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INTRODUCTORY. 

this first issue of Trm 
Aus'l'RALASIAN AwrnuoPOLOGICAL 
J OUHNAI,, we commence- a work 

which will hereafter place the people 
of Austmlasia in touch with systematic 
anthropological research and 
gations in Australasia and in foreign 
countries; and also let the people jn 
other parts of the world know what is 
here being discovered, and likewise 
gather and lay before Australasian 

readers what has been acquired, and is being learned by 
the or in the several branches of 
anthropology in all the nations of the earth. As the 
official organ of "The Anthropological Society of 
Australasia,n all the collections, investigations, and trans-
actions of that Society will be set out in its pages; so that 
the members of the the public of Australasia, anJ 
the people of Asia, and America may be made 
acqua-inted with what is being found or accomplished in 
these regions, and that the inhabitants here may learn by 
the records and reviews in this journal what are the 
latest disco>'erici; in Linguistics, Psychology, and 
other branches ;;mthropology in all civilised nations. 

Australasia contarins numerous kinds of men 
senting sevem1 ancient racesj of which very little that 
contains carefully secured facts, or such as have been 
collected upon scientific methods, haTe, up to the present, 
been placed in an accessible form before the general public, 
but which by, or through 'the medium of this jnurnal, will 
be made kno·wn to its readers. 

In writing, and in selecting subjects which should he 
written upon, ·we had to. remember that our readers 
would. be of many kinds, and among others those who 
hitherto have known bt1t little or nothing of Anthropology 
before this Journal reached their hands1 and therefore \VC 
have had to take care that what w<-13 \Ytitten would be 
understood by such readers as were not accustomed to read 
Rtrictly scientific works, but who would have to be made 
acquainted with Anthror>ological facts in plain and familii't-r 
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or untechnical language, and therefore we have to ask 
those of our ,readers who have become more expert in 
Anthropological science to take this view of the position 
and to be not too severe in their cdticis•n of what 
this explanation might seem a too elementary and 
unt-eehnical treating of the subjects in these pages. Let 
all such advanced specialists be content to wait until a few 
numbers of this Journal are issued, by which time we -shall 
have made our readers quite understand these subjects, 
and have brought the knowledge of all readers up to the 
latest developments of all the sections of Anthropology) as 
we shall undouhte4ly aim to do. Until then we ask 
the indulgence of those who might feel incliaed to be severe 
critics o£ these first attempts to lead all A.ustralian readers 
to take an inter:est in these subjects pert.aining to the 
"science of mankind." 

The inhabitants of Australasia are not generally ac-
quainted with what has been discovered by the 
logists of ]'ranee, Italy, Egypt,. Scandinavia, Germany, 
Sclavonia, the several na.tions of America inc1uding the 
United States, or of India, China, lapan, and many other 
peoples of the •vorld, all of whom are studying the hiBtories: 
of ancient times, 'with a view to future developments, the 
results of which· discoveries have been recorded in the 
publicati\}ns, and in the languages of those diverse peop 1es. 
With the learned societies of these nations or peoples 
"The Anthropological Society ,of Australasia" will be in 
intimate relation and correspondence, having already 
placed itself in friendly and sympathetic communica.tion 
with more than forty of these societies ; so that the varied 
discoveries and developments of these peoples in 
pology will be made known to its readers in Australasia 
through this journal. The origin, and race relationships 
of the black, brown, yellow and lighter coloured tribes 
throughout Australasia will be investigated and made 
known to the public through the pages of this jourriaL 
The scientific workers in Sociology in many different 
nations are now making systematic and carefully conducted 
o"bservations into those matters that produce the highest 
developments of civilised nations, or those things that lead 
to the decline and fall of the people of any country, and 
those matt-ers and things will be obtained and placed 
before our readers. 

Many gre:vious and disastrous results have been 
brought about by incapable politicians and legislators 
working out their own crude and ign,orant schemes, which 
were not adapted to promote the greatest; prosperity or the 
happiness of all·classes equally in the community. It is 
only by the investigations, and carefully obtained 
tions from all sources impartially that true kno·wledge can 
be obtained of what is best for the interests of all classes 
of each after taking into account its peculiar 
circl;tmstances and environment.. The Anthropologica 1 

Society· can collect this knowledge, and the journal will 
make it known. 

As a ready means of intercommunication between the 
different nations of the earth, the correspondence columns 
of this journal· will serve to bring into touch with each 
other all -the peoples among whom the journal will circulate. 
All letters- in foreign lariguages will be translated into 
English, that all our readers may understand them. 

Any important discoveries in the foreign societiePJ or 
in_ their public.ations, will be translated and published in 
this journal each month. A series of consecutive articles 
will be hereafter inserted to inform our readers, 
the members of the Societe', and the lfeneral public 

who have not kept themselves up to the level of the latest 
advancements in the branches of anthropology o/S to what 
are the best and last pronouncements, the or the 
best proved facts which go into the the conditions, 
and the general histories of all the races or the kinds of men, 
from their first appearance to the present time, so as to 
remove and conect former mistakes and erroneous 
tions which are to be found in publications of former 
times. 

The truths as to ancient races of men in A ustrala;;;:ia 
wilt be presented to readers of this journat here, aud to 
European and American scientists to remove the errors 
and misapprehensions they have held upon these Aus-
tralian peoples, Or their doings. 

A certain space in each issue will be devoted to 
questions from correspondents for information upon 
anthropologic suOjects; and short answers to these will be 
furnished by those who are experts, so that all :may obtain 
reliable information upon what they may wish to know on 
Ethnology, I_.iinguisticS, and other branches. 

The size of this journal will ,be increased in its number 
of pages from time to time, as our arrangements 
sively advance for dealing with larger quantities of 
materials, and for publishing communications from many 
diverse nations and individuals in numerous languages 
which require much space and trouble to properly present 
to the readers. 

All who know any' of the customs, t'ites, ceremonies, 
mythology, traditiOns, dialects, songs; and all 
else relatinG' to any of the races or peoples in Australia, or 
in any of the islands, are invited to send them for use in 
this journal ; no matter how rough the notes of this kind 
may be, ·we shall find a way to present them to the readers 
so that they will understand them. .Any message sticks 
with their meanings will be welcomed Any photographs 
of natives or- their works will be usefuL \Ve hope that 
everyone will purchase and read the journal, and make _it 
known to their friends, that they also may subscribe to It. 
That all may assist to help on the work of obtaining 
and making known wh,tt so many throughout the world 
will be glad to learn. 

---·--- ---+-----·-----

TijE Of BLACI(S. 
HE thorough investigation into the facts concerning 

the various tribes of blacks in Australia furnishes so 
-- many interesting particulars that ha,ve not yet been 

made known to. t-he }}thnologists of other countries who 
are proved by their writings to know so little about them 
that all kinds of ridiculous statements and assertions 
are promulgated and believe<:! concerning them. 

It rests, therefore, with the anthropologists. studying 
the blacks in this continent, and the neighbouring islands 
to furnish these particular facts required to reveal wh.at is 
certain about or ooncernmg these people. Before, how:. 
ever, dealing with the particular circumstances of these 
black's tribes of the present tirrie, it will, that they may be 
properly studied and understood, be necessary to go back 
to earlier times, and learn what is known about the then 
condition of such black people} and as much of their 
vriO'ins and histories as are· obtainable. Most anthro-

in each o£ the continents, now recognise four 
primitive races of blacks, that have existed more and less 
pure; or have been represented in their mixed descendants} 
from remote times since they came existence, 
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or dwarf blacks, such as the 
(( Ak-kas" of .Africa, and the Andaman, 
a-nd Philipinnes'and other is1anders of· Asia. 

T4e Pipd.as, who are of harEh 
haired1 very long narrow heads, peaked 
;noses, now found from India to the New 

.. . 
__ woolly ha:ired, thick lipped, fiat-nosed 

'-llBgroes of Western Africa, >vhere uncrossed 
with other races. 

