SOLOMON ISLANDS LANGUAGES: AN INTERNAL
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classify all of the languages of th
tolomons in a systematic way. !
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4.2 LANGUAGE AND DIALECT IN THE SOLOMON TISLANDS

Trn k.1 it will have been observed that a few unfamiliar language

listed., These were:

=

names were

.
A
1. Central~Fast Choiseul
2. West Guadalcanal

4, North Malaita
5, South Malaita
sl

i
The reascon Tor this change 1in nomenclature is simply that in a number

a
sf cases what have traditionally been considered separate languages
have been found to constitubte dialects within a single language ©
o X

languages. Thus, ample, the following rearrangements have Dbesn

made :

1) Central-East Choiseul 1s a term coined to cover Mbambatana,
Katazi, Sengga, LOmaumbi and Avas8, as all of these can be
shown to belong to a single language.

11) West Guadalcanal 1s the term used here to cover the majo
dialects of this language, which include Tandail, Nggae, Ndi,

" .

&
Nggerl and Gharil,
lise is a cover term for the closely velated dialects of

anal, including Poleo, Koo,

el

the weather coast of Guadal
Malagheti, Tolo and Moli.
iv) Morth Malaitan® is used to cover To'ambalta, Mbasngguu,
Mbhaelelea, and Fataleks,
v) South Malaitan covers the dialects of Sa'a, Ulawa and Uki Ni
Masi.
shove dialects may be termed major diglecte or sublanguages.

The criteria on which they are so classified are twofold. Pirst, they
scknowledged by the local communities as being mutually intellie
ble. Tew would disagree that this criterion is met in the case of

dialscts of the newly defined languages Just 1llst
nﬁlyﬁ it has become an accepted and establ 2
3t633 baged on a aie wordlist of some 200 items (usually some
of the Swadesh wordlist), then they may be regarded as dialects
single language {(see Wurm 1971, Tryon 19763, 'The dilalects liste

s
180 meet this crilterion.
escribed in 3.0 above, wordlists containing some 450 items were

Lrictly have been inciuded in North Malaitan ou the same criteria.
owever, has dictated that it is best considered a3 a separate entity.
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4.3 CHEC g 30
CKLIST OF SOLOMON ISLANDS LANGUAGES

Variant Names

see Alars |MARTNGE)
sge MARINGE

see NEMBAD

see PAGHANI

see 'ARETARE

see REEFS

see MOWO-ALU

see WEMBAQ

sge KAHUA

see NGOEELA

sege TIKOPIAN

gee LENGO

see Sa's (SOUTH MALATTAN}
see ASUMBOA

see 'ARE'ARE

geg PARE'ARE

U
Aleisid
M;éxﬁll, Are, Aveare, I'isa
reu, Meareho, Taraspaina Wéo
£ " k4 *

Wango

Apakho, Asimboa, Aujivigno, Vono
see ASUMBOA ’ ‘
gge CENTRAL-BEAST CHOISEUL

seg Tolo {TALISE)

see Mbambatana (C-E. CHOISEUL)
sce Mbaengeuu (N, MATATTAN)
sée Mbaelelea (N. MALATTAN}
see Fbaelelea (N, MALATTAN)
sge Vbaengguu (N, MALAITAN?
gsee N, MALATTAN

Mbambatans {(C-B. CHOISEUL)
" MBANTATA

MBANTATA

{trme
{WEST GUADALCANAL)

. dett 4 S
o al s SyEare py aferrad names
L £ LIS o £ o1 18 R
Tefey o eyt ) le langu & /
untraceat Ngueges/ dialects

Lay
fot

Location

Sants Ysabel
Santa Ysabel
Utupua

Sgn Cristobal
Malaite

Rest Is,

o]

Shortland T
Is.
Trupusa
Sepy (et
San Cristobal
Florida
Anuta Is. {
s. {Cherry Is.)
Guadalcanal
Malaita
Ttupus
Malaita
Malaits

Malaits

San Cristobal
Utupus

Utupua
Cholseul
Guadalcanal
Shortland Is.
Cholgenl
Malalta
Malaita
Malsita
Malsita
Moplaita
Choiseul
Rendove
Rendova

Guadalcanal
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jes have bESD 3.0 SOLOMON ISLANDS WORDLISTS

golomons languages presented above are set out below.
The

and twenty four items, are arranged In
3 =

eription is a broad phonetle one. wordlists, of

fields as follows:

A. Numerals
1. one . two 3. thres 4, four
5, Tive &, six 7. seven 8, eight
9. nine 10. ten 11, hundred 12. thousand
B. Body Parts
13. arm 14. back i5. beard 16, belly
17. blood 18, pody 19. bone 20. brain
1. breast 22. ear 23. egg 24, eve
25. fat 26. feather 27. guts 28, hair
29. head 30, heart 31. knee 32. leg
33. liver 34, meat 35. mouth 26. navel
7. neck 38. nose 39. penis 40, skin
41, tail 42, tongue k3, tooth 44, wulvea
45, wing
C. Fauna
46, bird 47, butterfly 48. centipede 49. chicken
50, crocodile 51, dog 52, eagle 53. eel
fish 55, fiy 56, fiying fox 57. hornblill
tobster 5G. louse £0. louse egg 61l. mosguito
midge 653, pig 64, porpoise 65, possum
rat 67. scorpion 68. shark 69, snake
spider 71. turtle 72. whale



