: [-i], [-¢], [-€].

(61) Reduplicated Perfective aspect (statives): Roots with Front Vowels

Root
a. nén
b. lag
c. tégr
d. tén
e. pégur
f. kéds
g. pin
h. dzen

Stem
ni—nén—i—
li-lag—i—
ti—tégr—i—
ti—tén—i—
pi—pégr—i—
ki—kédz—i—
pi—pinn—i—

dsi-dzén—i-

Gloss

lean

hit

burn

grind

‘un-tie an animal, hitch’
cut

closed

take

Verb roots which are underlyingly [-ATR] receive the allomorph [-i]. Examples

illustrate that verb roots with surface mid, front, [~ATR] vowels become [+ATR] in the

reduplicated Perfective, suggesting that the vowel of the reduplicated Perfective suffix is [+ATR]

and spreads to the root.

(62) Reduplicated Perfective aspect (statives): Roots with Back Vowels

Root Stem
a. plb pu—pub—i—
b. ndn nu—non—i—
c. J9j ju—0ji-—n

Gloss
blow on (fire)
grind (millet)

enter(2™ PL)

Verb roots with back vowels take [Cu] as the copy and [—i] as the suffix.
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(63) Reduplicated Perfective aspect (statives): Root-Final Vowels

Root Stem Gloss
a. tén ti—té—e— chew
b. weél vi—vE— come
c. pée pi—pée— strike (match, flint)
d. gow gu—guw—e— rob, steal

CVYV roots take the suffix [—¢].

(64) Reduplicated Perfective aspect (statives): Root-Final Vowels

Root Stem Gloss
a. ken ki—ké—e— slaughter
b. sin si—sinn—¢— carrying baby on back
c. Ii li-lij—e— afraid
d. gér gi—g—¢—¢— hold

However, other verb stems take [—€] as the aspectual suffix.

4.6.2 Negative reduplicated Perfectives (statives)

Stative verbs in the Perfective negative aspect are not reduplicated in the singular persons and
take the negative suffix [ru].

4.7 Perfective negative aspect

The Perfective negative resembles the Reversive derived stem. The Perfective negative with

singular subjects is shown in the examples below, using the same roots as the Reversive below to

compare the two stems.
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(65) Negative Singular Stems without pronounced pronominal

Negative Singular Gloss

Root
a. er
b. pin
c. ding
d. teb
e. déb
f. pég
g. kon
h. sdg
i g1
j. son
k. kurh
1. bods
m. gon
n. pdjin
0. nam

In the reversive stem, the verb root takes a mid-vowel suffix, which harmonizes in
backness and [ATR] values with the root-vowel. The negative imPerfective suffix for singular
persons is [-ru], therefore, all reversive stems end in a high tone. If the root has its own high
tone, it is deleted by the OCP, even if the high of the root is not adjacent to the suffix.

A preceding nasal in the root does not spread nasalization, except when the optional

er—€—10—
pinn—é—ru—
ding—é-—ra—
téb—é—10—
deb—e-r0—
peg—e—ru—
kan—5-ru—
$dg—o—10—
gon—o—ru—
sonn—6—10—
kamij—6-1i—
bodzo-ru-—
gonn—o—ru—
dommo poj—ru—

nam-a-ru—

braid
close

tie (knot)
bend
cover (object)
nail

insert

lock
surround
unbraid
crumple
bury

fence in
roll turban

step on

prefix pronominal or a pronounced subject is present.
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(66) Perfective negative: pronounced pronominals

Negative Verb Gloss
a. adama lag-a—ra Adama did not hit
b. adama pinn—¢-1a Adama did not open
c. adama jana—tu Adama did not read
d. mu pinn—&—fu—m I did not open
e. U pinn—&—1t you did not open
f. 0 pinn—é—1l he did not open
g. émé pinn—&—1a we did not open
h. € pinn—&—ni you (PL) did not open
1. b¢é pinn—é—ni they did not open

Among the plural person stems, first and third person plural, when there is a nasal
consonant in the verb root, the [r] of the suffix becomes [n], with or without pronounced
pronominals. However, the second person plural [r] becomes nasalized by a preceding nasal in
the root, but does not change to a nasal stop.

(67) Perfective negative: plural person subjects

153 PL 2nd pL
a. er—€—ri— —1i braid
b. téb—é—ri— bend
c. sdg—d-Ti— lock
d. pinn—é—ni— close
e. nam-—a—ri— step on

f. pég—e—ri— nail



g. sdnn—6—ni— unbraid

h. kin—5—ni— insert

1. ding—é-—ni— tie (knot)

] kiimij—6-—ni— crumple

k. bodz0—ni— bury

1. deb—e—ru— cover (object)
m. gonn—o—ru— fence in

n. dommo poj—riu— roll turban

0. gon—o-1i— surround

The Perfective negative, like the Reversive, is —rV. However, unlike the Reversive, the
[ATR] vowel harmony does not spread to the vowel of the negative suffix; the final vowel of the
Perfective negative stem is [u] in the singular and [i] in the plural. Further, the nasalization-
spreading in the Perfective negative is blocked unless the stem contains the person-marking
prefixes. The levels of nasalization also differ, not only from the reversive , but also by person
and number. The details of these matters are left to further research.

4.8 Experiential (I am used to doing...)
The experiential positive is formed by the verb root, plus the final vowel, and the morphemes [te
se]. To the final morpheme, pronominal suffixes are attached. Verb stems do not necessarily

end in a low tone, although the phrase carries a high-low tone.
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(68) Experiential Positive

I am used to going /jé¢/ see do /kar/

jadté se—m  jaaté s¢ j—€ té se—m  ij—& té sen kar—a té se—m kar—a té sen
jaa té se—w  jaateé sen jj—¢ té se—w  ij—¢ té sen kar—a té se—w kar—a té sen
jaa té se jaa té sen ij—€ té s¢ ij—€ té sen kar-até s¢  kar—a té sen

The habitual negative is formed by negating the [te] morpheme.

(69) Experiential Negative

I am not used to going see do

jeée—dge—ri—m jéc—dse—ni  ijéte—ri-m  ijé te—ni kara té rtG—-m  kara te ni
jée dze—ru jee—dze—ri ije te—rh ijé te—ri kara te ra kara te ri
jée dzé—ru jeée—dze—ni  ijeté-ra ijé té—ni kara té ra kara te ni

Further examples of the usage of this construction are shown here:

I am used to entering/I am not used to entering

jOji vé dsii-je-m/joji vE dsé-ri-m

I am used to drinking/l am not used to drinking

noji ve dzii-je-m/noji ve dze-ru-m

4.9 Habitual

The habitual tense, ‘I perform an action every day’, is formed by the verb root, the habitual

suffix [e] ~ [V]j], and person markers where applicable. As with Perfective stems above, the

habitual is divided between transitives and instransitives. Transitives do not receive a root-intial

reduplicant whereas intransitives do.
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(70)  Transitive habitual stem

/lag/  ‘hit’
lag—é—m
lag—é-w
lag—¢

lag—a—j (*li-lag—e—m)

lag—¢
lag—a—j

Note that the singular and second plural persons all take the suffix [e¢] whereas the plural

persons other than second take the final vowel which is associated with the verb root plus the
plural glide marker. Transitive habitual stems have a high-low tonal contour on the stem.

Intransitive habitual stems take the stem-initial reduplicant in the same manner as the

Perfectives above.

