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O. !!.1.Wiltiue 

In company with the Re v.james Watson I set out tor Katherine 

the terminus of the Darwin Railway,to make a trip trom the 

Railway Terminus to the mouth of the Oo7der River and then to 

the crocodile Ielands. We had pr,poeed to tra•el with pack 
. 

donkeye and boreee but finding taht the price of donkeys wae 

prohibitive in Katherine we had to content oureelTeB with 

packhorees to ride. Horees are indispensable on the cattle 

etatione where mustering bae to b~ done,but tor work and pack­

in& the donkeys have, in the conditions preyail.in& iu the 

Northern Territio7, a iood deal in their favour. During the 

wet saason and the early part of the year when the herbage 

and grasaee are green anq eucculent,larga stovk thrive on the 

patches of excellent soil to be·tound in the Territory but 

the ahrubberry are able to maintain a better condition. 

The district ie particularlj interesting to a naturalist ,t~ 

in this neighbourhood are to be tound the beautit.ul Golden­

Shouldered Parrot that nests in the ant-hille ~nd seT~ral T 

T&rieties of finches taht are scarce in other parte. 

The finches are fast disappearing in spite of the fact that 

all traffic in them ia now prohibited. A tew years ag~ a loca 
t 

birdcatcher told me, he would send several tbousanf o.f these 

the crocodiles ware say 
1 an t~rn • 

at llight that 
we were 

ab1,. ... - - .. 



--

The belt of country trom Kathrine to Mar&nboy waa comp~rat1Tely 

a good ~nd ma•mal& ana birde wore frequently -~•n. Ou»r 

unbroken horse& needeu particular attention leaving little time 

for oo:leoting natural history specimens and it -as expected 

that the country still to be coTered would be equally tertile. 

Along the headw&Jers t! Katherine and Roper RiTere there is 

eome good land but when we )Urned north ,skirting _the watershed 

of thenortern tr•butaries of the Roper RiTer, the country 

became very patchy and held very little animal life. At intenala 

of about twelve tc sixteen ■ilee on the route we followed there 

was water either in a spring or a billalon& to be found but 

sn&ral of the billabongs were dry during this season and at 

two places we were co■pelled to di& through five or eix feet 

ot e&nd to uncocTer enough water fer oureelTea and tbe horses. 

Our route lay through Mara.nboy to the Old Bool■an •ilverlead 

!ield,naar the head of the Wilton River puaing through the 

stat\ion holdini of KeNiece and Cobb. 

Their e•ation lies on the Flying Fox Ricer A patch of fertile 

well watered soil between the barren rabnges that reach their 

highest points in Mount Owdir and M). Karumba. Adjoining 

Flying-Fox Station is one held by w, FBrrar and this is the 

■oet Northeaeterly white ■a~a home in the territory. 

From Ut. Karumba to the Ooyder River is a little known country 

and as the water holes were h few and far between,•• eecured 

the eenicea ot a "boy" who had eome knowled1e of the country. 
,,..... 

With hie help e ste aed a zjg-za1 course through a narrow paee 

at the toot of Kt. Marumba and up a sandstone rid&e to a sandy 

plateau esti■ated at about 200ft. above sea-level extended 

about s hundred miles Northweet and Southeaet and about fitt7 

■ilee wide at its rideet part. It is fairly thickl\y timbered 

with medium-sized etriniy-bark and ironwood,with lines et 

cypress pine aloni the slightly elevated rises. It was in the 

centre of th•e p-ateau that we came to the dry billabong where 

wethad to dig for water. Some apinifex and other course 1raeaee 

sparsely v covered the sand and animal tracks were !ew. t•%im 



curiow,ly enough we poeaed a great many "eugarbage"(hiTee of 

na.tiTe bees1 and it wae on tbie plateau that 1'9 first waw. sicns 

of 1"bush"natiTea. :U:any trees bad been hacked dowiDn with blunt 

inBtrumenta in order to extractthe honey and once we C'3.■8 to a 

native burial eite. The wooden platform wh0re ~he body bad 

be~n placed until the !leeb had diearpeared wna still standing 

about twemty yards from where a hollow tree about ten inchee 

in diameter and eight feet high was j¼aced on end in the ground. 

About two feet from the tcp two rings had been cut round the 

poet and an inch from the top jwo xi•1axmsmx••••xn~x%mutx 

Xk:ex~utxlhole8 an inch ir. diameter were cut and placed to·-

:tace Northeast and Southwest. A parcel of bones wrapped in paper 

bark was to be seen :taet in the hollow log. Thie is a~parently 

the customary grave made by the tribes that inhabit moat ot 

Arnheim Land. 