4th .. Th6 primitive Dravidians of the hllls and 
forests of India, where uncrossed with other 
races. 

have in most countries been so crossed and mixed 
races that they are unrecognisable except to 

but where found most pure they are distinct in 
features, and peculiarities, as hereafter 

b:f the measurements and the descriptions of them. 
four black races have been traced by historical 
and hy the finding of their bones and other 

by their n·atural history relations, until they .. in· very itucient times, in places round the ocean. Further studies have revealed 
centre of origin, and from whence they passed 

aro:Und the Indian ocean, was upon some of that.sin:!e then have beeil sUbmerged under this 
the, .remains of which former lands ha\.·e been 

sUrveys, and which had also been 
formerly exist by the facts of natural history, 

centres 6£ origin, and distribution, of the In-
the Lemurs, the .Monkeys, the Baboons, 

Chimpanzee; Gorilla, and the Anthropoids 
all of which had likewise their origins, on these 

but former dry lands, upon the region of 
now the Indian ocean. In the Miocene, and 

.P·Jio•oeilC, portions of the Tertiary period, a large cont,inent 
this region, then gradually sinking until only 

were 'left above the-water, the various Genera, 
order of Primates developed upon these, and from 
spread over what dry land connections remained to 

Y;?D J'lfrica and Asia, still sinking slowly, until in the present 
that remains above water of this former great continent 

few groups of small islands; these, however, stil1 the remn-ants of the earlier fauna and flora. Over 
dry land· connections, from this former con-

to what is now Africa and Asia, the plants and 
which were developed or came into exiatence in 

submerged land, their original homes, >vhen the 

Apes, as well as the ancestors of the primitive had come into existence ; not as some have 
each other, for the men did not descend 

apes; any one who knows the- anatomy of these 
,,--"'''" is well able to_ prove that they have been developed 

different lines, the apes for a life among trees, 
going erect in the open country. From the 

named slowly sinking lands, both the men and the 
had passed out into Asia, to Africa, and lnto Europe, 

the l\:'Iiocene, and Pliocene, times, before the dry 
connections were broken up, for the. relics of these 
and of men, have been fonnd in strata of those times 

localities in Europe, Asia, and othel' continents, 
from then until now their representatives more and 
crossed, and otherwise altered,- have struggled on and 

c; exis1oed. 

The Negro and the Negritos, in Africa, still by the side 
of the Gorilla and the Chimpanzee j while the Dravidian, 
with part of the Negritos1 and the Papuan are in Asia 
ahd its islands, together with the orang-otang and the 
other apes. The African blacks, the Negroes,_ and Negri-
toes t-here, we may leave, as they do not concern us in the 
ethnologic elements of the Australasian blacks, who are 
derived from the Asian blacks as can be shown. In the 
times above referred t-o, after the three races of blacks 
above-named had made their way into .Asia and its 
islands, which were then united tO the main land, they 
there fished, hunted, and lived upon the products of tl:le 
chase, and the forest, without agriculture, or domesticated 
animals, and have SP continued to hunt, and exist, through 
the palaeolithic and neolithic ages, up to the present; for 
it must be always remembered that it has been weJl 
established that a black, of himself, while of pure race or 
unless crossed 'vith a higher type or race, or with people 
with a different kind of head and brain from that of the 
blacks, nevee invents any improvements, but remains' the 
same hunter of the stone age type as his ancestors were. 
If taught by a higher race he keeps what he thus ·let)rns 
but does not improve upon it or invent any advance- by 
himself. For alt,hough the children of blacks, up to 18 or 
19 years of age, nppear to learn and advance as fast as any 
other children of different races, after thnt time the 
sutures of the cranium begin to consolidate, and the fore-
part of the brain ceases to develop as it does- in other 
races, and no further mental improvement takes place 
unless under the teaching, the order, or the control of those 
of other races ; but none from inventive ability in the black 
himself, after the age named. Therefore, for these and 
other reasonsf the three black races of Asia and Austra-
lasia are in the same state as they were in the stone ages.1 

unless where they are crossed with the other races of 
browns, yellows, whites, &c. 

After the three above-named races of blacks had 
reached Asia, and ·what are now the Asian islands, they 
continued to exist by hunting, by forest fruits, roots, and 
by fishing, and their movements led them on into 
nesia the Moluccas and on into Australasia; then united by 
dry land connections, .Australia to New Guinea, and to 
Celebes, and what is now a chain of. islands to Lombok; 
but from the gradual sinkings t:.md the volcanic disruptions. 
that part of Australasia has since then assumed the 
aspect of groups of islands scattereCl over a shallow sea, 
although by the Philipinnes, the Pelew, the Ladrone, the 
Caroline, the 1\:Ielanesian, the Moluccan, the Melanesian 
and othe_: a dry land cm;mectioil lasted long enough 
for the N egntos and the Papuans to cross it. Leaving for 
the present, the times and details of the disruptions and 
sinkings as our present object is to deal with the ethnologic 
movements and crossings of the different blacks of Aus-
tralia, The first race that made its way into New Guinea, 
to Australia, to Tasmania, was the Negrito or dwarf 
blacks ; after these had long continued in this region, they 
were followed by the Papuans, who crossing with the 
Negritos they found there a mixed people were produced, 
such as was found in Tasmania, nnd other parts of 
1\-lelanesia. Again after very long time the wild 
Dravidians of the hills and forests of India; and of 
Asonesia, passed -the straits from Bali tt Lom bok in their 
tude vessels; and then found no difficulties that were 
unsurmountable, and as hunters made their way into 

bringing with them their dog, their system of 
matriarchal relationships, their weapons1 and hunting or 



fishing implements, their modes of burial, and many 'othel:-
things. After their arrival itr- Australia, they inter-
married with the mixed or crossed people they found there1 

of the Negrito and Papuan from whom they 
accepted some of -their dia[ects and cu.<jtoms, as of can-
nibalism, infanticide, &c. This third cross did not affect 
the tribes of aU parts of Australia equally, some having 
more of one race, others more of either of the other two 
races-- of blacks above-named. In New Guinea and in 
JYielanesia, the crossed peoples resulting from the inter-
marriages of these three black races have again been 
invad9:d by, and again crossed with the lighter coloured 
Polynesians, the peop:e from this fourth crossing are larger 
and _altogether different from the descendants of the three 
black races alone, ·without this Polynesian crossiug; they 
are also more having learned agriculture, 
pott-ery, and mauy other arts, that the blacks did not of 
themselves possess, and the lahter had no chiefs like the 
system adopted in part, from the Polynesians, who never 
reached AUBtralia in sufficient numbers to affect the 

derived from the three races of blacks above-
named. The thing that has led to so much incorrect 
writing, and which has also led astray so many ethnologists, 
who believed that they bad found "that the blacks of 
Australia_ were homo{5eneous/ that they were • autoch-
thone"s/ that they "were like no other race but their own,11 

"'that, they stood apart by themselves," "that no other 
people resembled them, &c./' all 'this has been caused by 
the non-recognition that they were a composite people 
built up from these three distinct races, and they were 
exactly what could not be otherwise1 but what must be 
found from this crossing of these three races as described, 
and then the long codiltMed intermarriage for so many 
centuries between these crossed people which led to a 
certain amount of superficial uniformity that caused each 
tribe to possess features like those of many other tribes; 
and yet to the careful examination of the specialist these 
blacks were found not to be homogeneous, but were a 
mixed people containing and showing all the features and the 
peculiarities in the various tribes of each of the parental 
three races, mixed and amalgamated together during 
the passing centuries. In the narrative of the voyage of 
H.M.S. "Fly/1 by J. B. Jukes, M. A., he says, "The Aus-
tralian people, in all parts) when see't by UR, were evidently 
of one race (race'is here used in its vague manner), they 
were spare and lank in the hips and thighs a':d in of 

in men and women. The hef:l,ds large, with proJectmg 

Mr. J. B. J ttkes describes the Papuans he saw as foHows :--"The 
Papuans of the islands of Torres' Straits and the S.E. of Nevr Guinea, 
had }wads. which were rather square. the nose aquiline, and broad at 
the b3.se, the nostril;> open, lips thick, J looking faces, large, 
colour of "!kin vades, some deep redthsh brown, others as m N?w 
Guinea a pale frog like yellow (both of. these have been crossed wrth 
other . the hair on their bodies grown in small tufts or pencils 
separated each other, on their heads these tufts of hair are close 
together but each forms a separate curl, stiff like a pipe-like ringlet. 
the whoie like a thrum mop (this: feature o( their hair made the.Malays 
call them mop·heads, viz., Papuan): Amopg J?apt:ans there a,re r:o 
divisions: into ranks, nor any hereditary ch1eftamshrp. They hve m 
small tribes hostile to eac'h other. T[leir canoes are rudely fashionedt 
and unfit td encounter the swell of the open sea. Their agriculture is 
very rude, they have not learned t? cu!tiva!e rice or any oth.er grain, 
nor do they make any cloth. Thmr favounte weapons are bows and 
arrows. Their canoes are single, with an outrigger; the Polyneslans' 
canoes are double. The Solomon Islanders' canoes, although carrying 
50 to 6o men are built of thin planks, are very frail, so that only in 
calm weather' do they venture beyond ten miles from land, they have 
high stems and sterns ; they degem;rate the east till ,at New 
Caledonia -they are only fit for qmet water msrde the The 
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eJ_ehi-pWs; __ hoses 'brdad, __ hair 
often-fine and glossy and in ope:n- _e-nds of evlour, the 
colOur of the Skin varies from da-rk chOcolate brown to 
deep black; the hands and feet are small and ; 
the men's shoulders and chest are broad and mUscular. 