(71)  Intransitive habitual stem

/mum/ fall, lose
nu—nim—é-m
nu—nam—&—w
nu—nam-—¢

/taa/  kick
ti-taa—j—€—m
ti—taa—j—€—w
ti—taad—j—¢

/dzan/ study, read

dzan dzi-dzan—£-m
dzan dzi—dzan—£-w
dzan dzi-dzan—¢

eme nu—num—o—j
€ nu—nim-—¢
be nu—num—0-j

ti-tdd—j
ti-tad—j—&
ti-tad—j

dse}n dzﬁ—dzélj—a}l—j
dsdy dsi-dsdn-¢
dzan dzi—dzsan—a-j

Unlike the Possessive paradigm, nasalization, (it could be argued that there is a nasal stop

rather than nasalization in these forms), from a verb stem spreads to the final vowel or glide of

the verb stem among third person plural subjects.
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(72)  Nasalization on 1% and 3" person plural subjects

ki kédz—¢ slaughter pi—nén—en look

ti tégér—¢ burn pi pinn—¢® close

bi bir—¢ work di—dér—en take a break

pi-—pégér—¢ tie ni—ninin—¢® breathe

ki—kéa—ji eat dzi—dzan—a—j teach

ti—taa—ji kick d3éy dzi—dzan—a-j  study
ni—naa-j give birth

dzobu dsu—dz36b—0—j run ton—tu ton—0—j write

O0b—6-0j give nu—niam-—o—j lose
nu—nd—j drink
mu—ma—j make
mu—mod—j laugh

4.9.1 Negative Habitual

The negative habitual is formed by the deletion of the reduplicant for intransitive verbs and a

long final vowel for transitive verbs in a manner similar to the Negative Future.

Further examples of the habitual are shown here :

/bir/

baaj pau biré bii—birem every day I work

baa pu woj bire bi birem every day, all the time, I work
baa pu bire bi bire every day he works

/teger/

tegere ‘burn’

baaj puu ti tégérem

/kaa/

kd—j  kéa—bé— (perf) ‘eat’

baaj pua (jaa) ki kdjim every day I eat (a meal)
kéen  kéen—bé— (perf) 'slaughter’

ki keen—bé— (progressive)
baaj put ki kee—m



pégur— ‘tie an animal, hitch’
baaj pau pi pégerem

baaj put dzobu dzuu—dzobem every day I run
baa pu dzobu d3u dzobe every day he runs
Ob— ‘give’

baaj pau o—obem

Obo—bé—

il 'ripen’

ile—ile—bé— (perf)
ba4j pau iile

baaj pul n no—e—m ‘drink’

wogura 'scoop out (grain)'
WO-wdgord—bé— (perf)

baaj patl wogerém

lag—a 1aga—bé— (perf —passive?) 'hit'

pag—u 'tie’
baaj pau page—m

baaj puu (ib¢) je—m every day I go (to the market)
baaj pui pén—&—m every day I look

baa pu toni ton—e—m every day I write

baa pu livri toni ton—e—-m every day I write a book

Reduplicant + truncated form of nominalized verb?

4.10 Progressive Aspect

The progressive aspect is formed by the verb stem, the progressive suffix [Vwg], an epenthesized
vowel [€], plus the pronominal suffix where applicable.

(73)  Progressive aspect pronouns

a. keds cut  baya wood (for houses)
mu baya kéds—éwg=e—m émé baya kédz—éwg=¢—
u baya keds—ewg=e-w ¢ baya kéds—ewg—¢
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wo baya keds—ewg—¢

bé baya keds—ewge—n

b. duu  carry on head das

mu da daw—ewg=¢—m
u da daw—éwg=¢—w

wo du duw—éwg—e

The progressive stem has a high-low tonal contour.

luggage

The progressive negative stem is formed by adding the clitic [la] to the progressive stem,

to which the pronominal suffixes are added.

(74)  Progressive Negative

kedzewg-¢ la-m

duwenge-la-m

The progressive aspect final vowel is determined by the height and harmony specifications of the

verb root.

(75) Progressive aspect final vowel

Root
a. éb
b. dzén
c. teger
d. kéen
€. pegur
f. kéds
g 3b
h d35b

PROG
Eb—e—wg=¢—

dzi dgén—é—wg=¢e—
tégér—-wg=¢—
kée—wg=¢—
pi—peger—wg=¢—
kéds—o—ng=¢—
Ob—0-ng=¢—

dz6b—0-—ng=¢—

Gloss

buy

take

burn

slaughter

tie an animal, hitch
cut

give

run
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] il

k du
1 lag
m. jée
n. kaa
0. ant

4.11 Imperfective

(bire) bir—e=wgé—
il-e—Wg=¢
duw—é-—ng=¢—
lay—a—wg=¢—
ja—wng=eé—
ka—4—wg=¢—

ant) tdng=e—

work

ripen

carry on head
hit

go

cat

insult

The imperfective stem is formed by the reduplication of the verb root, suffixation of the root’s

final vowel, and the suffixation of the pronominal morpheme. Additionally, the morpheme [bo]

follows the imperfective stem and is also suffixed with the pronominal marker.

(76) Imperfective first person stem

Root
a dz5b
b jén
c bir
d jaa
e kaa

4.12 Future Tense

Future Stem
d&zu—d36b—6—m bo—m
ni—jén—U—m bo—m
bir¢ bir-a-m bo-m
3i—ja4—m bo—m

ki—kad—m bo-m

run

look

work

£0

eat

The future tense is formed by the verb stem, then the reduplicated form of the verb stem, plus the

future morpheme [dV] which is suffixed with pronominal morphemes.
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(77)  Future tense: First person singular

¢ 2

run

d5db-1 dsti dgdb—'5-do-m d5db-1 dgti dgdb—'5-dé—n
d5db-1 dst dzdb—'5-do d5db-1 dgt dgdb—'5-de
d5db-1 dst dzdb—'5-do d5db-1 dgti dgdb—'5-dé-—n

The negative future tense is formed by lengthening the final vowel of the verb stem.

(78) Negative Future Tense

Positive Future Negative Future Gloss
eb—&—do—m eb—£é—d6—m buy
nén—é—dé—m nén—&é—-do—-m look (nene—tu—m)
dzén—€—do—m dzén—€é—-do—m take

tégu ti-tég—¢ dé6—m tégu tégéé—do-—m speak

6—0b—06 do-m 6b—00 d6—m give

dzu—dzon—0 do-m d351-00 do—m heal

tu—ton—0 do—m tdndd d6—m write

Futher examples of the future tense are listed as follows:
ni nenpe dom — look ni nene de

én — milk

ir — breast milk

mu ii-n ir 6b—ong—e—m [ am breasting feed a child
(1S child—N breast feed—1S)

ere ir—i Ob—e—m I breast fed a goat

mu ir-i 6b—ong—e—m [ am breast feeding (no obj)
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€ré ir—0 6b—0d—0—m I will breast feed a goat

ii-n ir—0 6b—6d—0—m [ will breast feed a child

mu ir 6b—6d—0—m

ir—0 njj

ir-u n—-dng—¢

ir-u n—5nd—0—m

mu ir—u n—-5nd—o—m

ir—0 éwn

mu ir-i éw-ng—&e—m [am

mu ir—u éw—ddm

1 will breast feed

(a dog) drinks breast milk

(a dog) is drinking milk

I will drink milk

“” will drink milk

take out breast milk

(1344

4.13 Unknown TAM marker

I will «”

The morpheme [w] appears throughout inflectional paradigms and is thought to be a form of the

progressive.
(79)

a.

b.

Unknown morpheme [-w—]

laga—bi—m
laga—w—bi—m

laga—b—o0—m
laga—wn—b—o—m

*laga—m
laga—w—wo—m

*laga—ng—e—m
laga—w-1g—e-m

I hit (past)
I hit (Perfective)

I hit
I was hitting
I hit (present)

I am hitting
(progressive)

progressive ?
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LS ——

—

laga—d—o—m
laga—w—d—o—m

laga
laga—w

I will hit (future)
CAUS.FUT

hit
let’s hit (subjunctive)
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5 Derivational Verb Stem

The following derivational verb stems have been found in Ibi-so:

5.1 Transitive Suffix

The transitive suffix appears to be homophonous with the Reversive suffix [-ru], although the
behavior differs in the stem. The verb root surfaces in the transitive with either the stative suffix
[-1] (80a - b), or the isolation default [-u] (80c - €). A root-final nasal spreads nasalization to the
[r] of the transitive suffix. Roots with high vowels are unaffected by vowel harmony.