We crossed the plateau in two daye and then followed doWD an 

unchartered cri:>ek th&t joins the Goyd,.'r Tiver near where the 
, 

Sh~rid&n enters from the East, 

The Goyder Kiever wae at the point where we reached it,at thie 

time of the year a series of watwaholes but a few ■ilee :turther 

on it developed into a awi:tt running stream. Thie wu due to the 

fact that several creeks ted byJ,trong running springs enter the 
I3th. 

Ooyder at about tbe/parralel and from there to the sea it ie 

a tine stream but is ~endered not n&Tigable tor any great distan 

from the coast because of a mud flat delta and seweral gorges 

and a elaty bars not far inland. 

It was when folloring the banks of the Goyd~r that we first 

■et some natives of the district. They were taking an 

afternoon nap and because of the sandy nature ·of the siil we 

approached quite close to them withoutbbeing seen. 

At the tint sight of our horse the men dashed for their spears 

and stood.at bay while the wo■en and children :tled~ through the 

bush . Fo~tunately our Guide Bob,called out to them in a 

language .they understcod ar,.d soon triendl; overtures were made. 

Arrungnarrangnu, the"bueh" native and his several lubras 

, 
i 



decided to accompany us to the coast and sbowue the beet 

watering places if we would tiret go with them to a gathering 

place where a big corroberee wae in progress. We camped that 

night at a billabomg beeide which David Lindsay bad 1amped 

:torty tears be:tore and curiously enough ha.du ai11i.lar 

experience in that we found that our hor8eB had wandered back 

on their tracks for several milee during the night· and that 

our start wae delayed. With cur numbers reinforced by several 

natives we started f~r the scene of the corroberee. we left the 

bank of the Goyder and making i!~ a northeaeterly direction 

:tolloweJ a tributary and then crossed a sandstone plateau and 

on the banks <If a e■all stw•a,we saw a number of natives, ao■e 

of the■ in their ceremonial dress. They were ~!raid ot the kera 

horses at first but or the assurance of their tribesmen that 

we were friendly, they oame up tor a closer inspection. Some 

of the younger ones had not eeen a horse before but most of the 

older one& re■e■bered the time when the Florida a.na Arifura 

Cattle Stations were in existence. 

These Stations had b~en nearer the coast and 

we were to eee something of their remaine later, ■eanwhile we 

turned ou~ attention to the nativea. They were most friendly 

and respectful. Only about thirty people were left at the 

corroberee tor most of the people belc•nging to the Eeetern 

and weetern tribes had returned to their hunting grounds and 

only the people trom the immediate vicinity of the Goyder 

were present. Most of the men ana woman were clothed.by the 

narrowest murgin,but a young girl that h d for a time on the 

nearest cattle station was a pathetic figure we she 

approached our outfit. Bbe had saved fr,om ber earnings a few 

rags of c~lico and wae endeavouring to cover ae much of her 

body with tbeeee as she could in the presence of white men. 

SWith knowled•e of immodesty and immorality born of a" 

"civiliae8 aseociationb she craved for a dress and tobacco 

and in underetandable English voluntarily offered her all in 

exchange for tbeee things,eep~cially tobacco. Such is the 

condition throughout a greater pt1rt of the Territory bilt 



thanks to the ehergetic a:ttorta· of the Miaeionary forces under 

the dir~,~t io:n of the Rev. Watson, the co .stal v natiTee a.re 

beginnine to understand thut there are different classes of 

white. men. 

The u~civiliaed group with no eeLee of abame in their nakedness 

eyedour transport with considerable curiosity but as their 

numbere did 1H.•t encoura.ge ue to believe lttat we should eee such 

a grond spectacle ir, their evening performance as our "boys" 

would have ue eur,poee,we decided to move on and camp at a 

billabong a tew 11ilee turtaar on. Before reaching the billabe 

we entered what was now a huge treeless plain that extended 

as far as the eye could see to the north and was &bout two 

miles wide. In the iou~$! wet senson it would be a Teritable 

bog but now th,~ thick coarse reedy grass had been :tired, and, 

travelling at express speed the flames were fast turning it 

in to a wildt'rnees of aehea .1 We were tr&Telling with the wind 
I 
I 

and ov~r the hpt ground. &ere and there a decaying log 

reeked and smoked long atter the :ti9rcest flames bad passed 

and as the sun-set re41dened the evening sky a.nd :fi t:till flames 

leapt up over the blackened area it reminded one ogt fonibly 

of the blackened :tielde or battle on the Western Front. 

Wi gathared our water for tea from the reed-covered 

billabong but t~e deep maloaorous mud near its shore prevented 

the horeee from approaching near enough to drink. Wi weer 

compelled to rig up a tarpaulin trough and carry water to it 

in buckets. 