The description of the Todas, a Dravidian tribe of the 
Neilgherry hills, "in India, as given by \-V. T. Hornaday, is 
much like the blacks of Australia. HThey never cultivate 
the soil for food, but beg the food cultivated in their 
neighbourhood by the Badagas. They have managed to 
domesticate- the bu:ifalo- and milk it for their food. They 
manufacture nothing. Their huts are temporary and 
flimsy, made of bamboO frame thatched with grass. 
hair is abundant, wavy, jet black1 coarse1 _thick bushy 
beards; their bodies are very hairy, their skins are 
h 1ackish-browp;, full cheeks, massive che_ek bones, low forf?-
heads ; they are 1uuscular and erect ; their lips are full\ 
The w-omen are six inches shorter than the men, and not !;to 
good looking; neither men nor women wear a.ny covering 
on their heads. Their one garment is a sheet of c_oarse 
cotton cloth t-hrown over the left shoulder in the men, 
leaving the right arm bare, the women wear theirS;_Over 
both shoulders. They used to kill their female children 
until stopped by the- Government, and then several 
brothers had one wife among them. They wander about 
from one locality to another as feed for the buffaloes gets 
fed off. They abhor manual labour. They have to-creep 
into their huts on "all-fours,11 the roof of thatch reaches tO 
the ground/' The above description of the Tod,as, a tribe of 
Dravidians, corresponds in many padiculars to descrip-. 
tions of the blacks of \v-ho are also from the 
Dravidians as one of the races of their admixture. The 
only particular in which the Todas differ from _the Austra-. 
lian blacks is in the Todas keeping buffaloes, but it is to be 
remembered that when the Dravidian immigrants reached 
Australia there were no buffaloes there for them to milk, 
but in their single garment they substituted the skins of 
opossums for the cottOn no longer procurable, and on their 
huts they •mbstituted the boughs of trees for the bamboo 
and grass thatch of In infanticide nf female 
children, and po' yandry of the women, that remained, 
they continued the same in Australia as in India. Their 
rejection of manual labour is also in both countries the 
same, and in their obstinate rejection of the cultivation of 
the land for food they are in both places alike. In 
roaming about from place to place they also resemble each 
other, but while in A.ustralia they are harmless_ only, and 

people of Eromanga and Tanna have no canoes whatever. The 
Papuans carve in various pafterns. ·with these we ,may compare the 
Negritos of Mallicol!os. They are small nimble people, black, 
slender, ill-favoured, thin skulls ; are, from the root of the nose more 
depressed backwards than any other race Seen ; their women are ugly 
and deformed. The hair of these people are woolly and frizzled, their 
skins are sootty -black. The face and the cheek bones are broad, .their 
limbs are slender. Several of these people were -very hairy all over 
their bodies and their backs; this was also so in: Tanna and in New 
Caledonia." From the crossing of such peoples as the two above-
named, Negritos and Papuans, came the Tasmanians, and any one 
who remembers these islanders' appearance before they became 
extinct will perceive how these two kinds of appearances were blended 
or amalgamated in the Tasmanians, and when to such as these in 
Australia came the third race, the Dravidians, and again crossed \\.ith 
them, there resulted the Au,.tralian blacks with the difference 
able in them. The Negdtos, and more t:speciaHy the Papuans as 
above described, had received- crossings with the Poiynesians as they 
passed through or stopped upon their island, thus accounting for their 
lighter colours, and the agriculture and other arts they had learne'd 
from these Polynesians which the pure Papuans did not possess. We 
must however defer further thereon-for the present. 
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rr•M•• '·''"u secure by their buntings. In India 

and milk the buffaloes, 
and thu'S have abandoned the 
so much do they appreciate the 

Of hunting that they have made 
>!lil\il•ll)d)k;"mah and the phces of milking. 

submergence of the lands between the Great Barrier· Reef 
and the present coast line is contained in tradit-ions 
to widely-separated tribes whose dialects and all else are 
very different, and it is spoken of as the influx of flood 
waters from the sea, and the escape of two women and men, 
who afterwards became the ancestors of- cetain tribes of 
these is ,extensively taught to successive 
generatiOns of untmtes. 'Ihe recollection of the comina of 
five separate parties of immigrants to different parts otthe 
northern coasts, from west to east is also interesting and 

ANTHROPOGENY AND THE 
COMING TO AUSTRALIA. 

the works, or writers, dealinO' with the 
of Australia, it is stated, that Ihese tribes 

no legends, or traditions, of their olden times 
previous histories, and that they were in such 

is worthy of being further followed 'up. 1 

In. Dawson's Aborigines '1 he says: The 
A?'strahans caH the stars by the names of animals and 
w1th to these. Gnee-an-gar was an ancient 
AustrahaJ?- Queen that one of the Crow (totems) fell in love 

She had six attendants. After the queen -was 
earned off they and after .their deaths their spirits 

to t_he SIX pJemdes. Th1s legend, with small 
varmtiOns, IS told both in \Vestern and Southern 

and these tribes call the milky-way the Big 
River, and some of them call the dark space their Bunyip. 
The! call the planet Venus the Mother of the Sun, and 

of bar-barism, that they troubled themselves no 
the brutes did, about their past times, ·that 

hunt and eat, they took no trouble; but all this 
proved to be ·wrong, and utterly untrue, by the 

we are gathering together from the tribal wise· 
elders acquainted with their traditions in the 

of Austru.lia, a_s these articles will hereafter 
as we _successively insett there'in, the facts from the several tribes by our correspondents 

having obtained the confidence of the elders who 
!!il;····•0i>'.>;;,•the. custodians:, -of the tribal traditions, &c.t have heard 

their lips, what is then sent to us, and which •ve 
lay before our readerS· in successive articles upon these 

Mr. Ruddt:W _, writes : Two of the oldest about 70 or 80 years of age, of -the district 
give me no information in the presence of 
but after, taking me away alone with them-

they first ceremoniously made a fire before they 
answer m;v questions about their god, and also 

where the first blacks came from, then they said: "At 
there was a great flood of water which came over 

land and covered it all in the eastward, and the 
>'fit''·> •''•>.•. ascend to the higher and unflooded lands 

-: __ _,_; m the eastern coasts, and when the hio-hest 
flood$ passed off to the eastward, and when° the 

and creeks had become as at present, certain blacks 
> ·'""ne an .. d occupied the unftooded easterly lands, having 

driven by the floods from the covered, or submerged 
still further to the east, and from then the 

remained there, 1 They said there was another account 
ancestors-" A woman from the east and 

''.roman from the west had become the wives of 
and the Owl (the cJan-totens of these men); a 

caused the dear,h o£ one of these womeu, and the 
was the of most of the blacks of this cou,ntry." 

Mr. Gribble, of the Yarrabah Mission Station of 
Queensland, received the followino< ]eo-mid from the 

U'l"XTh t • h b b :-_. vv a IS nowt e Great Barrier Reef was before 
great flood the coast line. The flood came in froin the 
and covered all the land except a -hill in the south. 
natives with their wives escaped to the top of this 

-1 and were the only natives of the flooded country left 
1''>/>c•a!ive. The bhcks also have a tradition. "That the very 

Jupiter, say, stikes the sun. Sirius is the Eagle, 
Canopus 1s the Crow, Antares is- "Big Stomach." The 
three stars in Orion's Belt are the Three Sisters of the 
Eagle. 1\.fu-ura-up is .an evil spirit, and Jives in a place 
called Um-me-kul-leen.. W_u-ul-on. is anything belonging to 
any black of Austraha with wh1ch another can bewitch 
him or perform sorcery. The hand is a symbol of power. 
F. T. Elworthy says : It is a protective amulet in 
Egyptian and in Etruscan tombs. There are open and 

hands both left and right, with different mean-
mgs. One such hand on the keystone of the arch over the 
great gate of the Alhambra in S. Spain. It was there 
used as a talisman against the evil eye. In America the 
open extended hand is made on the robes of chiefs to ward 
off the evil eye. In many parts of Australia the natives 

red hands, marked on rocks, caves, rock shelves, and 
s1m1lar places. It is with them, aA with Indian, and with 
many other ancient people, a talisman to ward off 

or to mark the power of the sorcerer. In 
the parts where he marked it the aborio-ines made it in t'wo 
n:an?ers of it on the rocks, &c.- one by 
dippmg the hand m red dye and pressing it. upon the 
surfa0e to marked ; the other mode was to place the 
hand on a hght-coloured surface and to blow from the 
mouth the staining dye which then stenciled, the outlines of 
the fingers. The Dravidians from India broucrht this idea 
from India when they came, and the wild there still 
use same. custom. It i<; a very old custom in India, 
where It was mtroduced by the Kush tribes; and there and 
?verywhere else where these ancient people went, or 
Imparted to other ·people their customs there the sign of 
the red hand is found : in Africa Asia and 
A . ' ' ' mer10a; the Australian blacks being o11ly one of 

the- blacks' ancestors in Australia came to this 
canoes at intervals, and (they say) five 

i:i_' canoes of natives came to these coasts at different 
From another correspondent is a tradition which 

:-HThe first blacks came here from the lands of the 

numerous people who have used this si o-n for thousands of 
years. Among the cliff dwellers of times in the 
deep river canyons, and on the Pueblo dwellers' stone 
hou_se the reJ. hand is found in both ways, either stenciled 
or lmpre_ssed on their walls, and as in Australia connected 
with the sorcerer's doings. f ' 

?cwecst. _Rev. Gribble say the Goon-gan-je blacks of the 
near lum know of New Guinea and call it 

It will be seen from the that the 

·o·----
. J. Halevy is making. of the Phcenician 
mscriptwns found at Lapithos, in Kypros ; one is to the 
god Melkart-Poseidon, on behalf of a man.then 102 years 
of age. 
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ANCIENT TECHNOLOGY. 
is that portion of Anthropological 

Science which treats upon the Arts, and whwh deals 
with the things men have made, and the work they 

have done ; from the earlier rude effortH until the latest 
achievements of their skilL 

As
1 

however, this would be far too wide a subject for 
general readers to feel an interest in, it is divided into a 
nUmber of its diverse Sections and sub-sectioris, for each to 
be examined separately for the purpose of dealing 
thereWith. The two main divisions of this subject are 
into p-re-historic and historic Technology1 or, in_ other 
wordsr those arts acquired and used by men before and after 
history was written. It is to the arts employed before 
history that we now wish to bestow attention upon. 
These pre-historic arts have again to be separated for their 
better investigation and study into the following :-

1st. The manufacture and use of stone and other tools 
and weapons ; also, the making of these from bone1 horn, 
and wood. 