(80)  Stative ~ Transitive: Height and [ATR] harmony in derived roots

Stative Gloss Transitive Gloss
a. sinn—i carry on back sinn—i—ta put on (sbs) back
b. ini— stand up, stop(person) ini—i—ra stop (sth)
c. ini— bathe in—0-10 bathe (sb)
d. tun—i kneel tun—u-—1a make kneel
e. duw—i carry on head do—a-ra put on (sbs) head
f. dii» lie down (i1) du—nu have lie down, put to
sleep
g. deén sit down daa—nu have sit, seat

The transitive suffix undergoes back harmony with verb roots with back, mid (81a - d)
and back, low (81e - g) vowels. Interestingly, the transitive suffix appears to be [-ATR],
although the [-ATR] value only spreads to the final vowel of the citation stem when the root is

consonant-final (80a - c).

61



(81)  Stative ~ Transitive: Height and [ATR] harmony in derived roots

Stative Gloss Transitive Gloss
a. gob—i cling to gobd—15 cause to cling
b. tog— be spilled t6g—3'5 spill (sth)
c. gor—i put ones hat on gor—6-16/gé6r6  put hat on (sb)
d. domm—o p6—jin  roll on turban dommo pdd—d put turban on (sb)
e. tag—i put ones shoes on  tig—4—'ra put shoes on (sb)
f. pag—i tie ones belt on pag—a-ra tie belt on (sb)
g. ban—i hide (oneself) ban—a—Tta hide (sb, sth)

5.2 Reversive Suffix
The reversive suffix [—ru] attaches to the verb root, and is followed by a person marking suffix.

(82) Reversive: Nasal spreading in derived stems

Root Gloss Reversive Gloss
a. er braid fr—€-10— not braided
b. teb bend téb—u—ru— unbend
c. sdg lock sOg—U—Tu— unlock
d. pég nail peg—u—ru— remove nail
e. deb cover (object) déb—u-ru— uncover (object)
f. j€b roll up pants  jeb—u-r10— un-roll pants
g. gad hobble gad—u-ru— unhobble
h. tod3 sag tddz—u-—10-— un-sag
1. dzib put on a panya d3ib—0-10— take off a panya
] nimip bée  remember nimipubeéé—ru— unable to know
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Examples (82a - f) below show that after the final vowel is epenthesized, the nasalization
of a root-final nasal consonant spreads to the [r] of the reversive suffix. Note from example (82;)
above, only root-final nasals spread nasalization, the three word-internal nasals above do not
spread nasalization to the suffix. Since only root-final nasals spread nasalization, a question
arises as to whether the root-final vowel epenthesizes before the spreading of the nasalization. In
either case, it is clear from these examples that nasal-spreading only occurs at morpheme
boundaries. The root tones are delinked and a low tone spreads iteratively to all vowels in the
stem.

(83) Reversive: Nasal spreading in derived stems

Root Gloss Reversive  Gloss
a. man—a lost man—a—ta  not lost
b. naan—u forget naag—a-rta remind
c. ndn—i caught (in tree) ndn—Uu—ta  un-caught from tree
d. ding—a tie (knot) ding—G—tu untie (knot)
e. tim—0 put top/lidon  tim—G-tu take off
f. sonn—u unbraid sonn—u—10 not unbraided

(84) Reversive negatives

naarn-a-ra-fu-m not reminded

teb-e-re-ru-m neg.caus of bend

$0g-0-To-Tu-m not unlocked (85)  Reversive negatives
SON-No-nd-ru-m not unbraided

NoN-nod-Id-ru-m not uncaught from a tree
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tagerum (not put on shoes) tagararum (not put shoes on sme)

Root
gonn
peg
pmn
sog
son
dzb
deb
teb

tods

(86)

The causative is formed by attaching the suffix /Vw-n/ to verb roots. The quality of the

vowel, discussed further in the section describing the Verb Root, is determined through vowel

harmony.

(87)

a.

Perfl
gonn—i
pég—ije
pinn—ije
sOg—ije
sdn—-odze
dzib—ije
deb—
téb—ije
tddz—ije

Perf2 Reversive—PERF Gloss
gonn tin gonn—0-10 gonn tin ~ fence in
peg—€ tin pég—ra gonn tin nail
pinn—¢ tin pin—u-1a gonn tin  close
s0g—o0 tin sog—u-ru gonn tin ~ lock
son-9J tin sonn—0—t1 gonn tin  unbraid
dzib—i—ru tin dzib—U-ra gonn tin ~ wrap
deb—¢ tin déb—0-ra gonn tin  cover
téb—ar— tin téb—u—ru guwa bend
tdds—ar—u tin tdds—G—ru guwa squat

Reversive negative stative

Stem

$3g—0—19

la

pég—ru la

niminu be 1a

dzib-i-ri

la

dsib-tr2 14

gad—u-ru 14

Gloss

lock

nail
remember
wrap panya
roll up pants

hobble

Causative: Nasal deletion

Root  Gloss Causative Gloss

kaaj eat ka—aw-n feed
kaa—tu—m neg

baar help baar-aw-n  cause to help
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c. teg speak tég—ew—n cause to speak

d. deb cover deb—ew-n cause to cover
e. d3ug know dsug—-ow-n  inform
f. joj enter JjO—OW—n make enter

The final nasal of the causative suffix is deleted when there is a nasal in the verb root.
The nasal may occur root-finally (88b - €), or word-initially (88a).

(88) Casuative: Nasal deletion

a. nooj drink no—ow give a drink (to animals)
b. dzan read dzan—ow  teach
dsan—a—
ru—m neg
c. kunn  put (on shoes, clothes) kunn—Ow  make put (on shoes, clothes)
d. pinn close (by itself) pinn—éw  make close
e. sinn dress (v.) sinn—ew cause to dress

(89) Mediopassives Completive? (not recent past) ‘X is done’

mediopassives or statives? lie down paradigm vs. kneel?

Root CAUS 3" PERF Gloss
a. tab tab—i tab—i—j¢ start
b. noo noo—w ndj—inje drink
c. ini ini—tu in—idze bathe
d. ini igi—tu in—ije stop
e. dé¢r  daa—nu deér—je sit

f. dii duu—no dii~—ja- lie down



g. tung—  tup—o—no  tap—ije
h. tag-i tag—a-ra tag—je
1. gor—i  go(r—o)-ro gor—ije
j. duw—i du—u-ro duw—ije
k. tog—u tog—o tog—ije
1. ger-i  ger—ew-n  ger—ije
m. kum—i kum—ew-n kum-—ijé
n. teb—i  teb—er—e téb—ije

get differences in Perfective negatives between statives and passives:

tab—e—r0 - start-PERF.NEG.3S
tab-a-ni - they have not started

*tab-a-la

kneel

put on shoes
put on hat
carry on head
spill

keep

make a fist

bend

bar-a-be - he helped/was helped (bar-ije-be - defend sme)

bag-i-j¢ - he is hidden

ban-i-jé-bé - he was hidden

ban-¢-1a - he was not hidden (check): he is not hidden =fut/pres negative formation for statives

deée-tu - (note spreading of nasalized vowel to suffix) - I am not sitting (as in response to ‘sit!”),

or I was not sitting, but -

di-d4a-m - I am sitting

di-daa-1a-m/daa-1a-m - I am not sitting (but see here that mediopassive and stative are different)
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bire bire je-p - the work is finished
bire bire je-m
bire je-m - I worked