The grass nearby bad been consumed by the tire eo we 

had to ride over the edge of the fla■es and with bushes beat 

out the tring11 of the fire fi>r aevera.l h'indred yarde in order 

that we mirht eately camp and assure our horses a little pickin 
~ 

of grass. Bird litethronged a.bout this plain , Sp onbL,.ls, 

Ibis,Cr&ne, Plain Turkey,Snipe,Cockatooaand otaar nut-eating 

birds abounded. In the reedy grass beside the v1ater we tur:11.ed: 

a. sal and discawred a. family of small phaacoga.le,a :rurther 



t est ti t1rer C trater 8 Jerb rat 

h of our t e en tttko:n -,Ti tfl ward 

of f t o:r ij11cb Flies and Jlosquitos wa might have 

mad a considerable collection. This a.was, the .first time during 

our trip that we bad been particularly worried by winged pests 

altho111b seyeral snakes had netered our ea■Pa On this blackened 

awa■p and ~he ti-tree belts nearby both ourselyes and our horses 

were terribly tormented with hordes of vicious Karch Fliesth&t 

drew blood with almost nery sting, in tact our one grey horse 

was a mottled blood-red and white before we had been on the 

plain for an hour~ Thenext da) we skirted the eqe of this 
dependin& on the presence of moisture, 

tre■endous jlain or swamp/for about twenty miles before coming 

to the site of the abandoned Ari:tura Station. l'hy this station 

wa abandoned is difficult to say. There are several ru■ourso­

do■estio trouble with "blaeks",cattle speared by the natiTeB 

and the disastrous attacks upon stock by the ento■olocical 

pests- the Karch Flies and other bitiq insects. Th~ truth 

is probablJ that each of these things had an influenoe,but 
a 

it is/disbeartinin1 fact that a few re■ainina coils of barbed 

wire and yards and corner posts of houses are the enly relics 

of a once a■bitious se)tle■ent. 

Fro• Old Ari:tura Station we crossed some sandstone ri4les and 

a running stream .known as Darby oreelt and then in the heart 

of a ti-tree forest oa■e to a ■a,cnifioent U-ebaped laaoon with .. 
an expanse of a lila or so of water. As our leading horse 

broke through the belt of trees a wild screaming arose from a 

aroup of natives and they fled indiso~i■inately alone the reed 

bordered •d&• of the water. Our natiTes followed in pursuit 

calliB& out :trienfl7 areetiqs but the wild 11bub•natiwe• 

outdid tbe■ in speed anltbeir fear waa no doubt too 1reat for 

the• to oompre1'end our friendly OTertures. ~heir wild cries 

fri&btened so■e of our young horses and b&lf our party bad te 

enaaaa in a wild round-up before we were :tinallJ 1111stered 

and could unpack for luncb. 

The unusual noises had disturbed thoU&ands of black and white 



I 

ieese that& been peacefully feeding in the la&oon and these1 

large birds ae big ae do■eetic ~eeee, now joined their honkin& 

criee to the racket. The male mo■bere of th•e feathered tribe 

with the aid ot a coil of windpipe three to tour feot in 

length which they etow directly beneath the akin on their 
Cla:xto 

breaets nre able to produce a honking noiee equal to a motorise 

horn. Many Tarietiee of duck and other waterfowl thronged the 

enrface of the water and ted among the brilliantly blue and 

milk white water-lillies that almost entirely covered the 

surface of the water. To opr biolotically-epeakin:,deeert-

uaed eyes this was a Teritable ~oradiee. Our choice of ppecim 

mane was so great that we eoarce knew where to turn-eoma 

geesow so■e duck, a tew se&itgulls a.nd tarn e.nd soma of the 

phantnstic Lotue bidde beauttfully aoft brown and bla~k,look­

in~ as they stepped jerkily trom lilly~le&f to lilly-leaf as 

if they would be better piesaed 

wre added to our collection. 

placed in a Chinese picture, 

These Lotus-birds ure most interesting not only because 

of their oriental a1peara?ce but because they grow toenails, 

so■eti■ee three inches lo~ to e•able them tp walk on the 

broad lilly-leaves and collect the insects from the water 

without g~tting their feataere wet. The bodies of our spaci■ens 

served for &ft satisfying lunch and we moved on around the 

edge of the l&&oon toward the coast which was now less than 

ten miles distant. 

During the afternoon we OTertook the natiTee that 
With 

we had scared so dreadfully: they bad met/others more 

sophisticated and had learned of white men and horses and as 

a matter of fa.et r.!ow realised that we no doubt belon1ed to the 

party that the people at the Mission Btation expected. When 

we actually joined them they r~cognieed the Rex. 1 Watson a.nd 

immediately and ~nstw.tly we had a host of willing if not 

able aaaiatan~a. Our course lay through a wide belt of thick 

ti-treaa and willing hands weilded tho tommahawke and cleared 

a passage, packs wrer carried aoroes a swampy patch im which 



the horses even when unloaded ee.nk to their hocks. 

