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The following story is taken from the collection of texts of de Josselin de Jong,
published in 1926. It is based on the Town Musicians of Bremen, a traditional German

fairy tale.

En tid da bha  én noli Am ba ka ko hou,
a time there have a donkey 3SG PST PFV come old

Once upon a time there was a donkey. He had grown old,

am na  kan werok. Si mestor a 16 1o mata
3SG NEG can work 3SG.POSS master PST FUT go kill

he could not work. His master was going to kill

am. Am a maro.Am a s a4 lo 16 a
3sG 3sG PST flee 3SG PST say 3SG FUT go LOC
him. He fled. He said he would go to

Briment. Weni am a rak a pat, am a fin én hon.
Bremen when 3SG PST hit LOCroad 3SG PST finda dog

Bremen. When he reached the road, he found a dog.

Am a se: Wamaju lo  blas s0? Do hont se:
3SG PST say why 2SG DUR blow so the dog say

He said: Why are you panting so? The dog said:

Mi mestor 1o 16 mata mi. Di  noli se: Ko
1SG master FUT go kill 1SG DET donkey say come

My master will go and kill me. The donkey said: Come



Il -mi mi a Briment. Den di  twé fa sino a
go with 1SG LOCBremen then DET two of 3PL PST

and go with me to Bremen. Then the two of them

wands mankands. Sini a  fin en pusi. Sini a fra
walk together 3PL PST find a cat 3PL PST ask

walked together. They found a cat, and they asked

am, wa am lo du. Am se: Am wmi too hou.
3G what 3sG FUT do 3SG say 3SG be too old

her what she would do. She said: I am too old.

Am no  kan fan roto numéé.  So di  noli
3G NEG can catch rat no.more so DET donkey
She could not catch rats anymore. So the donkey

se: Ko 6 mi o's a Briment, ju sal ma
say come go with 1PL LOCBremen 2SG will make

said: Come with us to Bremen, you will be the

sinman. So di  dri fa zino a lo. Sini a fin
singer so DET three of 3PL PST go 3PL PST find

singer. So the three of them went. They found

en  bunduban bono di  farm bekn. Sini ha fra am,
a cock on DET farm fence 3PL PST ask 3SG

a cock on the farm fence. They asked him

wa am a lo  du Am lo  skrew mi  alga
what 3sG PST FUT do 3SG DUR scream with all
what he would do. He screamed with all

§i stem. A" se,  §i mésta  ha  én
3SG.POSS voice 3SG say 3SG.POSS master have a

his voice. He said, his master had a



frokés.  Am  lo 16 mata am. Noli a  se:
breakfast 3sG ~ FUTgo kill ~ 3SG donkey PST say
breakfast. He wanted to kill him. The donkey said:

Ko 6 mi ons a Briment. Dan di fir fa
come go with 1PL LOCBremen then DET four of

Come with us to Bremen. Then the four of

zino  ha  start. Duiku a  fan sini  a  pdt.
3P PST start night PST of 3PL LOC road

them started. The night caught them on the road.

Sini a kri onds én bom. D> hunduban a flig
3L PST get under a tree the  cock PST fly

They sought refuge under a tree. The cock flew

bo di bom. Ham a rup yt a  sini: Di ha
on DETtree 3SG  PST call out LOC 3PL DET have

high into the tree. He called out to them: There is

en le ni  mi fer wé’ fa o's. Di noli a
a light NEG be far away of 1PL DET donkey PST

a light not far away from us anymore. The donkey

se: Ta ons 1o api di e be. Weni sini rak,
say let 1PL go where DET light be when 3PL hit

said: Let us go where the light is. When they got

sini a peep de en venstor. Sini a ki di
3L LOC look through a window 3PL PST see DET

there, they looked through a window. They saw

difiman sini lo  jet. Di  noli ham a wes di
thief ~ 3PL DUR eat DET donkey 3SG PST be DET

thieves eating. The donkey was the



grosta. Sini a  ma am peep de do  vé'std.
largest 3PL  PST make 3SG look through the window

largest. They made him look through the window.

Am a se, am ka ki twenti mi fi man
3SG PST say 3SG PRF see twenty with four man

He said he just saw twenty-four men

lo jit ront  en tawul. Am a se di  hon: DzZumb
DUR eat around a table 3SG PST say DET dog jump

eating around a table. He said to the dog: Jump

bo mi rigi Di pusi a klim bo di hon rigi Di
on 1SG back DET cat PST climb on DETdog back DET
on my back. The cat climbed on the dog’s back. The

bunduban a  flig bo di  pusi kop. An sini a  sin
cock PST fly on DET cat head and 3PL PST sing

cock flew onto the cat’s head. And they sang

en san.  Di difiman sini a  kuri sta  sin - bus
a song DET thief  3PL PST run leave 3PL house

a song. The thieves ran away from their house

mi  sin  jit. Di noli a  hopo di  do. Am
with 3PL food DET donkey PST open DET door 3SG
and their food. The donkey opened the door. He

a 1o abini. Am a ma di le. An sini a
PST goinside 3SG PST make DET light and 3PL PST

went inside. He put on a light. And they

begin jit alda di  jit. Weni sini a kabd, sini
begin eat all DET food when 3PL PST finish 3PL

started to eat all the food. When they finished they



a it di le. Di noli a 1o midol i plats.
PST out DET light DET donkey PST go middle DET place

put out the light. The donkey went into the yard.

Di  bhon a lei fo di do. Do hunduban a
DET dog PST lay before DET  door the cock PST
The dog lay by the door. The cock

flig a do roof Do pusi a l6 a do fi-ple
fly Loc the roof the cat PST go LOC the fire-place

flew onto the roof. The cat went to the fireplace.

De difman sini a sti en. Am a ko bini do
the thief  3PL PST send one 3SG PST come in  the

The thieves sent down one of them. He came into the

bus.  Am a o a  do fi-ple. Am a ki do
house 3SG PST go LOC the fire-place 3SG PST see the

house. He went to the fireplace. He looked into the

pusi hogo. Am a se: A stiki . Am a sk
cat eye 3SG PST say EMP piece fire 3SG PST light

cat’s eye. He said: It is a piece of fire.

di  kes a di. Do pusi a flig a S
DET candle LOC DET the cat PST fly LOC 3SG.POSS

He lit the candle to it. The cat flew him in the

geség. Am a  stat kuri. Am a  fin do  hon a di
face 3SG PST start run 3SG PST find DET dog LOCDET

face. He started to run. He found the dog by the

do. Di hon a bit am a Si bil.
door DET dog PST bite 3SG LOC 3SG.POSS buttock

door. The dog bit him in the buttock.



Am a  fin di  noli bini do plas. Di noli
3sG pPST find DET donkey in  the yard DET donkey

He found the donkey in the place. The donkey

a gi am eén skop. Do bundubin a  skrew. Am
PST give 3SG a kick the cock PST scream 3SG

gave him a kick. The cock crowed. He

a drai a di and> sini en s&: Di ha eén
PST turn LOC the other 3PL and say DET have a

turned to the others and said: There is a

wizdd a  di  fi-ple. Di  bha én man mi én
wizard LOC DET fire-place DET have a man with a

wizard at the fireplace. There is a man with a

mes a di do. Di bha én man mi én
knife 1LOC DET door DET have a man with a

knife by the door. There is a man with a

bangld  bini di  plas. Do  polisman —a  skrew:
club  in  DET place the policeman PST scream

club in the yard. The policeman yelled:

brin.  di  difman ko.
bring DET thief  come

Bring the thieves here.