PERF paradigm for go = jee
jaa-m jaaj

jaa-w € jagj

jaa  béjagj

PERF paradigm for come = ve
vijaa-m  eme vi jagj
vijaa-w e i jaaj

vi jaa be vi jaaj

(sit = stative form)

carry on head
duwi-jé-m
duwi-jé

PERF paradigm for arrive = d3d
du waa-m eme du-waa-j

du waa-w e du-waa-j

duiwaa  be du-waa-j

PERF paradigm for walk = j39j
jodj jé-m  eme jdJj jaaj
jodj jE-W  €jd9j j¢

j99j j€ be j35j jaaj

PERF paradigm for run = d33b-5

d3db dzdbo dzé-m eme dzob dzobo dzé-n
dzdb dzdbo dzé-w e dzdb d3dbo dsze
dzdb dzdbo dze be d3db d3dbo dzé-n

PERF paradigm for fly = kir-¢
kir-i jé&-m eme kir-i jé-1)

kir-i jé-w € kir-i j¢

kir-ij¢  bekir-i jé-n

PERF paradigm for forget = nan-4 (stative?)
nap-aa-m €me nar-aa-j

nap-aa-w € nan-aa-j

nang-aa  be nap-aa-j
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PERF paradigm for climb = sug-o (stative?)

sug-aa-m €me sug-aa-j
sug-aa-w € sug-aa-j
sug-aa be sug-aa-j

bire sugow = the work has descended

PERF paradigm for climb = ul-o (stative?)

ul-aa-m  eme ul-aa-j
ul-aa-w € ul-aa-j
ul-aa be ul-aa-j

fall = num-o (*numoje = Yorno so imperf)

num-aa-m

wo-n laga be-1) (he was hit)

wo ii laga be (he hit (the child))
mu ii laga bi-m I hit the child
mu ii laga bo-m I hit the child

Past ImPerfective (check ATR of final vowel) - ¢

shave
mu jaa kaji kda-wn-bi-m
jaa 0 kuji kaawn-bo

malik jaa ka kaa-wn-be

fall
mu jaa ni numd-n-bi-m
U jaa nu niimd-n-bi-w

wo jaa ni nimd-n- be

émé jaa kuji kaa-wn-be-n
¢ jaa kuji kaa-wn-be

bé jaa kuji kda-wn-bé-g

émé jaa nu nimd-n-be -1
€ jaa ni nimd-n-be

bé jaa nu nimd-n-be -1
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give

6bo-n bi-m

6bo-n bi -w

0bd-n be

6bo-n be -1

0bd-n be

6bo-n be -1

hit (inanimates)

logi laya-wn-bi-m

logi laya-wn-bi-w

logi laya-wn-be

53

Stative

(90)

logi laya-wn-be -1
logi laya-wn-be

logi laya-wn-be —

1SG Statives : mid vowels (are these redup Perfectives ?)

Root Stem

ger gi—g—é-m 3ene-fu-m
gi-3ene-do-m 3en-e-do-m

nen ni-—nép—é-m

sinn si sin—é—m

pinn pi pin—¢ pine-ru-m

li li lij—é-m lij-e-ru-m

tur tu tan—€—m

tods tu—tdd3—6-m

di di—d—i-m

11 i—ini-m

Gloss
hold
lean

carrying baby on
back

close
afraid
kneel
squat
lie down

stand
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Statives are formed in a similar manner to the Reduplicated Perfective aspect. They

differ, however, in the Perfective aspect of the stative stem.

jaa-ru-m
g.
h.

num-o-ru-m

am g am gi gé—g—€—m

gi miftu  gi mifu gé—gé-m

Stem

mu j—4a—m
U j—a—ow
wo j—a

éme j—a—ji-—n
€ j—aa—j

bé j-4a-j

numu

num-aam

deéér
di d—am
di daa—bi-m

ioj

din

dij—4a-m

Gloss

I left

you left

he left

we left

you (pl) left

they left

fall

I fell down

sit
I sat down
I was sitting

I am full

I laid down

arms crossed over

head hanging down
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0. di din dom I want to lie down

p. m bom I want

q. iinire

r. iinit—aa—m I gotup

. sugu descend

t. sug—aa—m I got down/descended

Unlike action verbs, a stative stem is made Perfective by the suffixation of the morpheme [4a]

plus the person marker (get others).



Adjective
adjective phrase, 12
Affix
Clitic, 7, 8, 9, 27
infixation, 16
Inflectional Morphology
Plural, 6, 7, 9, 11, 12, 16, 20, 22, 25, 26
Phonological Processes

Deletion, 10, 35

nasalization, &, 21, 26, 27, 34

Tone, 8,9, 11, 15, 29, 34

Vowel Harmony, 6, 8, 22, 26, 32, 35
Pronoun

Deixis, 10

Possessor, 8,9, 10, 11, 14

Pronominal, 6
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Devinette

1 tanre

devinette
Devinette

2yagau  lee jon lee oru moone uno be yu wa jaa  wo

paindatte et lapain,liévre et champ rassemblé nous eux mil cultiver aller ou,y

Le paindatte et le lapin ils sont dit de rassemblons nos champs allons-y a cultiver.

3oru  je jee ge be léi  morin ge yu wain
champ ils arriver répéter, dire ils, les deux rassembler répéter, dire mil cultivé

1ls sont parties au champ ils sont cultivé ensemble.

4yu wain ge jon kubo lee goo je ge jee yagau
mil cultivé répéter, dire lapin pied et sorti prendre répéter, dire arriver, partir paindatte
kirese lee jee

en volant, vol d'oiseau et arriver, partir

1ls sont cultivés le mil, le lapin en venant a pied et le paindatte en volant ils se sont arrivés.

Syu go wain  ge ile wo je ge
mil danser cultivé répéter, dire mir il, lui ils répéter, dire

1ls sont cultivés le mil prét a récoltés.

6 be léi  moonrin ge genin
ils, les deux ensemble répéter, dire récolté

Les deux ils sont dit récoltons ensemble.

7g9ége  yu go gamarawn be gige .
récolte mil pas, danser partageons eux

1ls sont récolté ensemble et partageons aussi ensemble.

8¢ jon  gamuru go WO unone
vous lapin partager danser ou c'est-a-moi

Et le lapin a dit qu’on ne partage pas ensemble c'est-a-moi.

9yagau  uno be léi gamuru go wo .

paindatte nous ils, les deux partager danser ou

1l a dit qu’il ne partage pas avec le paindatte.

10 yagau  yabaru jon  yabaru saare goo j¢ ge jee
paindatte ne pas d'accord lapin ne pas d'accord justice sorti prendre répéter, dire arriver, partir
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Le paindatte il ne pas accepter et le lapin aussi il ne pas accepter ils sont parti a la justice.

11 jee ge yagau  won oju Wwo jee dei wo
arriver, partir répéter, dire paindatte leur route il, lui arriver, partir pour, a propos de ou

maa yagau gem

sec,dur,construire paindatte calme

1ls sont arrivé la-bas ils sont demandé a paindatte la routé que elle est partit qu'elle ne pas fut répondu.

12jon  oju wo jee be gige oju uno jee bula ko din
lapin route il, lui arriver, partir eux dire route nous arriver, partir tout droit cela coucher

ge tagu

répéter, dire montré

1ls sont demandé a lapin la routé que elle est partit qu'il a montré a eux.

13¢ ko yagau  wo yu gonne toon wo won korii wo won koru obu ge daa
vous ¢a paindatte ou mil dedans ne pas ou leur tord ou leur tord donne répéter, dire laisse

gin

comme

1ls sont dit si c'est comme ¢a il n'appartient pas le mil il est tort, ils sont dit le paindatte qu'il est tort.

14 yagau 00 ge wo  won .

paindatte oui répéter, dire il, lui leur

Le paindatte aussi a dit oui je suis d'accord.

15jon  yu ko dongon ge tumbutu jee ge dononron
lapin mil ¢a pile, enlever paille répéter, dire Tombouctou arriver, partir répéter, dire vendre

ge neéun baii je ge vee

répéter, dire sel ramasser prendre répéter, dire venir

Apres le lapin il a pris le mil d'enlever le paille il est partit a Tombouctou a vendue il a ramassé le sel il
venailt.