Wt crossed u treeleae J;lain some five miles wide and. 

reach0c the landing stage ne~• to the beach at duak and here 

-we uet -W!. th the most difficult condition or. our trip. 

1fo hfi.d o:.-.pected to find some wntar 1r. a native well or at 

loast be able to obt~ib some by digeing deeply in the sand. 

Our numbora bnd ir1orsa.8e far beyond the thirst eatistying 

cP~pe.c i ty of our 'ta.terbags a.td night t~me found ua wi tbout 

we.tar, The -well was dry and dig as deep e.s we could in the 

derkneae -.,e co\lld get nothing 111ore liquid than mud. Wi spent 

hours digging in the sand, the horseo gathered reunlf and triet, 

t0 ster Cl·n ue or fttll intc• our excavations at the s■s.11 ot 

denmp earth. At l~st we g~va up the search and settled as 

best "'.f& could for the remainder of the night. Morning brouglllll 

r.c rali~f and we pasaed on to the beach. From here our 

a·:oke eiina.ls attracted the attention o:r Yr. Robertson at 

tbe Mission Station on Hillinaimbi Island which lies about ' 

3 n:iiles :trot!I the 11ainland and n tast motor boo.t aeon reached 

ua and anticipating our condjtion came well etooked with 

supplies to e{~t and drink. wi had covered u. distance of about 

thre•:.1 hundred and fifty miles in t·bree weeks travel. I h&d 

collecteo a number of specimens of eoneidarable interest. 

It remained for us to get tb& horaeB across the stretch of 

sea fromtha mainland to th~ Mission Station on the island j( 

aLd our journey was done. This part howner pr~santed con­

siderable difficulties, the forashores ~ere deep with ■ud, 

the distance was great for o horse to ewim and raft transport 

in the open sea is ro9st preoa~ioua. It took ua eevaral days to 

get the horses over,s-wimminP, some and raft':3ring others but 

eventually .. -e weloo11ed the co11pnrativ1J ·comfort of the Mix 

Milinaimbi Yiesion Station. 

The Yili.aai.rbi 1lissi0n Station is situated on one 

t~e groups ot the crocodile Islands. It was thoug,t that 

1slande would proTe to be the mud delt& of the Goyd.ar 

investi~a.tion showed tbe.t the: are of a ei■ilhr 

Piers Kelly



speaking ftecentlY~tiib■erged .. 'T1'{ey •re now rising ra.pid,!r,as 
~l,'-,, ,, 

&Tidenced; by' 'the rtised bea~h lines and their flora. and 

, ; , ('4,_ :, "' Lf:'": ,,-' ' 

I left the Orocodile Islands in October tovisit 

tthe K:i:ng)'.lti.ver di~trict anf returbed on November 18th. to 

remain until the first week :in January. 

Some itlinological material was collected as per 

aitt ached rijp"dr,,: -

Piers Kelly



WILKINS AUSTRALIA &_ISLANDS EXPEDITION, 

--~----------------------~-----
List of Entomological Specimens collected at Crocodile Islands 
-----·--- ------

& Northern Territory. 
-~------ -------------

August I924 to Jsnuary I925. G.H.Wilkins. 
--------- ------ - ------------

Many entomological specimens haTe yet to be numbered & listed. 
------------------------------------------

• 



wILKINS AUS'.i'RALIA & ISLANDS EXPEDITION. 

Prel i.11tnary & Pi:ovieional R'epor·t. Part 17. 
___ .....,.________________ .. ---------- -----
Ethnological matarinl collected at r.rocodile Islands~ 

NorthernTerritory.--------Auguet-I924toii&ix-Jan.I925 
----------- - --- ------ ---------
I Letter stick. 
2 Womena dresaee. 
I Painted stick used for •ourning oeremony described . 
.1 Bundle of string " " " 
I Stone headed spear 
a Wommerahe 

3 Dilly bags 
2 Knitted ba&s 
2 Ornaments worn by men when fig9tin2 
I Dilly ba& n n " " 
3 Pandanus pleited armlets 
82 Btring ~rmleta • 
I Hair belt worn by ■en 
I Taatle worn by men. 

• 

Piers Kelly



WILKINS AUSTRALIA & ISLANDS EXPEDITION. 
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!5 ---------­-- -
Preliminary & PRoTieional Rsport. Part I7. ----~- _________ ......,.._____ -----·--

f:t2!L~~therine to ~OI(\~r RiT~~CfO!f.Qdile l§l~nd!_& 
N.Qil!!ern T~rril2ry. 