The of materials and then making 
the implements connected with fishing, hunting and fowling, 
in the e(l.rly times and places. 

3rd. The- making of clothing from the skins of 
animals, ancl preparing these skins for use. 

4th. The making of ornaments of many kinds. 
5-th. The painting, marking, staining, and carving 

their belcinf:,rings ; also, upon their bodies for ornament or 
family and tribal marKs. 

6th. The making of huts, or -improving of caves and 
rock shelt-ers, the erection of pile dwdlings and tree 
platforms to dwell on. 

7th. The setting up of monoliths, or rude stone 
structures. 

8th. The building of tumuli, t-ombs, mounds. 
9th. T-he making and using of rafts, canoes, and 

other rude vessels; the modes of navigation connected 
the-rewith. 

10th. The practicing of a rude agriculture by forest 
rice sowing in mud; root growing, collecting 

wild rOots and fruits. 
llth. The''domestication of the dog for hunting, and 

the goat, sheep, ox, and other animals for food. 
12th. The building of rude forts of wood, earth, ot 

stone, as they differ in several countries and districts, and 
in different kinds. 

There are others; but these arts will for the present 
suffice for each of these must be studied in the times of 
the the Quaternary, and the present geologic 
periods when the people then living used of, 
the Tertiary, known as an<;l called thd ' 1 

.. ohthiC, because 
these earliest rude stone implements were of roughly 
splintered and chipped stones, were then made and used 
for- hammers, axes, scrapers, or strikers and knive_s, or to help 
in making fires. Those of the Quaternary periOd show an 
evident improvement upon the earlier and less carefuJly 
made stone tools and weapons, and _are recognised and 
named "Palooolithic n implements. Those made during the 
several succeeding ages of the Quaternary are distinguished, 
not only by their different forms, but also by the care 
skill with which they were chipped and adapted to their 
several purposes. From places in France, where they 

were found, they have been named and called, and also as 
distinguishing them for their different shapes and mode of 
manufacture, for it has since been observed that -others 
found itl countries distant frOm France had the 
same shape1 even when made or formed in other landst 
showing, as many believe, that either the same race made 
them, or that others had learned the art of making them 
the same from the people who originally invented these 
forms and learned how to so chip them :-

1st. The Ohelian form, which was the earliest made in 
the Quaternary, and is found with the oldest men_ and 
animals o£ that time. 

2nd. The 1\-fousterian; which was an improved furmj 
but still belonged to very ancient 'men as proved hy the 
positions when found. 

3rd. The earliest Solutrian, which shows a different 
mode of chipping, and is a clea-r advance upon earlier 
forms. 

4th. The later- Solutrian, although of the same shape 
as the preceding, it is much more carefully chipped, and a 
great time elapsed between these. 

5th, The Th-Iadelainea-n is of still another- form, and 
was made and used by a later and different people. 

Of these several forms they so long endured that they 
spread widely over the world, and are found in places as 
far apart as India and Algiers, and from Scandinavia, to 
Gibralta, showing not only how long were made in 
these forms and shapes, but they _were also imitated in 
different kinds of stone in the different localities. In 
strata of the same geologic ages} _either the same or very 
similar forms are foui:td, associated with the bones of the 
animals then and there living, but since extinct in France 
and other parts of Europe; the whole series have been 
found or lying in the deposits over each 
Other, the oldest forms being always found the lowest. It 
was also thus proved that the different races of men who 
made these shapes or forms of stone implements had in 
those places sUcceeded each other, and had adopted or 
made in succession these different forms of Palreolithic 
implements or weapons. These Palreolithic weapons and 
tools are separated by a very wide interval, both of time 
and manufacture, from what are called the Neolithic tools 
and weapons, for while the Palreolithic implements were 
the works of men living in the Quaternary period, the 
Neolithic were made by men of the recent period, and 
while the former were always made by chipping the latter 
were often made by rubbing, grinding, or- polishing before 
being finished. We need non in this pla-ce raise the 
questions which have been so much discussed a8 to 
whether, at the end of the Quaternary period, the 
olithic men gradually passed into the recent period, and 
became the makers of N eo lithic tools a-nd weaponS; 
Probably in some regions they might, and in others they 
certainly did not, for no evidence is forthcoming; but a 
great blank, without men's remains or their toolsj is found 
to exist-when the Palreolithic men had passed awayt and 
the Neolithic man had not then arrived. What is very 

and comes out Clearly is that the Neolithic men 
had quite distinct arts and modes of life to any tha-t 
Palreotithic men knew anything of, although even 
Neolitbic men where they were earliest found, --were as 
barbarous as the blacks of Australia and 
although they gradually learned how to tame or 
domesticate_the ox, sheep, goat, horse,_ and dog, whicfl none 

been able to accomplish; man learned how to build 
corn and' other plants, to .. &c., continuing to add ':? use of cOpper, brOnze, or-

more comforts than his 
dreamt or thought of, 

practice. 

of anthropology we hope to place 
readers in Australia, and to put on 

in this journal, for the scholars of the world 
may be studying the modes of speech in this 

or the various dialects and languages once 
blacks of the different tribes in Australia, 

tribal speeches; they will have been care-
by those who were'best able to obta,in them 

and as they are habitually used by- the several 
occupying districts ·in the various parts of this 

' With a view to preventing mistakes, 
''''"'" ••o in the past times have been made by those collec-

blackrs words, and in giving their equivalents in 
have been so prepared, and forwarded to the co lectors residing among the tribes, 

the words following in sequence on the lists should 
each other, and so that it would not be possible, as 

attempts, to get the native words improperly 
the me;anings they had in English incorrect, or 

a manner very different to that in which they 
or used by the blacks themselves; as an 

of what is meant such terms as water, river, lake1 .\l''i.':•c•••;••,,,,.,a ,w,cmn. rain and similar things, could not be mistaken 
error for ea-ch other by the black and so put 

by the collector, but each word would have to be dis-

understood, and as the blacks used them, them aJld gave them clearly. It has also been 
for that the lists should he placed in the 

who had either a perfect knowledge of the 
dlia.lect of the tribe whose words they would write down, or 

I Xi &:.:•·· .• •• .. a long acquaintance with the heads, or the elders 
tribe, that they could secure the words correctly and 

and to test these by enquiries made other members of the tribe. Thus it is, that it 
found in these vocabularies, or specimens of the 

dialects, that they not only give the exact pronuncia-
ofthe words, as they sound in one branch of the tribe, 
where separated 'by distance, or by time and -which 
led to changtJ, or produced any variation, any such 

have been taken down phonetically, as will be 
different lists separate or vocabularies. The 

hereafter be of service in studying how the 
'\?! change, and pass into different forms, and 

tribal tongues; and further, as it will be found 
thes-e dialects, as now, and in earlier times, spoken, 
been deriyed from. and are in relationship with three 

languages, viz., the N egrito, the Papuan, and the 
; and are thus variously connected with the 

seve1ca1 Melanesian forms of speech, where these are not too 
altered,_ by the admixtures of the lVI.alays, and the 

; the varieties of these tribal vocabularies in 
phonetic and other renderings will aid to comprehend 
ca-reful examination a-nd comparison the changes that 

;;{\;.:.,l)•ave been mader and others that are still going on, a.nd 
1>1.so e:;\hibi,t ho-w those dia,.lects that ___ formerly existed 