16 néun baii ge vee WO won yagau = wa je jee

sel ramasser répéter, dire venir il, lui leur paindatte cultiver prendre, épouse arriver, partir
ge gueje ge néun ko uno obd wo .

répéter, dire accueillera répéter, dire sel ¢a nous donné ou

Quand il ramasse le sel il venait le paindatte aussi il est partit attaque en cour de route il a dit le sel c'est-
a moi donne.

17jon  obodom WO unone tumbutu jee ge ebe ge

lapin je ne donne pas ou c'est-a-moi Tombouctou arriver, partir répéter, dire acheter répéter, dire
veem wo ko neun ko obodom wo .

venir il, lui ¢a sel c¢a je ne donne pas ou
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Le lapin a dit c'est pour moi je le donne pas le sel, je suis partis acheter a Tombouctou, je viens d'arriver
comme ¢a je ne donne pas le sel a qui que je sois.

18 yagau  wa yabarum wo .

paindatte cultiver ne pas d'accord, accepter ou

Donc le paindatte il n'est pas d'accord.

19 be lei  iya goo je ge saare jee
ils, les deux encore sorti prendre répéter, dire justice arriver, partir

Les deux sont sorti encore ils sont partis a la justice ils sont arrivé la-bas.

20 saare jee be kanran  déi maa be gige .

justice arriver, partir eux aussi, fait pour, a propos de sec,dur,construire eux dire

1ls sont partis a la justice ils sont posé la question, que y'a t-il passé ?

21 yagau  uno tumbutu jee ge neun ko duii ge uno

paindatte nous Tombouctou arriver, partir répéter, dire sel ¢a porte, chargé répéter, dire nous
vee g€ danran uno wo koin  taguru ge ko wo kukurin ko
venir répéter, dire au milieu de la téte nous il, lui c'est ca garante répéter, dire ¢a ou cheveux ca
go wo ko déi
danser il, lui ¢a cela

Le paindatte il les répondu : je suis partis a Tombouctou j'ai supportée le sel, je suis venue comme ¢a pour
cela ma téte il n'y a pas de cheveux.
22 jon  déi maa be gige jon gem

lapin pour, a propos de ou, sec, dur, construire eux dire lapin calme

1ls sont demandé a lapin que y'a t-il passé lapin il est calmé il n'a pas fut a répondu a leur question.

23 ¢ kon bi wo .

vous sa fait ou

Et son été passé comme ¢a.

24 jonni yagaun moni maa yagauin jonu moni maa gin WO
lapin paindatte eux sec,dur,construire paindatte lapin eux sec,dur,construire comme ou

yagaui  jonu moni gin wo .

paindatte lapin eux comme ou

1ls sont demandés comme qui a perdu dans cette devinette ? Le lapin qui a eux le paindatte ou bien le

paindatte qui a eux le lapin ? lls sont dit c'est le paindatte qui a eux le lapin. Le perdant c'est le lapin. Ce
que c'est passé entrée lapin et le paindatte.
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Le Conte Légende

linrin ni
conte chant

Conte chant

2 danane oru dane dana  jee ge

chasseur champ chasseur chasser arriver, partie répéter, dire

Le chasseur il est partit au champ pour le chasse.

3 gongonron onyon ge nogo beeru kanrun ge komin naa geun wo
promener fatigué¢ répéter la viande ne trouver fait répéter trou d'arbre la vache noir il, lui
to wo tayi

dedans ou tiré sur!

1l a proméne a fatigué, il ne pas eu la viande y'avait une vache noir dans un trou il a chassé ¢a.

4 naa geun ko tayi ge paanu ge nogo ko laaru je ge ginni
la vache noir ¢a tiré sur! répéter ote,enlevé répéter la viande ¢a coupe ils répéter la maison
vee

venir

1l a chassé la vache noir il a opté la peau il a coupé la viande par morceau il est venue a la maison.

5 ginni vee  ge jaana  wo .
la maison venir répéter prépare ou

1l est venue a la maison il a dit de préparer.

6 nogo ko jaanu be kanran ge

la viande ¢a préparer, cuire eux aussi, fait répéter

1ls sont fait prépare la viande.

7 anran danane jere mi tan laa

homme chasseur venue me chassé, tiré moi, d’abord

1l a dit un homme chasseur il est venue me chasse.

8 anran danane jere mi tan laa .

homme chasseur venue me chassé, tiré

Un homme chasseur il est venue me chassé.
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9 komin naa geum toonu komu toonu naa geum

trou d'arbre la vache noir dedans, profond (eur) trou dedans, profond (eur) la vache noir
toonu

dedans, profond (eur)

La vache qui est dedans dans un trou profond, dans un trou profondeur la vache qui est dedans.

10 nogo belu naa geum tan laa

la viande ne pas eux, trouver la vache noir chassé, tiré moi, d’abord

Tu n'es pas eux la viande tu as chassé la vache noir.

Ile jaala oru u be sa

vous tu as eux probléme tu, toi eux sceur, transparent, claire

Hé! Tu as eu un probleme sérieux.

12¢ jaala oru u be sa ko wo  gige .
vous tu as eux probléme tu, toi eux sceur, transparent, claire ¢a il, lui dire

Heé! Tu as eu un probleme il a dit comme ¢a.

13 iya vee  ge nogo ko to gin

encore venir répéter la viande ¢a verse comme

Encore il est venu enlever la viande.

14 to goo ge nogo titin -~ deen be gige .
verse sorti répéter la viande croque veulent, s’asseoir eux dire

1l est d'enlever la viande pour croquer.

15 anran danane jere mi ko laa

homme chasseur venue me cela moi, d’abord

1l a dit un homme chasseur il est venue me croqué.

16 anran danane jere mi ko laa

homme chasseur venue me cela moi, d’abord

Un homme chasseur il est venue me croqué.

17 komin naa geum toonu

trou d'arbre la vache noir dedans, profond (eur)

La vache noire qui est dedans dans un trou profondeur.

18 komu toonu naa geum toonu

trou dedans, profond (eur) la vache noir dedans, profond (eur)

La vache noire qui est dedans dans un trou profond.
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19 nogo belu naa geum tan laa
la viande ne pas eux, trouver la vache noir chassé, tiré moi, d’abord

Tu n'es pas eux la viande tu as chassé la vache noir.

20 e jaala oru u be sa

vous tu as eux probléme tu, toi eux sceur, transparent, claire

Tu as eu un probleme sérieux.

21 kon wo  gige vee nogo ko tin
sa il, lui dire venir laviande ¢a boupée, croqué

1l a dit comme ¢a il est venue croquer la viande.

22 nogo ko tin wo kanran  ge beere ko pidee ge vee g€

la viande ¢a boupée,croqué il, lui aussi, fait répéter ventre ¢a gonfler répéter venir répéter
jegu  jegu
degré degré

1l a croqué la viande le ventre il est devenue gonfler degré a degré.

23 loo puu obo  onyon baa jaaru loo puu

médicament tout, tous, totalit¢ donné fatigué c¢an'a pas guérie médicament tout, tous, totalité
obo  onyon baa jaaru  wo .
donné fatigué can'a pas guérie ou
1ls sont donne tous le médicament il ne pas guérie et ils sont donne toutes les fagons de médicament il ne
pas guérie.

24 ¢ wonu jén jé g€ dein wo  tayi goone wonu jeen
vous lui  pris prendre répéter, dire en droit il, lui tiré sur! la-bas lui  prendre, sous levé

jee WO .

arriver, partir ou

1ls sont pris a lui ils sont partit l'endroit ou il la chassé.

25jén be jee ge vee komu gone vee ge naa geun giranga .
pris eux arriver, partir répéter venir trou la-bas venir répéter la vache noir gros

1ls sont partit la-bas, ils sont arrivés tout juste dans le trou la vache noir qui est venue gros grand.