GCiHGll&1&•&t1-a 
!la.li~J!!l~!l!S 

List oi loologicbl 8peci■ens collected atv crocodile Islands. 

----p----------------------·--------- --------
and Northern Territory August I924 to Jan.!925. 

Spee.No. IU 
149 

-------- ------
I Fish 
Uany shells gathered from the beach • 

• 



WILKINS AUSTRALIA & I8Lt.llDS EXPEDITION. ---------------------------
_Preli11in& ry_ a.nd_proviolbont. l_report. ________ Pc rt_1~ • ________ _ 

~.!!tOD'I!::X S~LAr:.Dt. NcrthEir!l Territory. 
SG• Auetralia. XX1 -------------- ·- ·-----~-- -----·-··· ---------

!m~~l. ________ Janunri_iUth_to __ A~ril_Jl~!• 1U2b. __ O.H.!.illineo 

Gr<..•Ot-' .:i:~• lal1dt 1~ di;.;t:.;.l:)t fro~ th~ mai11l~Ed k.bout' thirty mile• 

but a cha.in of iela.nds run froi11 ita northern end towards the 

1J1ainlnnct u.nd tbe ,:_~:!"eate::it fiea diets.nee betwe~n the islw.mds is about 

Dix 11J: lee. ~oat of the larger islands on the WsBt ~0•■tx side 

ot th~ Gulf cf ,!a.r,"nt::ria. are cc:wposed of' 11r~11ito, but Grotte Eyla 

ndt, which lies 1·urtht:r to the ~ ... stward ie c;omposed Oj'.' Qu~rtzits 

with ~ f'°"' eaLdotC!'r..e boulders diatribu1.ed or1 the sl,r:fatre. 

There 61-re s everai permanent 1·ivers thu t ilvw from the in terio r 

ot the iel&nd to the s~n and the aourcee of these rivers are springs 

that rifle from the qu"-rtzi te hille. 

Along the hanks of the rivers to the south of the taland, and on 

some of the lower slopes of the hills Qre patchee of rich arnble • 

eoil but the greater part of the northern e~d of the island ie 

rocky or sandy country, covered with d1;eert tL'ber. 

In generol appsarance i~oot6 Eylandt dif~ere but little from 

the mainland ppposite. Alittle northward 01' the centre of the 

isla~d is a conic6l hill rising to abo~t six hundred feet and on 
eirc~lar 

top of which ia a t&:m:m.i't!lli: depression . Similar d,praaaicna are founc 

on other amr.Jller and neighbourir.g 1a la:i: .. ds. '.rnere ia 110 conspicuous 

At Funnelx Is land , wµich lies to the tlr.rth of Groote Eylandt, 

a p•culia.r for·xation is exposetd • ?he island ia c ompossd of o number 

ot upright tubes or futwels va.ryi.ug in diu.uH:>ter a.ad resembling 

1,- arrangement, the pipes ( I an organ. I;1 c1 lf1:ll~t~r the pipes range 

frc-u2 tour 1nclle,. t0 n. foot but on th'J roH-inle..nc; ,'), it tle further to 

the North I nLticed so~e tubes ub~ut two feet in diameter. 

The pipe w~ll9 ~r~ made up of somG vitrified sil~ceous matter 

and the n:t~t!rial t},ot fi l 1£t tbum ia ccn:pneed of c('\r'--l, ahelle and 

sand, cementeG tcgcther. The flora on Orr, te EylYadt is similar 

to the. t on the mo. 1 land r.rno. tbe fa..uLa , [1.1 tl';ough d'irarf eo, does bot 

apperr to differ Tery -~uch from the ma.1ula.nd. apeciee. 

Large marsupial life is scarce on the island and ae !arx as I 



able to aecertain, nothing larger than the coastal wallaby ie now 

to be found. In earlier days, the natives caught a few kangaroos. 

Both the co&.eta.l wallaby and the rock wallabies o:a the lelnnd 

a.re now very scar-:~~ and the r••ck w~-:labies are confine,_: to a few 

ieblated pilltope at varioue parts of the island. 

The rock. wallabies o.ppeer to be a elighly different variety to 

those :found on themainland ir:.ime iately opposite but they resemble 

thl'Be collected 1·rcm the King River District, some dis ta.nee to the 

Westward. 

Small ma.mma.ls were fairly plentiful but difficult to col lee t 

and preserve in good order, f0r a.nts were even more troubleeow• 

en Groote Eylandt than they were at other parts of the Northern 

Terri tcry tha.t I viei ted.. During the wet see.son, the leaches were 

A-leo a. pest e.na 1 t wa.e impossible to alk tbeough any swa.11py area 

without being a.ttacked. "'he lea.chee were e o bas in tact that they 

11a,de night bunting impossible duri:ng the season from Februa.ry to 

April. It a complete ce.nvaa covering to the ueck was w,rn, the 

le&chee would find their way to the neck band ~nd fasten to parts 

of the head and their bitea were extre~ely difficult to heal. 