9 

in these mixed people, were derived_ from the earlier immi-
grant blacks into Australia. It will not be our purpose to 
critically, Study or examine any of these tribal tongues 
until there are a large number of their vocabularies placed 
before our readers so that the mass of such specimens will 
be sufficient to deal with philologically, and satisfactorily, 
which would not be so until many tribal lists of words and 
their meanings were placed before the readers, who then 

themselves could test the arguments and judge of the 
pomts in the examination. Many of those who are so ably 
assisting in this work as collectors, are fully able to 
verse with the blacks in the dialects they forward and they 
have. taken the trouble to verify their lists of words by 
readmg them over to more than one black, and correcting 
any phonetic errors, if such were found to exist by consen-
taneous pronunciation of several blacks. Some of those 
from whom we have received these communications can 
con verse freely in bvo or three distinct dialects instead of 
in the broken English which haS so often been the medium 
of communication between b]acks and whites. These pre-
factory observations will show the importance and value of 
these lists of words collected by experts, and capable 
persons, and which are hereinafter to be given, and it will 
be seen bow reliable and useful they will be to· all those 
gaged in future times in linguistic investigations. The 
collectors of all these dialects, have been a-dvised and re-
que.sted to write them down in the sounds conveyed to 
the1r ears and not to attempt to use any hut the English 
consonants and vowels that they were most accustomed to 
write with; by adopting this course, all the many mistakes 
made by those attempting to employ those vowels, that they 
were not generally using in their writings ; as has so 
frequently been found amongst those who try to write in 
some fancy characters, which they try to believe will better 
represent sounds tha-n those they are most accustomed to 
employ in every day affairs ; than which delusion there is 
nothing more incorrect. Thus,- understanding upon what 
plan these dialects are written down, it will be more easily 
understood bow the blacks pronounced their words, _and 
then to compare them with other dialects and languages; 
any other mode of putting the sounds from the blacks 
tongues, into written cha.ractel'st could only have led to 
mistakes, and to the misleading of those who afterwards 
attempted to deal with them pbilologically. With this ex-
planation it will be certain that the words were taken 
down in the most correct manner possible. 

THE CAUSES OF DEGENERATION .. 

INOE the- publication in a popular form of 1\tlax 
N a-udau's books upon " Degeneration/' and upon the 
close relationship between so"called genius and'mental 

derangement or insanity, a very considerable int-erest has 
been evinced by the public and its writers in these matters, 
and good or harm may result according as they are 
regarded, understood, and at_tended to. As these have been 
matters which many Anthropological experts have paid 
much attention to during this generation, we shall in 
each number of this journal devote a- certain amount 
of space to these subjects, merely dealing with them 
generally, at present. From various causes in the last 
generation and the one previous to thf.t, the struggle for 
different modes of life seized upon all classes in many 
different parts of the world, the competition became 
keener amongst all conditions of persons. Instruction was 

and a partz'al education brought about which 
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unsettled men'"s minds without making them really wiser 
and more competent to judge of affairs generally. The 
effects were seen in political movements, and rash schemes 
were by the politicians propounded, which led in 1848 to 
revolutions and a general state of unrest and turmoil. 
Speculation in trade, commerce, and fanciful enterprises, led 
to gross _losses, and much suffering and distress. The 
writers _of the day propounded strange doctrines, which 
many credited as though they were truths. The critics 
undertook revisions of the- .Jewish Christian Scriptures 
and satisfied themselves, or-pretended to do so, that having 
found how wrong they were that they would make the 
wrong right. The peoples reading these works of the 
critics gave up their religions1 the c1asses becoming 

and the better instructed called themselves 
Agnostics. On the continent of Europe, the half educated 
readers of trashy doctrines, pamphlets, -and papers, became 
agitators, and tried to make -their followers believe that 
Nihilism which was the destruction of law, property,marriage, 

Europe and .America, and continued to get worse as the 
causes of the nervous disorder and weakened health con-
tinued. The children born from such parents were increased 
sufferers, and many of them became victims to hysteria, 
epilepsy, dyspepsia, hypochondria, melancholia, or other 
complaints, all proving a degenerate state of the brain and 
other organs of the body. '\V hen persons so afflicted took 
to writing, there is no wonder to be felt when finding that 
their works were those of diseased and unhealthy mental 
states _would convey the most and mis-
chievous views of the suQjec,t treated of, and of works of 
fiction would be nasty and immoral, and_ would inculcate 
pernicious views of life and the laws of society. 

THE MESSAGE STICKS. 
1\'Iessage Sticks of which pictures are given on 

the opposite page, and which are hereafter described, 
were obtained at different times from about the year 

"ESSAGE STICKS-FRONT VIEW. 
religion, morality, a-nd other worthy things, if it coUld 
be brought about by sufficient murder, arson, and other 

would bring about such a time of terror that they 
might benefit themselves at the expense- of the frugal, 
provident, and industrious. 

The Governments began to build up great war estab-
lishments, and heavily tax their people to maintain great 
standing armies, whiJh were always an incentive to war 
and the encroachments of nations upon their weaker 
neighbours; Strikes and leci to an industrial war 
that drove manufacturers a11d other emptoyers to abandon 
their enterprises or remove them to other countries where 
the industrial strife would no longer prevail. 

From these and numerous other causes too great a 
strain was thrown upon the brain and nervous system, 
and seriously am)ccted the bodily vigour of many of the 
classes of the community in the different countries of 

1870, from a tribe of aborigines inhabiting the country 
watered by the Conner's River, on the eastern coast of 
Queensland, and have been kindly lent to the Anthropo-
logical Society, by Ml'. A. H. Fox, of the Bank of New 
South Wales, Taralgat brother of the gentleman who 
obtained them from the aborigines, and he was one who 
could have given a full translation and explanation of the 
different marking and symbols thereon, had he been alive, 
as it was a subject in which he was greatly interested, 
a.nd he intended writing a treatise thereon. They hive 
been photographed by the Society's honorary photographers, 
Kerry and Oo. The translations given were supplied to 
the secretary of this society by three independent aborin-
gines, who all read them in the same way, although seen at 
different times. 

L This Message Stick was sent by the chief of the 
Conner's river tribe to the chief of the St. Lawrence river 
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his tribe to join in a Coroheree, to 
fctot;sittg Or bridge on theConner's river, and 

St. Lawrence river to gather "''"""ne he -could, as game were very searce 

i& called H Mirjmbah 11 by the , 
!m.poo;ed of a piece of wood cut' round 

leaves cut in half, placed in the 
9¥''"•\•as_shown in the picture), it is placed 

the king1s camp to show that 
.h.o' on a fighting expedition. 

similar Message Stick as No. 2, 
.'--> that the marks cut upon it are very 

the leaves in the top, but is about twice 
is called H Woolilanggara," it is sent by the 
the king, who had sent them on a fighting 

the marks thereon (seven) showing the number 
; on the other side, as shown in the second 
be seen the number of (eight) ma-rks that 

Barwon River, and who used to work on my father's 
station, is reported to have so punished nine o£ his tribe 
for having disobeyed certain of the tribal laws. While 
working for my father, a mesRenger, on two occasions, 
came to- him with' a Message Stick, when he told me he 
w<tnted to go a-way for a week or two1 as the case might be-, 
to punish some one; I well remember on one occasion his 
coming back, and telling me that an aboriginal had taken 
away another man's wife, and that he was sent for to 
punish him. After being away about a week he returned and 
told me that he had so punished the culprit that he bad 
nearly turned him into a dead man. I made enquiries on 
the station on which the culprit resided, and found that 
he had almost killed the man, and that he had taken the 
woman from him, aud returned her to her rightful owner. 

5. This :Message Stick is called a Tul'abulga,n and is 
cut out of wood, certain marks being cut on the side, it has 
a slit in the top in which small pieces of leaves are fastened. 
!t is placed in a tree or stump known to friends, to warn 

MESSAGE STICKS-BACK VIEW. 
show who are to be killed, after which, they were to return 
to the camp. 

.4 .. This Message Stick is called by the Shoalhaven 
Whooma/' and consists of a piece of square 

wood cut with nobs on each end, marks are cut on each 
side and down the edges. The aborigines at first showed 
great. fear wh?n they this, and would not at first give 
r<,fu.srinrtfl!vrmatwn about 1t, one of them going away and 

, t-o speak to or have anything to do with me. 
a good_ deal of persuasion, and after explaining what 

the mformat10n was required for, I was informed that this 
a -" Whooma,:' or what we call an order to kill some 

When any of the tribe has committed a crime 
pu.nio!hab.le by death, t?is Stick is obtained from the priest 

m charge of 1t) and is given to a warrior who is 
off to punish the offender. One of the warriors of the 

•.15..antilt:oi a Combo, who still resides on or about the 

them that the camp has been de':lerted by the tribe on ac-
count of the approach of enemies, and it informs friends that 
similar 1-ticks with leaves in, to conceal them, have been 
placed in the ground, with poisoned bones sticking Up, just , 
above the ground, so that the enemies arrive they will 
tread on them, and are porsoned. The poison of the snake 
is often used for this purpose. 

6. This stick is called '' :Thrlooddimah " and is made of a 
round piece of wood: with certain marks cut thereon, and 
represent the marks cut in the tree, in the tail or end of a 
Bora Ground. t 

7. This is a :Message Stick which is called "Moodie '1 

it is made of a small thin flat piece of white wood1 cut -in 
the shape of an oval with certain marks cut on it also all 
round it, it is sent by the king of one tribe, by tl;e hands 
of a messenger, to the king of another tribe to hold a Bora. 