26 wonu ko baa ju ge ginni dimirun je ge vee WO
lui  ¢a saété guérie répéter la maison raméne prendre répéter venir ou

1l était guérie comme ¢a ils sont ramenent a la maison. Ce que c'est passé entrée d'un homme chasseur et
la vache noir.
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Légende

linrin ni
conte chant

Conte chant

2 ajerikoro eri ge wo  goo

grand place du village doux, agréable, sucre répéter, dire il, lui sorti

Au grand place du village y'avait une lutte c'était trés chaud.

3 gangan lee bipin lee uno be tai jaa WO .
copeau et petit oiseau et nous ils, les place public aller, repas ou

Le copeau et le petit oiseau ils sont dits de partons a la grande place publique.

4 be léi goo ge tai je jee ge
ils, les deux sorti répéter, dire place public ils arriver, partir répéter, dire

Les deux sont sorti ils sont partis a la place public.

5 gangan prege joyi  bipin prege joyi
copeau sauté entrée petit oiseau sauté entrée

Le copeau il a saute entrée et petit oiseau aussi il a sauté entrée.

6 bipin lee gangan lee age

petit oiseau et copeau et lutté

Le petit oiseau et le copeau ils sont luttes.

7 bipin ganganne jarage paru
petit oiseau copeau  faire tomber faire descendu

Le petit oiseau il a faire tombe le copeau.

8 paru wo  kanranke gangan jobo ge ginni jee
faire descendu il, lui fait copeau fuit, courir répéter, dire la maison arriver, partir

1l a fait tombe le copeau a fuit il est partit a la maison.

9 ginni jee ge inna  waru waru gun
la maison arriver, partir répéter, dire la mére rapidité, vite rapidité, vite enlever
laa

moi, d’abord, premier

1l est partit a la maison il dit a sa mere enlevé rapidement repas.
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10 eme egu dugu  jara yesogén eme egu taa jara

nous brousse, champ ¢éléphant faire tomber on arrivé nous brouse,champ liyenne faire tomber
yesogén inna  waru waru gun laa

on arrivé la mére rapidité, vite rapidité, vite enlever moi,d'abord,premier

11 dit on n'a fait tombe le plus grand I'homme de brousse nous arrivions et nous sommes faire tombe un
libyenne de brousse nous arrivions ma mere enlevé vide-vite.

11je gun waru waru

prendre enlever rapidité, vite rapidité, vite

1l a dit comme ¢a sa mere a dit je entrain de l'enlever vide-vite.

12kon wo gige wo na won jaa jeen ge wo  obu

sa il lui dire il, lui lameére leur aller, repas prendre, sous levé répéter, dire il, lui donne
jaa uno  kaa

aller, repas nous manger

1l a dit comme ¢a sa meére elle a pris le repas il a donné a son fils il a mangé le repas.

13 iya akaba ya @o goo jé ge be lei  tayi jee

encore le lendemain hier danser, de sorti prendre répéter, dire ils, les deux tiré sur! arriver, partir
je be je ge
ils eux ils répéter, dire

Encore le deuxieme jour ils sont sorti, ils sont partis a la place public eux ils sont partit comme ¢a.

14 ¢ bipin na go ignw tai enne jaa WO .

potasse petit oiseau la mére danser, de fagu place public regarder aller, repas ou

Apres eux la mére de petit oiseau cette facu allons-y regarder a la place public la lutte des enfants.

15 tai enne jaa wo  gige gangan na go il won ko lee
place public regarder aller, repas il, lui dire copeau la mére danser, de enfant leur ca et

tain iyew je ko .

place public voir, invisible ils ca

Elle a dit allons-y voir a la place public. La mere de copeau elle a répondu a la mere de petit oiseau son
enfant on se voit a la place.

16 tai enne jaa lee jaa won .
place public regarder aller, repas et aller, repas leur

Si tu dis que allons-y regarder allons-y.

17 ko gige jaa uno  sire daan ti ge goo je ge tayi
ca dire aller, repas nous prépare dépose envoyer répéter, dire sorti prendre répéter, dire tiré sur!
jee je be kanran ge

arriver, partir ils eux aussi, fait répéter, dire
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Si elle a dit comme ¢a, aprés mon repas allons-y voir elles sont sorti ensemble les deux ils sont partis a la
place public en arrivé la-bas.
18 iya gangan prege joyi bipin prege joyi

encore copeau sauter entrée petit oiseau sauter entrée

Encore le copeau il a sauté entrée et le petit oiseau aussi il est entré.

19 bipin be l&i taari  bipin ganne jarge paru
petit oiseau eux deux attraper petit oiseau copeau faire tomber faire descendu

Les deux sont luttes le petit oiseau il a faire tombe le copeau.

20 paru wo  kanranke bipin na gonno WO  enne dene
faire descendu il, lui fait petit oiseau la mére regarde, retourne il, lui regarder chercher
gangan na joba .

copeau la mere fuit

1l a fait tombe la mere de petit oiseau avant qu'elle regarder derriére la mére de copeau elle a fuit.

21 jobo gje  ge parikire uno jeguru
courrier parti répéter, dire spatule pour tourner la nourriture cuiller en bois nous préte position

ge wo  denwon .

répéter, dire il, lui assis

Elle a couriez elle est partit préparer son spatule elle était assis.

22 gangan iya j€ goo ge vee
copeau encore ils sorti répéter, dire venir

Le copeau encore il est venu.

23 vee ge inna  waru waru gun laa eme egu

venir répéter la mére rapidité, vite rapidité, vite enlever moi, d’abord nous brousse, champ
dugu  jara yesogé  eme egu taa jara yesoge
¢léphant faire tomber on arrivée nous brousse, champ libenne faire tomber on arrivée

1/ est venue ma meére d'enlever vide-vite nous on n'a faire tombe le chef des animaux de la brousse et le
libenne.

24 inna  waru waru gun laa je gun waru

la mere rapidité, vite rapidité, vite enlever moi, d’abord prendre enlever rapidité, vite
waru

rapidité, vite

Ma mere enlevé vide-vite je entrain de l'enlever vide-vite.
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25ko wo gige wo na kine banri ge

¢a il, lui dire il, lui lamére cceur fiche répéter, dire
parikire jeen ge kuko gon daa
spatule pour tourner la nourriture cuiller en bois prendre, sous levé répéter, dire cou sur frappé
wo  gige pire ko wo go WO .
il, lui dire blanque ¢a il, lui danser ou

11 a dit comme ¢a sa mere elle fache elle a pris son spatule il a frappé sur le cou pour cela le blanc sur le
cou. Ce que c'est passe entrée les meres et ces enfants le copeau et le petit oiseau.
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adaro » life
aga panna [aya panna] » lunch
aga wedé [aya vedé] n breakfast
ajara n sew (with needle)
am g &m g-i [arh !gi] v cross arms over
antd t ant3 5 [ant3 3] v reprimand
ana n mouth
ana pag-u (comp.) [ana pagu] v act of fasting
ana ké n jaw (lower)
apa kua kard woji n mustache
aga pag-u [ana pagu] (comp. of dna, pag-u 'tie the mouth', see under ana)
anu goro bar™u n roselle plant
ara n rice

N~ s~ 2

ara adj male comp. kibo ii ara 'toe's male child' (see under kiiba) comp. n35 &fa 'male hand'

(see under nd3)
péji ara (comp.) [pédsi ara] » male sheep
ara » rain
ara noémmi # rice cake (pancake form)
arpé n friend
asara mdotd n dates (from date palm)
asara néw n sugar
aségé gire na n herder
asége si n liquid animal fat (added to sauce)
ayna péy [4jna péj] (comp. of ayne, péy, see under ayne)

ayne [ajng] n 1) man 2) boy comp. £né ara 'male chicken' (see under €¢n€)
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ayna péy (comp.) [4jna péj] n old man