Flowering plants were collected many times over in order to try and 

preserve a complete set but in the extremely wet season experienced 

during my visit, a.nd. living ae I was in exposed quartere:i that beca 

me Bodden with ea.eh fall of ra.in, it was a..lmoet impoeEible to 

preserve dried epecicene with euccese. However a few were preeerve9 

nfter much labour and a.ttention. 

Entomological. life wae plentiful and the aid of the half 

caste girls and the mieeion w rkere enabled me to secure a. fairly 

rer,reeentative collection. 

The native~ of the island. were not allowed near the Misei 

on station but I was a.ble to get in touch with them on several 

occaeicne. Thay proved of little use in collecting materi~l 

fer they find animal life so scarce that they do noJ trouble to 

hunt for it e.nd are therefor unskilled in the art., 

They live for the most part on fieh, root crops and wild beee• 

honeyo 

Groote Eylandt wee swept by a violent cyclone in 1923 

an.d many or the 



a.1Hl u:ai.:y or tbe fo1•ef:;1 t tr\3,·s wer0 tlown it1nm to the grr.und. 
<.'!! • !!'::' ie.lurid 

The :fallen tr1mke '!'l'!Rl--.e ~"Hlki?1g n very difficult ma.tter, 

espen~ally nt u:fht. g~st or the trees h~d been stripped ot their 

:toli:.ge during the cyelo113 but during ti'la ti::1i: of my v iei t they 

were brRnchiTif out on~~ ~or~. lt will be aowa time ho~~ver before 

th~y are &gin in u ~tote to harbour the bir~ lifa that is generally 

fC'und tb:r<:Uf~ Ol1t th~ n0rlhn~r11 c1istricte. 

The biro life practicall~ diP~Treared from the island 3fter 

Often on a days walk , rot ~ere th0r ten birds w0uld be uoen and 

it wae nee ~ssa.r., to fol lcw up every bird one sa"llf in order to secure 

it for a specimen. 

Conditions ~ere not ~1~ays thue, but bird lif~ wne ~pparently· 

:u~vt'r very pler:itiful en tr.e island. 

At La.-tched will be found a report en the coJ.lectior, of birds 

from the islnnd . Tbeee were secured before th~ cycl•ne. 

I hav6 m~rked that report to indicate the species I saw on the 

island. The other apeciee menticted in the report were not seen 

during my visit. 

Terrritee were unueue.lly troubleaome at. "'roote h~landt, n,ot 

even clothe~ or books or boots w~re saf~. It wue not unusual to 

find that o table -clo.,il had been eaten frcm a table uring t:ne nigh1 

and several pairs 01· boots that were left ur teJ1ded !<.>r a week were 

ae flll l of holt,e as r, eeive. w•••x.anmi.uili:i::x 

The lrc8lly rrown Cyrress Pine 18 ~bout tha only timber that 

is not e.tta.cked Bud e-vei1 this ie eaten if it i& allt1ted to remain 

lyinf o:n the rround for aowe tima. J.n an urrifht r,oaiti(•n, with its 

grouni end protected, the pine ia Lot attacked, but th&v ante will 

US\!) it ae a roa.dway over which to reach other edible ut:3-tter. 

Warren, ~f the Church ~iosionnry Bociety, unt tie otaff and also 

to the forty or~ hnlf-~&ete ~hildren frr help received. 

By ·to.king "Cva:-~tnga of tx·avel by the !iieo.1.cii u .i: t, :-j great ueal 

ot t:oney w: a saved. '.l.'he co.i.l&cti on from the .J.elE:.r:d is small but 1 t 

would not hA-ge t•ee11 rr1.1cti l:.ireer ; eve·:: if .L h~d had n1y owi1 boat 

and & trained staff of assistants. Mat••ial waa not to be found on 

tnG island and what I hev& 11 
w co ectad rapres•nta the collecting 



J.1 of ~ e:;:i fro■ 

s ,:. t!, C111:t: t,::i. j::0r a period of ut two 

u J u. 



Liet o.r 

Spirit. t1kin. 

~ Hute 
IO I:11 tt-; 

II Bue:1 Jlt;t::? 

4 ;;·c. t,l\/6 G•.-~ t•:i 
I W:., ter Rut 

Pandiii,Uf:' Rot 
I{+ { ,:,, ·•1\ ,a." , u ms..:. .... , 

' ' Mice t Fie.ld) 

4 
I 
J 
I 11 (1{u,rsu:pial) 
5 Bo.:nd le cot 
I Flyir.1g E'ox 

Durmne a nurried trip the following wwa collected at Roper 
River. Northeru ~arritory. 