BYG,£1. 
Eri<tLLSJ! DLILEOT' 

Water 
River 
&a 
Lake 
Rain 
Swamp 
Fire 
LigMnittg 
Heat 
To burn 
Sun 
Light 
Moon 
Star 
Dawn 
To shine 
IJay 
Night 
Head 
Hair of head 
Hafr of beard 
Byes 
Nose 
.11foutk 
Bar 
Faw 
Skin 
Neak 
Skcruliter 
Bhek 
Chest 
Arm 

Hand 
Fmgers 
.Tkigk 
Leg 
Foot 
Ankle 

]J{an 
Woman 
Bey 
Girl 
One 
Two 
Three 
Four 
Five 
I and my 
Mine 
We two 
We 
Our 
Tls 
He 
8/w 
Him. 
You 
Na y, 

DIALECT OJ? TRIBE 
0R01'DON- STATION; 

QUEENSLAND, 

Como 
Bulbura 
Cirrhara 

1 Otto 
IComo 
. \Vornbat 

Burre 

1

1 Cauniuu 
Bung a 
Cundola 
Cum 
Cullabung 
Cacuna 
Buto 
Bilgabung 

Etcheler 
,Guna 

[ Cutta 

IUnga 
Tilli 

IOthar 
_ Dunga 

I Wallo 
Wothar I Nunierar 

'Mano !
1 
Warcool 
Bithil 
Wamma 
Waicool 
Mulla 
MuUa 
Ungura·MuUa 
Thtma 
'tomo 
Dena 
Bamugul 

Meculo 
Kio 
Condo 
Kio 
\Varpur 
Bullaro 
Carging 
Ungue 

Jejar 
Oyar 
Aulmau-une 

Archu 
Hepulung 
Hinthulto 

Hind a 

EN<>LISJl EllUlVA- t BY F. N. B. 
LE:.<TB DIAL!ilC1', 

I BYE, F. R., BY J'.M,, DIALECT 
OF TRlBH NE:Aa WooRA:OGERY 
ORA.RA Rr'VER, ,l Tnm:m. 

J.Vo 
Kna w I Colleen YM 

l Oomderi Todrink-.W •• IP1,,hl Wkite ! Kerkal Rrd 

I Geerbnnga Blaelu 
Kooloun Wollong Spotted 

i \Varrah GTey 
VVarghi Wongee or \Veen IJmofv 
Mularguha Mik·kee ; Skining 
Buckheen Leaf 

Red-Girry-Girry Br«ken 
Knian 

:Keedan 
Windoh 

! Charlimerit 
GOolmoolgin 
Khieva 
Khoomera 
Kadie 
Mark a 
Kuombee 
Megal 
Jingham 
Deltyne 
Knarlgan 
Worhau 
Koolarm 
\Voonha 
Eoo':oun 
Jeeba 
Muga 
Charlbra 
Charm bye 
Mnnne 
Munne 
Darha 
Knarhe 
Gesna 
Joocon 

Chyne-boro 
1 Bur·in-yan 

Keeperoin 
Kar-moo 
Karawon 
Boolary 
Horrnarga 
Magulbun 
Chum bar rine 

Yerai ·Bark 
Poomlewah ' Gum tree 
Cu:ppador Silver-leaf bo,r 

Oak tree 

Bollong 

Mill 
Merootha 
Yabba 
Woot-tha 

1\lerrolah 

Murra 

Scrub tea tree 
Forest oak 
Blood wood 
Wild willow 
Lignum Vitm 
Glematis iJt fruit 
Leopard wood tree 
White uJOod tr. e 
Beef wood tree 

Young woman 
Old-woma-n 
Big toe and tlwmb 
Jhrs and fingers 

1 Finger a,nd toe 
·Skin 

Hair on- body 
Male 
Female 
Jrfothm· 
Father 

Mundoy Elder sister 
J eenong Younger sister 
Jeenong · '" brother 

strong Y rrunger brother 
the name Baby 
tribe Wife or h1u;ban:d 

Mian lJeaf 

Boori 
Beelarjeroo 
Oonbi 
Bulla 

Athoo 

Blind 
To breathe 
A uhirlwind 
A star 
EMI 
JP" est 
North and 
IJawn 
There 

I Up 
Standing ttp 
Lfiinj; down 
ll stump 

[ Cammel 
;Yo 
j Bullar 
1 Carra-Carrar 

Blury 
l\{unte-Munty 
Terar 
Nooroo 
Guillarry 
Curtil 
Bucar,cunny 

f Gu under 
i Jarran 

Bibble 
Cooboo and Belar 
\Virrail 
Niangallar 
Bunnerie 
Car wee 
Bunnery 
Guifrau 
Buculla 
Birrah 

Burrie 
Maie-maie 
Mullegan 
Yam bully 
Gunnejebar 
Bumbical 
Ulloo 
Ullie 
Durren 
Mundeah 
Gunejart 
Guurnbah 
BOyjart and' Pinaool 

! Po.var 
'! Pr_aine and Pramaie 

Tiarthey 
Callemy 

, Cirracar Kingall I Gautithe 
1\Ioogoo Binner 
Moogar Mill 
Bullwurra 
Boobe 
Nurree 
Nurrebar 
Gundah 
Gunrree 
Nuddar 
Uirree 
Nurrebah 
Wuddler 
Weeler 
Nutbil 

A black hollow stump 
. Bees 

NutUarl 
Cunney 
Warrel 
Diunorh 
Niarh-guaby Enoo 

Woori 
Aaryamah 

i Honet; 
Bee bread 
I said 
I hear 
I 
I see 
Pick up 
To c-ut it 
Smoke 
Sp01·ts 
Flame 
To makefiTe 
To put out fire 
To burn 
War111> 
Cold 

' Winangundind-neah 
\Vinne-neah 
Omilme-neah 
Chairmully 
Curralla 
Doo 
Deddilin 
Burrian 
Wee-wee-rriullar 
VVee BoiJimbilla 
Cuttawauna 
Balate 
Curriel 

E::<:t.<LISU: 
LK!{'fS 

Rough 
l'o warm 
To heat 
To pu,t in wate-r 
To make soft 
To make hard 
To 1fwke shmp 
To mak blunt 
To sharpen 
;.You•, at onee 
Ajler a tima 
Soon 
Blood 
B lcu:lc snake 
JJeaf-·adder 
Cmpd make 
Igi.ail.a 
Anotkm· Iguanff 

' House Lizard 
·Jew Litarrl 
Scorpion 
Centipede 
i'.:pider 
Hornet 
Flies 
Rost< breasteJ cooatoo 
WAite Cooatoo 
Pla,i,ns Turkey 
Scrub 1'urkrJ_I/ 
JriYtiJ 

Opossum 
Kangaroo 
Wallaby 
Paddy melon 

J(,.ngaroa 'rat 
Bronze Whig pigeon 
Plain pigeon 
1''vpetlas pigeon 
Wood duck 
Black d-uck 
Rtdduek 
Teal 
SmaU ditwr 
Black shag 
Wlnte crested diver 
Long beaked diver 
Blaak 
Pelican 
Black awl white goose 
Ibis 
Eagle loawk 
White spotted eagle 

hawk 
Emu-
Emtt eggs 
Young emu 

1 Any kind of eggs 
.Wusk duck 
Whistling dw;k 

ENGL!S!I EQtrlVA• 

Guoy 
Nurri 
Mu.ndthool 
Jebbah 
Urendearly 
Doolee 
Wallabarl 
Turree 
DuUer 
Kean 
Curraa 
Goyer 
Bom:ooloo 
Gillah 
Merah-murrie 
Burrawa 
\Verealar 
VVanoo 
Mingar 
l\fntty 
Bundah 
\Vangy 
Minderey 
M urrawerrah 
Ginnart 
Tutrinar 
Cally Mubla 
Guaelowel 
Gunumby · 
Curringa 
Woolaloo 
Boga 
Derobon 
Butt her 
Birree Bullar 
Winker-eriamal 
Parrimul 
Cooleahley 
Dosert-talmo 
Uncite 
Mullian 

Dinoun 
Uringah 
Putga 
Cowe 
Berralla 
Dibbina 

1'htmder or sound Tumberutnbah 
Snow or fYast Goonima 
Count1·y or district Pimble 
Ground or earth Thugoon 
Stone Gibber 
Ct·eelc Billabong 
Cold Bollathie and 
Kill Pulga and 

I White box tree Berry 
Red box t1'ee Bergan 

ENOLI!';:tr f:Qtrli'"A-
L"EN'-fS, 

Mut.WO.ON DIALI.:c'l' l MlNtnN DIALEC'l' 

i Now-ab-ah 
To ste To baue Uing·ab-ah 
TO-fool · Goonthi-wondool Uip-g-jin-dur-wad 
To Myaa gin-ab 
To know No word Midjil-murah ! 1'o walk H'r'dgi Yab·oo 

1 To run Bangaree 
f To speak Mai·ai Wadgee 

To die Jur beyoo 
To titNJ Niurne. . . Bray·gin-yah 
To go away Jah·oh·yon 
Ta come here CabaJJO ! Gnad-jah 

1 To make I 
To r;ive On-ab·ah 
To take Cow-ab-ah 
To hold I Ning-ab-ah 
To let him go Yerlie-an·gib-ah 
Good Goro ! Booroogah 
Bad Doondoori I Doorgah 
Any Wan-din·ee 
Many 1! Wamburah 
Some Jeling-ah ! Owing·ah 
Same t Jour-nel-ing-ah 
DaWn Mun-d'thun-yee 
Star I Unar-a-nah 

Wangerang i Cattle Gourdi Bringah 
Burrumah i Rtd cattle Urdi-gurdi ! 

j Black cattle . ·I' 
Weejelah i - ··----
Binjee and Boorbun I ENGusn EQnvA- ! BY Ih:v Mn. Gnrnm.:d 
Yerong I YARRABAHSTATro:-. i 
Berg<>n u:wrs. 1Rn1AL DIALRIJ'l' ovl 
Thowan i Goo_•-_o_AN-.TE. 