Bb

baga n stick

bay ban-i [bani] v hide

bana n owner

bar bar-a [bara] v help

bar bar-a [bara] v increase

bélétu n soul

bera (d3g3) n grass, herbs

béw kua kira woji n beard

bé€ n chin

bénné 7 rib

bére 1) n belly 2) adj inside

bin bip-¢ [bing] 1) v pull 2) v draw (water, at well) by pulling
bir bir-¢€ bir-¢ [biré 'bilré] 1) v work 2) AGENT worker bir-€ bir-é-n worker
-b6 v : TAM pst

boj bédz-a [nu bédza] v bury

béru n paternal uncle

b3gi n navel

b3r3 dé n banana

bujdgu n guava

burema d3zuwa adj I am full (satisfied after eating)
buru n bread

bityi biiji [bigji] 7 drum
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Cc

capé n coffee

Dd

daa daaj-i [da4ji] v 1) kill 2) extinguish, put out a fire
daan dan dan [d44&n] 1) v hunt 2) AGENT hunter da nd-dn hunter
dag dag-u [dagu] v 1) leave (alone) 2) lock (door)
daya adv a little

dee™ déé" [déé"] v sit, sit down

dege n statue

démé adj heavy

def det-¢ v take a break from working

deb déb-¢ [debé] v cover

deg dég-¢€ [dégé] v lick

deémifé adj black

dénné adj round

déré n older brother

d&fé n restfulness, ease, comfort

di dimu » forehead

di néfi adj thirst

diga panna » dinner

dii » water

dii yuy dii yuy-i [dii juji] v go into the water

diin diin [diin] v lie down

ding ding-¢ [dinge] v tie
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-d6 v : TAM fut

dogo kiné n back

domm domm-0 péjin [doOmmo pébjin] v roll turban

domo # turban

d3d 7 testicles

dd3 ¢f: duw-i. n luggage

dugé n poison

dugéji n necklace

do duw-i [duvi] ¢f: d53. v carry on head

dub dub-5 [dub3] 1) v forge 2) AGENT blacksmith ditb-3 diib-3n blacksmith

d3a n meat (cooked)
dza siru dz3a sir-u [d3a siru] v cook (a meal)

d35 n fishhook

Yy

ee yée [jée] v 1) leave 2) go

Ee

eb éb-€ [ébé] v buy
&dsi adv alot
£ja [&d30] adj 1) good 2) pretty 3) good looking
émmé n sorghum
gné n chicken
éné ara (comp.) n rooster

Ené ara (comp. of Ené, ayné 'male chicken', see under £né)
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£€1) n mik

er ér-¢ [ére] v braid

€ré n peanut

eF€ n goat

€ré ara €ré€ adj unsteady
€skiyée n sneeze

¢skiyt sady-i [éskiy? saaji] v sneeze

€skiye sady-i [éskiye saaji] ( €skiye, sadyi, see under £skiye)

g

gaa n indigo

gabu d339gd n watermelon, melon

gad gad-a kadn [gada kaan] v hobble
gam na n wing (of a bird)

gamma » cat

garén n spleen

gaw 7 onion

ger ger-i ger-i [nam geri ], [geri] v 1) keep 2) hold 3) step on
géwu adj big

g€ n hunger (noun)

g€ mu €s€ g€ mu €s€ v [ am hungry
géru usi n trap

gi gapa n okra

gi gana niné n okra sauce

gi gér™a n charcoal

gi mir gi mir [gi mir] v hang down head

gi" adj like
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ginni » house
ginni kut bana » head of household
ginni y€s€y [ginni jés¢j] n house owner
gir giri ii [giri ii] v sleep (verb only)
giri kimi [giri kimi] (comp. of giri i 'shut eyes')
giri guja [giri gudza] » eyelid
giriineye

giri kimi (comp.) [giri ktmi] v blink
giri kua » eyebrow
giri ktd kira woji z eye lash
gira paa n face
gob g6b-i [g6bi] v cling to
gomm gémm-6 [gommo] v chop, cut (firewood)
gonn génn-a [génnt] v take off] take out

séyil g"ond (comp.) [séji g*dnd] v undress
gor gor—i [go6ri] v put on hat
goro n hat
g2 g5 g3 [g3 !g3] 1) v dance 2) AGENT dancer g3-g3-3-n dancer
gonn gonn-6 [gonnd] v fence in
go1 gon-6 [gond] v surround
g31d 1 cola nut
gud3si n body
guju [gadzu] » skin
gunon # slave
gunt n pebble
gur gur-6 [gurd] v dig (sth)
guroy adj young

gu guw-¢ gaw-¢ [guw-€ !gaw-£] 1) v steal 2) AGENT thief gu-guw-£n thief
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gwit gwd" 7 chest (body)

-1v > 7?7 stative

id3i di » fish sauce

id3a n dog

ii 1) n child 2) n diminutive comp. kibo ii ata 'toe's male child' (see under kiiba) comp. n35 i
'hand child' (see under nd3)

il yaa garoy » young woman, girl

in ini—{ [ini{] v bathe

in€ n person

insar pinni » kidney

ir n breast milk

iri n blood

ira n milk

irt dii breast milk

irawal [i!rawal] » parasol

1l il-& [il&] v ripe

1 in-i [ini] v 1) stand 2) stop

jaga [dzagd] » hump
jagu yésey [dzagu jésej] n hunchback

jandira [dzandard] » donkey
jan jan-u [dzanu] v read
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jangini n body

jen jén-a [dzen-u] v take

jib jib-i [d3ibi] v wrap (panya)

joj joji 1) v enter 2) adj full

j0jo6 adj bouncy

J9Yd goré gara n 1) oesophagus 2) throat (interior)

j9y3 0d31 1 windpipe

jon j3n-0 [d3590] 1) v heal 2) AGENT healer d3t-d33n-3-n healer
juba [dzaba] n pocket

jug [d3ug] v know

jupuno n millet flour

K k

kaa kaay-i [kaaj-i] v cut, shave
kaa kaay-i v eat

kaar kaar [kaar] v rip, tear
kaga adj hard

kanna adj new

kaf* kar-u v do

kébé€ n flint for lighter

kébélu n hot chili pepper

ker kér-¢ [kéré] v bite

kéré n African eggplant (similar to tomato)
kéri n stem, stalk

kéW" n root

kidz€ n thing

file:///C:/Users/abbie/Documents/Dogon/Toroso/Lexicon.xhtml 8/20



9/21/12 Lexicon.xhtml

king n liver

kiné 15mb3 7 heart

kiné¢ padzu padzu » lung

kinu n nose

kit b33 n nostril

kiza péy [kiza péj] (comp. of péy)

ko cop is

kéburi ¢f: n33 kéburi. » toe nail, finger nail

kogo n thorn

koj k6dz-0 [kédz0] 1) v scrape out (calabash, after sawing it in half) 2) v peel (fruit,
gingerroot) with knife

koko m3 n smoke

koniyo [kénijo] » millet beer

kdd3a n entrails, guts

k1 k3 7 neck

kuaba n foot
kaba d3rd (comp.) n heel of foot
kiba giri n ankle
kidbo i ara (comp.) n big toe

kiba dirs (comp. of kiiba)

kiba girf ( kiba)

kaba id3u n barefoot
kabo n toe
kabo i ara (comp. of kiiba, ii, 4Fa 'toe's male child', see under kiiba)

kb6 meni # ring (on toe)

kubo nadmmara » footprint
kanna » pounding mortar (any kind)
kurs3 » tree leaf

kud n head
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kut kart woji, (comp.) n head hair

kut kart woji, (comp. of ki)

kud kara woji » hair

kom kum-{ kuimij-6 [ktumi], [kimijé] ¢f: . v 1) make a fist wh: kim-{ kiimij-6 2) . 2)
crumple p¢: kim-i ktimij-6 1) .

konn kinn-a [kannad] 1) v insert 2) v put 3) AGENT dyer gaa kiin-6-n indigo dyer 4) v dye

L1

lab 14b-a [14ba] 1) v chop 2) AGENT sculptor dégeé ldb-d-n statue sculptor 3) v sculpt
lag 14g-a [14gd] 1) v hit (inanimates) 2) v slap