April 4th. I925. 

2 Ilock Wallaby. 



WILKIHD J.U-OTT ALIJ.. t~ 18LAI;rs EXPEDITIOn. 

Liat of Birde i.!Ollected at Groote Eylandt·. 

No. 2 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
2 
I 
I 
I 
I 
a 
I 
~ 

I 
I 

I 
.I 

3 
5 
J 
a 

4 
I 
3 
~ 
2 
2 

2 
4: 

I 
2 
2 
I 
I) ,.. 

I 
I 
I 
I 

7 
I 
4 
4 
:, 

Jti,nu,,r~· & Februcry IS:t25. 

------r------------- -
Scrub-Fowl Megapodiue caauariua. 
Red-b~~ckcd Quail Turr,i:.1 ~,1culN:s. 
Purpla-crowned Pigeon Ptilinppue superbua. 
Bro:r:..zewing Pbap~: chrilcoptera. 
Nutmeg pigeon Myrieticivora bicbbor. 
Phoasa11t Pigeon 1k.cropygia ph&sia.n£-lls. 
B&r-ehouldared Do\ve Geopelia humeralis. 

Crested Tern • Bternn oergii. 
Silver Gull Larue novae-holl#:\Ddi&e. 

Australian Sni~e Gollinago herdwicki. 
White~necked Heron Notophoyx pacifies. 
Mt:, eked Plcver Eobi tyx miles .. 
Creeted Hawk Ba.za aubcrietata. 
Red-wing Porrot A~ros~ictus erythropterue. 
Auetralia-n Gosha.wk Aetur fa.aciatua. 
White-breasted Sea Eagle 

Haiaetua leuoogaater. 
Tyto Alba. Barn Owl 

R'ttd-ta.ilod Black 
A:to~- Cockatoo 

White cocka)oo 
hlet lUgtb~o.r 

£:m~k•r 

Broad-billed Roller 
Blue Kingfisher 
Sacred Ringfisbcr 
Blue-winged t 
Kovkaburrs. 

Calyl)tOrhynchUB bank.Si. 
Cacatua galarita. 
Bc,ndel Gonteucker. AEgothalee 

criata.ta. .. 
Eurystomus oric~tnlia. 
Alcyone Azurea. 
Halcyon sanctus. 
Da.celo leachi. 

r.heatnut Kingfisher Halyoon macleayi. 
Large-tailed Nigttjar Csprimulgue ~acrurus. 
Koel Eudyna.~is orientta.lils. 
Pheaf: &.Lt Gou:..-al cw:ntropua pha~i.alJinus. 
Gray Fantail Rhipio. urn fl&.bellifera. 
Leac~n Flycatc~!er Myiogra rubecula. 
Black-tac ed Cuckoo- Grauca-lue :r:ov1:1e-hollandia.e. 
Shrike 

" Little auokoo-Sbrike 
Black-faced Wood s~ellow. 

robu£<tus o 

, Artamus conereuc. 
Dueky Wood-swallow " cyanopterus. 
Pied Butcher-Bird Cre.etisus nigrogulr.ria. 
BlrJck-ba~kP.d Magp1~ Gymnorhina. tibioen. 
East ,3rn Shrik b-Ti t Fa.lcunculus frOii ta tus. 
RufouP-bresete, Pachycaphnla rufiventris. 
Whietler 
Mietletoe Dird nicaeum hirun6inac,u0. 
Rea-tiu~ed Pordalote Pardolatuo orh~tua. 
Brown Houey-ea.t&r Stigmn.topa inoietincta. 
Yellow-faced Honey-Eater 

Little Friar-Bird 
Orf'ii1 t Bower~Bird 
Banded Finch 
Olive-backed Oriole 

Ueliphagn chryaope. 
Philemon citr&ogulorie. 
Ohii.aruyuer,, nucha.lic. 
Stees.Lopl.-::uru bic-he:.1ov Li. 
Oriolua soggttatub. 
Chibir brr:ctonta. 



Bpec.,!1c·. 186. 

Iot<i. 
I,',S. 
IflO. 
I~lI. 
I~;~;. 
I')?. 
IS5. 
J;;t~ $ 

I~l7 .. 

I~6. 
1 'J~~" 
ioo. 

203. 
2C4 
;?,05. 
2060 
207, 
20B. 
209. 
210 
2II. 
2I2. 
J!I3. 