Murkah Them, theirs B&m·an ! 
Jeereel: I-Iim, he, his Un·jfin . 
Metong That Iun·ga-tot 
Woori-metong T-his In:ga-roi 
Mookeen Wkiclt \Von·J·o-roi 
Burrabari Everyone Un·je 
Woori-burrabari Sleep VVurumba , 
Murrarnhung I am MW goi-ng ! Wurumba · gnaiu J 
Nerangi sleep wonungulla I 
Poopajole Come down i Woohmgon 
Cub born ==----1 Lw down i W ahmgo ; 

BY REv. 1\:!R, GmBBLE 
YAR.IU.BAI! STATION' 

'l'RIBAL DIALECT O"F 
GooN·(MN-JE 

Yahbine·humah 
Kunn.egirrago 
Murkil 
Boonjong 
Binnah 
\Voolgnn 
Cudjee , 
Goolbool, Da!oo 
Gnumboo 
Doogalin 
Kanungari 
Uurgah 
Ragul 
Bidee 
Roi 
Warrama1 Goon-

boo, Wool-
moon, Cuma 

Gnai-u 
Gniid·jin 
Gnun,.doo 
GnUa·nin 
GnUn-jin 

I go now away I Kalinulla I 
1

1 I kit you Gnain -
; bOOOJOng 

, He hit me I' inju boonjongl 
Canoe and boat Ba-Jee 
Here Ingoo I 
A rock W olba i 
Wher·e and wkicli, W onga I 
Road, tmck Garboi 
A fisMng line Comi ! 
A fl:sh.ing t•od Churpi ,, 
Wood Dundoo 
I-Ie looks at rne Wiwaldun 
A tree Bindarra 

I ByW,T, 
ENGUSS: EQ.UlVA-

1 
I Water 
-River 
&a 

LENTS, 

Lake or lagoon 
Rain 
Swump 

Fil'e "" 
Liy!ttn,ing 
Heat 
To burn with. fire 
Sun I Light 

!Moon 
]Jay 
Night 
Head 
Hair of h.eait 
Hair of BeaTd 
Eyes 

i Nose 

I Bar 
Mouth 

[Skin 
Face 
.1.Yeok 
Shoulder 
Back 
Chest 
At•tn 
Wrist 
I-I and 
Finger.s 

'r17bigh 
J;,g 
Foot 
Man 
Woman 
Bay 
Git·l 
One 
1'tM 
Tkt'e<! 
Four 
Ankle 
J.}fine 

w, 
Our u, 
I 
You 
He 
Sho 
It 

or Yalbura 
Yalbajalka 
Yabie 
Yaboya and Thurdie 
Moonnie-moondie 

Booloon· boolon 

Watah 
Caderah 
Mowera 
Bungah 
Watah 
Woorlbah 

Yangoon and Yangoo WHah 
Moulooor Yali or Bidie-mur-ah-dah 
Cocmrie Mourinah 
Vangon-barra Nullah-bah 
Booril Ger-nung-ah 
Woodya Now-now-nah 
Bargun or Pargun Balung-a-gee 
Boolun-Boolun Yernungie 
Moo1a Cowandee 
Jidgee or iidgi Wirdah 
Wallaro or Walluro Boolum·bah 
Vanbur 

1

1 Yaidn-yah 
Laiparee or Liparee Midyelah 
Gonyee or Gonjee Gue-ear·he 
Binai M urrah 
Yaruundie or Yaocunomiief Parkah 
Yakardi Pak-qur·oo 
Mindula or Mundula Yerrah 
Manomoke 1 PandaJ-murrah 
Curur i Cherdah 
Moondie I' Gundah 
Mindi-mindi Byolah 
Pal-gat WaUerah 
Namboo 
Mala Gnar·gnarah 
Mala· Bungoo Gnarah 
Tarra or Darra D'thunbah 
Langin 

or Jina 
Wombi 

. Bunja 
Bilah 
GuHhu-thu 
\Vangarie or Wangain 
Coolhyu 
Mathad 
Mourgoo or Moorlgoo 
Namboo 
Adther·amoo 
Culbriadjie 
Culbriadjie-Murgoo 

\Voora-rah 
Bool·oo-boolah 
Ju-un·you 
Tick-in-yah 
Tan.gil-ah 
Tick-in·yel-in-yah 

1 
Mogoolah 

'Nabunyah 

Nilhl-gul·naf, 
Nahl-gil-yen-ung ah 
Wandilnah 
Nunah 
Gnar·gnar 
You-an-arire 
Nin-nar-in-now-in-ay 
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THE SPECIES OF MEN. 
?"HPON no part of the natural history of mankind, has 

there been a greater diversity of statement, than 
upon the -question whether meu were of one, or of 

species, or whether they were only varieties of one 
species ; the most eminent writers have taken part in this 
discussion, and advanced their own opinions thereon with 
considerable vehemence, but have left the matter as much 
in uncertainty as before they propounded their views 
thereon ; and yet if 1 his matter is properly reguarded, 
without sentiment and facts only are considered, what does 
it all amount to 1 VVhether we call them species or 
varieties1 the differences are seen by all to be as great and 
continuous as any species in natural history; and it 
therefore only becomes a play of words to say that the 
whites, blacks, reds, yellows, and browns of mankind, are 
only permanent varieties and are not species. They are as 
distinctly species as are the species of any of the other, 
neady similar animals, and therefore to decline to call 
these species of men is without knowledge and only 
trifling. All competent Ethnologists know, that from the 
earliest findings, these so-called "permanent varieties 11 

have -remained the same, unchanged in appearance, and 
are as different in every way, as are numerous species of 
animals, generally so-called. As to the' argument based on 
the inter:marriages of the different kind of men, furnishing 
fertile o:ffsprings j this has been argued with an insufficient 
knowledge of the result of such crossings, and without 
just -,comparison with the other species of animals that are 
very similar. VVhile so many experienced Ethnologists _of 
many countries have maintained the position of there 
being distinct species of men, we shall use this term to 
divide, and separately consider the white, hlaek, red, 

and brown speoz'(ls of men, and again sub-divide 
these species into the permanent races of each spee£es, 

Therefore, putting on one side for the present to a 
suitable opportunity, the question \vhether men should be 
classed as of one or of several species which has so greatly 
exercised Lhe minds and pens of certain writers1 and where 
they try to get over the difficulty by using the term race 
where they should use Lhe word species, and this leads to 
grave errors and a want of exactness, for there is as great 
differences between the white, yellow, brown, red, nnd 
black speei 8 of men, as between the species of any genus of 
the lower animals known to naturalists. Por this, and 
many other reasons, which we will discuss at the proper 
time, \\e shall use the more corr-ect term of spect-·es of men for 
whites- or blac-ks. As an example, the black races would 
then he defined as :-
S_pecies:-hlack men, races-

1. Aieta, or Akka, or Dwarfs, 3ft,, 6in. to 4ft. 1 Oin. 
high, Negrillo, Negrito, etc., crisp, woolly hair 
fiat nose. 

2. Papuan, 5ft. to 5ft. 6in., tufted1 mop kaireil, high 
peaked noses, thin lips, very Dolychocephalic, 
harsh, dry,- rough, black skin. 

3. Dravidians, blue-black, smooth, soft skin} long, 
curling hair, orthognathous features, mes-
socephalic skulls, 5ft. 5in. to 5fh. Sin. high. 

4. Negro, dolychocephalic; prognathous jaws, thick, 
turned out lips, jet black and soft oilly skin, 
hair, woolly, 5ft. 4in. tD 5ft. 7in. high. 

And the hybreds,' mongrils or mixtures, and crosses of 
these four primitive races of the species o£ 
black men. 