141€ subordconn but

lémuru » orange

1EWIEW adj squishy

li liy-¢ liy-¢ [lije] v fear

1i n bed

16 10 adj squishy

log log-i [logi (laga-)] v hit (animates)

M m

ma may-i [maji] 1) v make 2) v construct 3) AGENT brick maker tém-é md-d-w-n brick
maker 4) AGENT potter toroj md-dn potter (of pots)

mangoro [mangoro] » mango (tree)

mangoro ii n mango (fruit)

manna » cheek

marngoro na n mango
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mininni » shea butter (for cooking)
mifa 7z cut (small wound)

md [mébji m3] v laugh

mu

mui manna » side burns

musoro n woman's head shawl

musd9rd n shawl

-N1 7 Accusative

Ss

naa sinn naji [naji] v braid (rope)

naa naaj-i [naaji] v give birth
naa n cow
naa gura » heifer, young cow (not yet a mother)
nam # cotton
nan nag v forget
naid » hip
nara p6é pagi (comp.) n belt
nafd po pagi (comp. of nafi)

new n salt
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néw dii » ocean

ném s3rJ n granulated salt (not in bars)

nen nén-€ [nené] v lean

net nér-€ [néré] v file (sth, with a metal file)

ni ni-{ ni-i [nif nii] 1) v sing 2) AGENT singer nii ni-i-n singer of songs
ni 1) n oil (peanut, for cooking) 2) pro it

niin nii” ninn-¢& [nii"] v breathe

niinu » breath, breathing

nimin nimina b&¢ [nimint bee] v remember
ninng » tongue

niné »n sauce (any)

ninu » maternal uncle

nd ménnu » bracelet (simple, metal)

no sati # silver bracelet

n6no6 kd n raw, uncooked (meat)

néno wam £d31 adj cooked, done (meat)

-nd v : TAM mmp.neg

\ ss

nd ii n branch (of a tree)

b 2

nd méni 7 ring (on finger)
ndn3 di » meat sauce
N2> n35 [n33] v drink
ndJd n arm
ndd ara (comp.) n thumb
ndd ii (comp.) n finger
ndd taga (comp.) [ndS taya] » palm of hand
ndJ 4ra (comp.) n hand

,~ s

n3d &ta (comp. of ndJ, 4fa 'male hand', see under ndJ)

n3d ii (comp. of NI, ii 'hand child', see under n33)n35 Gnu
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n3d ii ddm nd 7 1) pinky finger 2) pinky toe

n3d kéburi ¢f: kéburi. n 1) toe nail 2) finger nail
nd) taga [ndd taya] (comp. of ndJ)

ndd Grd (comp. of N33)nd3"

nu n cow pea

nuir) bafu » red cow pea

nuy pira » white cow pea (fast growing)

nom v fall

Nn

Jaara n woman

nama ku” n ginger
Jpanu n fire

nen nen [npen] v look
nen nég-¢ [néne] nfly
ii pii [pii] v die
JOW1 7 death

NOyi [néji] n honey

133 tatdn) n sharp part of elbow (funny bone)

)y

-ng€ v : TAM prog
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ond n meat

ob 6b-it [6bl1] v give

Oro nino n game, hunted animals

JD

-d v : TAM Final mid vowel
3930 n camel

9g3rd n well

3g3rd dii n well water

ori adj humid

3r3 n Boabab

3 adj slick

ord ii n Boabab fruit

dru ndwa »n wild animal

Pp

pag pag-u [pagu] v tie comp. aa pag-u 'tie the mouth' (see under ana)
paga [payal n leg

panna bird €ja [panna birt £€d3d] v cook (food) well

parani » flour, powder

péji ara [pédszi ara] (comp. of péju, 44 'sheep man', see under ara)

péji fi [pédsi fi] n lamb
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péji yaa [pédszi jadl (comp. of péju, yaa, see under yaa)
péju [pédzu] n sheep
péy adj old comp. dyna péy (see under ayne)
kiza péy (comp.) [kiza péj] n old (thing, animal)
pe pée [pée] v strike (match, flint lighter)
peer péér—u [pééru] v break
peg pég-¢ [pége] v nail
per pér-u [péru] v bone (break)
pirt adj white
pinn pinn-¢ [pinng] v close
pori niné€ n sesame sauce
p3” n fonio (cultivated grain, Digitaria exilis)
Pp3nd n cream of millet
p3na paa n pants
por pir-d [pird] v strangle
pub plb-i [phvi] v blow on a fire

pund » ashes

puapId n papaya

~

puard seed

-Fa v > ?7? transitive
robiné dii » tap water

- v > ??? reversive
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Ss

sa n seed

saa sadyi [sd4ji] v respond éskiye sddy-i (see under £skiye)
saa n sister

saga tara [saya tara] adj young

sagt d3a n millet cakes (usually served with baobab-leaf sauce)
sara n broom

sarmé »n corn

sé n clothing

séyl g¥and [séji g*dnd] (comp. of génn-1i 'take off clothes')
séyi kannu [séji kiinnu] » get dressed

sem sém-¢& [séme] v sweep

si s€mé€ n rag

si si adj small

sii » fat around stomach

sinn sinn-i [sinni] v carry baby on back

sinni 7 shin, lower leg

sisaa n bird (any)

sisémé adj worn out

sob sob-u v brush out braids

son sO1) [sén] v rest, relax

sJ n speech

sob s3b-3 [sob3] v medical injection, shot

$9g $3g-9 [s3g3] v lock

son sdn [sdn] v unbraid

sdgu n horse
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sug sug-o v descend
stuguru n 1) ear 2) earlobe
stuguru bdt3 n earhole
suguru dzélu » earring
sukturo kéru » sugar cane
suni n rope

sururo n younger brother

taa taa-yi [taaji] v shoot

taay » door

tab tab-i v start

tab tab—u [tabu] v touch

tag tdg—i [tagi] v put on shoes
taga [taya] »n pond

taga dii [taya dii] » pond water
tagar tagar-a v show

tagu n shoes

taju [tadzu] » basket

tamm timm-u [tAmmu] v kick

Tt

Nn

tanan nan tdgan-u [pan taganu] v light, ignite
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taru n egg

té ntea

teb téb-i [tébi] v bend

teg teg teg-e 1) v speak 2) n language
téeme » brick

ten [tén] v chew

ti tiy-¢ [tije] 1) v weave 2) AGENT weaver tddsu tij-én basket weaver

ti tdba » upper shoulder (traps)
tibi » rock

tii na » trunk (of a tree)

tii" n tree

tii" ii » fruit

tog tog—i [togi] v spill

tor tor-6 [tord] v pounding (in a mortar)
toroy [toroj] » pottery

toru n pig

O tOji t v plant (seeds)

t3d3t 1 calf (ofleg)

tog t5g-3 [t3gd] v knock (on door)
toj t3j-1 [t3d31] v squat

ton t5n-5 [3n] v write

-tu v pfv

tup tan-i [tani] v kneel

tarfa »n tooth
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ul ul-o v climb
Uj 1j3 [ud3-3] v build

ve adj light

Ww

-W n : Plural pl

Yy

wa yu wayi [ju waji] 1) v farm 2) AGENT farmer ju wd-dn

Ww

wayig wajig-e v yawn

waying waying-¢ kdar-u [wayingé kaaru] 1) v chop 2) AGENT butcher wajing-é-n

Do

weer LEET [véer] v winnow

Ww
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w00 gundn yésey [woo gunodn jésgj] n slave owner

Yy

yaa [jaa] n 1) female 2) girl
péji yaa (comp.) [pédszi jaa] n sheep (female)

ye péra [je péra] n month
ye péra leé n traditonal Dogon month which indicates the rainy season is almost complete
J ]

yeb jéb-1 [j&bi] v roll up (pants)

Yy

yénana péy [jénand péj] n old woman
yEsEy adj owner of

yig yig-€ [jigé] v sift

yu yuy-i v walk

yu 7 millet
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