I f:ceen 1: ,-a}ce 
J3eti.1;.h Addf:r 

Brow11 
I• 

Green ,. 
Spot t ect flllnk e 
J small brown snakes ~with a,ackled 

thl"OH:C J 
Broad be96ed &Laka 
;i Huff b~ir,,i ea snakes 
liID3-l l brOil':U snake 
"I 9,.,..,·111in°-rd 0 ( .. ,,,,-tT· 0 "'' 01 •kloc'1 throate) ,. ....,u,.-... , ua- .... . ic.- n.,. ~,~l C",.J,, ., ., 

3 ,, rt Cwh!-1..e stripe from gape) 
3 striped lisords 

laree haadad liznrd 
san o l?Ot1nr1a 

4 rough skinned liz~rde 
2 small g"3kkoa 
0 :frogs 

Goanna. 
Frj.lled liznr<l 

Blue tongue lizard. 
Strip3d liaHrd. 

Large frog. 



WILKins AUSTRALIA & I8LAUDS r~XPF.DITIO'.'l. 

Entmuologi ::&l matorial ool.lec·ted from Groote Eylandt. 

Januo.ry I9th. to April 30th. n,;.;t). 

a Pu.inted sticks from 00:2:-obore,3 Grou:ud .. 
4 Stone spears. 
3 carved speers. 

10 Hnrdw0oa-bo.mbt:,c-sha::ped spears., 
;, Wo-:::m:iera.hs. 
:3 'Womens d.reaaee • 
.u .:.iei:s dresses .. 
I fltone knife uacH! in ceremc11y of ~irgins .. 
I d apearhead~ 
I axe,, 

K:ni t tad bU..iS. 
I block white material 

'' red n 
for pa.il1 ting. 

t\ " I 
I 
I 
I 

nrue.11 sized string 'l.lf:ted for fishil1g _ 
Ll ac tio:.:, large :3 :ply oord .. 
CoreDnnial stick. 



.. 

( A i■ans bave y to 
0 

• • 
" 

~ . 
\ 

• J • . 
. 
• . 
.. 

• 
• 
" 555 . 

• 
• 

5 
• . 
• 

• 
.. .. 

.. 



Geologi,:al s:pecimew~ collected from G:r1.ota Eylendt .. 

Spee. Ho. 3~-l.. country rock. North end of Ialaud. 
3!!:3. Sm10Rton9 ( 1, otie on surface). 
398., cou.utry rook. Southend o:t.· Island .. 
399. Bitu~en picked up OL beach. 
JS6A.B.o. E'osailieed cora.l trom small island near 

Gruxte .. (The -v.hole 131.n.r!d is made up of the 
material. Ita highest point is Ioft .. above 
f:!fl9,lfcVE'1). 

390., core of Funnele from Fmmelisland near 
Groote Eylaridt. 
Mai.:n rock 
G-r<·C·to f;yJo:ndt. 

H 

From low roek near Groote Eylandt. 



!ilkine ~uP~rolio nna ~elanae ~x1\edition _______________ ... ___ . ___ ---·~·---------~-----·--::.-- . .!.-

LiPt of EthnoltgicPl Pfecimene 0ollected from 
GRnOTE EYLArDT. Gulf of Garpentrria. 

Northern Territar~. Auetralia. 
----------~r:i!!Q!;!.~:.:L1.Q_A.:ril. __ _! 92 5. ________ G. Ho Will: infl " _________ --

43 tc 50. 
51. 
52. 
53. 
54. 

55.56. 52. 
58.59.60.61., 

"r; 
0~ 0 

63. 
C4. 
Gb. 
ec. 
G7, 
68. 
6~. 
70. 

71., 72. 

8 Pr,inted stick? i'rom :o:e:cbboree ground., 
1 rerem0Liol stick. 
4. Stoue heeded B~eere. 
3. l"arirvd e:;ienre. 

1C. Bn~boo bardwooa-pointed epe11rs. 

4. 
1. 

1. 
1. 
1. 
4. 
1" 
1.-
~ 
.I.. , 

i 
') , .. . 
1 
L 
1 
L 

'Womeus dreef>ee made of ti-tree bnrko 
}fone g"lrcle rr11iae of hmof111 hoir. 

Stone knife.(ueea ill rnorri~ge ~ere~onJ ) 
Stone 1:>11earher-1d. 
Btone nye 
Net bagP. 
Bla{;k c11" wbit(1>1aterial u e tl d i' or pa ir" ting . 

" II t,edxk tl " ii tl 

eertlon t~o ply 8triLg ueed for f1ehing. 
. eecti0n of three ply rt•pe. (Made of b&rk.) 
Stone nxee. (brourht from Roper River.) 

...._ ~ ,, ,. .. ,, 
1 en ther uue tin·. 
Boo~ereng. ~ollected nt hlo~eton. 0~~e 1ork Penine1•: 

·f _,., . ' II II \t da~orntea set 0 i1re Pt1c~B. 
Set of eneare .t~olle~tea et ~orton." " " 
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