The four p·rimitive raceS of the black species of men 
have very little resemblance to each other, but they differ 
in the most features and particulars. In most 
places these have become so mixed by crossing that caution 
has to be used to find unmixed specimens of either primal 
type, of each race, but in dense jungle, forests of mountain 
regions, and isolated situations they are to be found ; and 
their mixed descendants exhibit the general typical 
characters in their mixtures, and, if isolated, they soon 
show, in a few generations, the atavistic reversion to one 
of the primal race types. 

MYTHOLOGY. 
Mythology, of all savage, and many semi-savage 

peoples, is of much interest to anthropologists, 
because the spirits, and deities of such peoples are 

most frequently the spirits of their dead ancestors, though 
some may be the representatives of the forces of nature, 
or embodyments of the sun, moon, stars or celestial objects, 
but more often the spirits of their great men, or the 
"culture-heroes" who taught them any of their rites, or 
their arts. Therefore it frequently happens, that the study 
of the of such folks; will reveal much of their 
past histories, or point to relationships, by teaching who 
the people were, that they may have borrowed some of their 
deities from i£ they did not themselves invent the whole of 
them, by making them, from the spirits of their dead 
ancestors. nat-ions, as well as savages, have deified 
theie ancestors' spirits and worshipped them, as did several 
of the civilised nations of antiquity, as did also the Polyne-
sians, the tribes of America, and to these we shall have to 
add the blacks of Australia; for although it has been the 
fa.shion to say, and write that these aboriginals <,£ Austra-
lia had no deities it will be appa-rent before we conclude 
the several articles upon this that they had several 
gods who were the spirits of their past relations. Another 
great error, has been made by those who having 
found out, that the blacks of Australia had gods, have 
called " Biamai," or H Baimai1 n the sup'reme god, and 
Oreatnr, adored by this pe'ople. 

Recognising that this was very erroneous we have had 
enquiries made 'into it, and these investigations of our 
esteemed correspondents are so numerous, and widely 
separated ovel' Australia that our future articles upon these 
matters will lay before our readers the facts gathered upon 
these subjects: and it may at once be said that the facts 
point to "Biamai," being, not tite creatvr-,qod, but the 
ducer of their sacred and other rites; in fact he was the 
"culture hero'' of these blacks, and his wife and children 
were also known to them, and are spoken of in their tradi-
tional lore. But let us see what the blacks' themselves say 
thereon-Mr. W. Turnbull, a pastoralist of t.he far north 
living among the tribes on the sides of the Leichhardt 
river and the neighbouring sea coast, by his humane and 
honorable conduct, extending over many years, has so 
secured the confidence of the tribes of blacks that they have 
such reliance in him that t-o him they will reveal what to 
others they will pretend to know nothing of, because they 
cannot trust them. Being asked who they believed the 
creator of all things was, they answered, after some hesi-
tation, and with indications of awe, that he was known to 
them-of the "JYiinkin " tribe-as "Goo-ar-ee/' and t-hat 
helivedin "War-noo." "Washeeveron earth1" "No.H 
u Who taught them their initiatory rites for young men 1 n 
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11 "'-·where did this Biamai come from 1" 

•r VVhere did Biamai first teach the 

rites, aft-er he came to Australia 1" "At 
H Who was the first man of their people to 

Australia 1 n H Boolun-bool-uuah." ('And the 
first n ''She was his wife, ar...d we 

as Boolun-boo1-unah-magoo." Then followed 
about the sacred rites, and about the ;k personages, which will be given in its proper 

but in the above, it will he seen what the 
this tribe believed of the creator and 

and the culture-hero Biamai. 
the elders of the "1\'likadoon" tribe were inter-

,, they gave the following information: H Who was 
good spirit, the creator 1 '' answer "Gum boo.' 

>!f17Vhere did he '1 "Woko (or Yoko)." "Who first 
' , +''"''"'· the rites of initiation 1" "Biamai." "Where did 

-come "From an island beyond Australia." 
did he himself learn the sacred rites 1" " At 

Wangundi." "VVhere did the first man and woman of the 
blacks "In the east" (a-lso pointing to it). Then some 
information about the rites is reserved for future use. The 
people of thjs tribe thought it dangerous to mention the 
name of the creator god, and their answer was given with 
relucta-nce. They were asked "VVhich part of the Austra-
llan coast did the blacks land at They answered; "It 
was north-east from here.n "Did they stop anywhere on 
their "Yes, at Wayie." This tribe call 
northern Australia HYabbon-Gulgab." Another of our 
valued correspondents, Mr. G. Fox, of Queensland, says 
the blacks near the Croydon Station, in reply to his ques-
tions, gave the name for the good spirit and creator as 
H\Var-cun-gal." "Was he ever on earth 1)) "No.J/ The name 
for the first woman was "Bin be." Another careful corres-
pondent, 1\rfr. E. F. Hudder, says the tribe on the Orara 
river gave their name of the good spirit and creator as 
u Kuperin/' and he lived where t.he sun rises. Their name 
for the rites of initiation was "Kopora." The Rev. 
Gribble writes that the H Goon-gan-je" tribe, near 
Belindar Ker, call their great, good spirit creator 

B , b , 
H ut they say that formerly he lived upon the 

that he tried for many years to produce fire hy 
fnct10n, but could not succeed, and then he tried many 
other means to obtain it before he got it. This appears to 
be less a creator and is probably an a-ncestral spirit. These 
few gleanings from correspondents show that some of these 
blacks believe in a good spirit, and some in a creator not 
of this earth ; and that the- tribes regarded Biamai as their 

who introduced into Australia their rites of 
initiation and similar things; while from some of their wise 
men we learn that he was a man who had a wife and 
children. It is further shown that they still have traditions 
uf the first man and woman of their people, and descriptive 
names for them, these being the parents of the tribes. 
They also remember the landing of the first ancestors 
who came to these coasts of northern Australia. Thus, 
before these articles are finished, we shall be able to show 
that the elder:;;- and wise men of the tribes have traditions 
of thei.r past, and historical lore, which hitherto have 
generally been denied, but in another article we shall give 

these traditions relating to inundations, and events 
m tne1r cosmogony, or other matters handed down orally 
to them. 

THE ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF 
AUSTRALASIA. 

The Monthly Bepm•t of its J!roceedings and 
Transactions. 

\3"'Wl Y the prospectus we print with this it w.iU be seen 
, how nearly the Society has filled up its list of offi-

cials, and it only remains to appoint a few more capable 
and energetic H Local Secretaries " in the several colonies 
and -localities throughout Australia to complete its 
organization, and then to continually keep adding tD its 
members. 

The chief business that has occupied the attention 
and employed the energies of the officers_ has been the 
enrolling of members, preparing and distributing circulars, 
requesting information f:om correspondents upon dia1ects, 
the manners, customs, ntes, and other matters connected 
with the aborigines. They have also been busy with 
selecting Honorary Local Secretaries in the different 
colonies, and corresponding with them upon their duties, 
and furnishing them with particulars to enable them to 
carry out their functions for the best interests of t.he 
Society. 

The past. month has also been a busy one in arranging 
for and gettmg ready material for _publication in "The 
Journal/' to be issued monthly, as·the offiCial organ of ''the 
Sociecy's transactions,n and it is g1·atifying to be 
able to announce that at length satisfactory arrange-
ments have been entered upon with G. Watson,. Esq., to 
print and publish it.. The selecting, preparing, and editing 
the literary materials for the fi[·st issue has taken up much 
time in choosing the first fae-ts from the mass of 

so t-hat they may prepare the way for 
subsequent Issues, so as to enable the readers to come into 
oomprehensive acquaintance with the materials therein 
after to be placed before them. This work of selection and 
at ranging will become easier when further material in 
future issues· have made such matters clear and known to 
the readers, as the former" knowledge or earlier 
investigations assist those studying the several branches 
of Anthropology, which are not without this earlier infor-
mation, so well understood by all readers. Another matter 
upon which much thought and work has been expended by 
the officers of the Society is the preparing for an 
HAnthropologica.l Exhibition" in Sydney of everythino-
that can be furnished or lent from all parts of 
t,bat- ·will everything pertaining to the blacks and 
other aborigines; u.nd in addition, all that can illustrate 
and make plainer these things by teaching what is known 
in all other places upon the races and nations of mankind 
in past and present times. There will also be exhibited 
what is possible upon Sociology, and thus prove wha't will 
prevent decadence and will lead up to the highest 
developments, that a nat10n the most prospetous and 
happy may be brought into- existence, and be properly 
provided fpr so_ a_s to Pe permanently established. 

:Much valuable lllforriw.tion has been received from 
those >vith whom correspondence has been carried on in 
the several parts of Australasia, from whom many facts and 
various details relating to the dialects, the manners the 
rites, the customs, and other perta,inino- to' the 

• ' 0 0 
Austrahan blacks have been gathered; and from 
denw in other places, numerous thing.'> upon the peoples of 
many places at various times, thus throwing fresh light 
upon the histories of mankind, 