L

L. Conjunctions, Prepositions,

ePsvchology, eto,

191. ves 192. no 193, hers
195. left 186. right 187. and
199. if 200. in 201. after
panana 203. fear 208, life 205, love
. . £ 87. eub nut 8. 207. spirit {dead) 208, spirit {(1live)
85. preadfrult S%Q cgﬁfilia 1. sago palm 02. sugareane M. adjectives
mango 90. pandants 5e . yam 96. alstonia 5P 209. black 210. blue 211. green
o 213, white 214, yellow 215, bad
217. big 218, small 219. cold
5. Family 00, woman fatvhear 221. dry 222. wet 223, blunt
eider brother 225. empty 226, full 227. far
namne 229. fast 230, slow 231. long
233. new 234, pld (thing) 235. old (person)
) ‘ 237. weak 238, thick 239, thin
F. Domestie 111. bow 112. canoe 1}?- - 241. thirsty 242. bald 243, airty
board . 1T oven 245, lazy 246, alive 247, correct
249, sick 250. smooth 251, sore {(ad].}
253, tired 254, wild
G. Geographical L5, captn 126, earthquake N. Verbs of Action . ,
o 124, cave 2 f.v 130. mountain 255, break 256. cut {(string) 257. cut (wood)
1e3. baj% 128, headland 129. island :‘ﬁ and 259, fight 260. give 261. hit
den L3 piver = liés ;uéh 223, hznt z:z. kill i:g. pull
e ) 7. play . rub 269, sew
s 271. sgueeze 272. stab 273. start
u. physical Asﬁrﬂﬁgmfuietjiz;iag} 275. tie 276. wash (hands) 277. wipe
139. day jég’ ésday : ‘ v ; 0. Verbs of Movement
143, yesterday j%ai five : . 279. come 280. dance 281. fall
147, ashes + cos 283, go down 284, go up 285, meet
151. cloud ey 287. bathe 288. turn 289. walk
155, rainbow
159. sun 2. Verbs, Mental Processes
90. ask 291, count 292. know
4. sing 295. think

Yerbs, Natural Processes
. burn 297, float

« Bwel
our pi.incl: , ell

possessives 177«

178,
178, our pl.exel.

my

]

184, time
188, where?

x. Correlatives tnis

when?

181. because

o

how?

o

(S

who?

194,
198.
202.
206.

212,
216,
220,
224,
224,
232.

B

.

117

there
at
below

mistake

red
good
Warn
sharp
near
short

strong

push
splilt
steal

work



9.1 TNDEX TO WORPLISTS

yerbs, Body anction

. 302. blow 3073, breathe 304. ?f% An index of items presented in the wordlists, toge
301. bite 306. drink 307, eatb 308. hear corresponding item number 1s as follows:
ii;i izign 310. 1lie down 31%, 5ara§cu ;izi ;;;t after {(201) preadfruit (85) drink (306)
;1€u sit 314, sleep 315- ngLf 320. urinate alive (246) break (255) ary (221)
.i; stand 218. suck 319. vomi% 3 y2k. faeces alstonla sp. (96) breast (21) dust (146)
T : copulate ) and (197) preathe (303) eagle (52)
arm {(13) brother (105) ear (22}
ashes (147) burn {296) earth (125)
ask (290} push (138) earthquake (126
at (198) butterfly (47) eat (307}
back (14) calico (113) gel (53)
bad (215) canoe (112} egg (23
pald (242) cave {(124) eight (8)
bamboo (82) centipede (48) empty (225)
banana (83) chicken {(49) eye (243
bark (73) chieftain (108 faeces {(324)
bathe (287) ehild (104) fall (281
pay (123) cloud (151) far {227
beard (15) club (114) fast (229)

because (181) coconut (86} fat (25)

belly (167 cold (219) father (101)
below (202) come (279) fear (203)
betel nut (84) copulate {(323) feather (26)
big {(217) correct {(247) fight (259)
bird (46) count (291) fire (148)
bite (301) erocodile (50) fish (54)

cry (304 fishhook (115)
cut string (256 five (5)

cut wood (257) flame (149)

cut nut (87) float (297)
dance (280) flow (298)

day (139) flower (75)
defaecate (321) fiy n. (55}

die (305) £1y vb, (299}
dig (258) flying fox (56)
dirty (243) fog (152)

dog (51) four (4)

E

ther with the

fruit (76)
full (226}
garden (127
give (260}

go (282)

go down {(283)
go up (284)
good {216}
grandparent (103)
grass (81)
green (211)
guts (27)

nair (28)

he (165)

head (29)
headland {(128)
near (308)
heart (30)
heavy [(244)
here (193}
hibiscus ti1l.(188;

how many {(190)
nundred (11)
hungry (240)
hunt (263)

I {163

if (199)

in {(200)
island {(129)




Index 2o Wondlists [Conit.)
to WondLisih {Cont.}

turtle (71) wash/hands (276) when (1873 yam {95)
georpion (67) steal (274) two (2) water (162} where (138) year {142)
N e (?% fote] 100 o
ki1l (264) H?WP‘ 13;@‘ copaten (311) stone (136) urinate (320) weak (237) white (213) vellow (214)
xnee (31) ﬂ%ﬁ“t{;” } sen (135) stralght (252) village (137) we dl.excl. (171) who (189) yes (191)
ynow (292 nine ‘Z see (312) strong (236) vitex sp. {(97) we dl.inel. (170} wild (254) yesterday (143}
laugh ) vomit (319) we pl.excl. (167) wind (158) you dl. (172)
yulva (44) we pl.incl. {166) wing (45) you pl. {168)
wailt (322) wet (222) wipe (277} you sg. (164}
shark (68) walk {(289) whale (72} woman (100) your pl. (179)
warm (220) what (186) work (278} your sg. (175)
11t (117 taro (93) Each page of the wordlists containg four glosses, the Solomons
1ightning (15%) Qviz”\ (élgg sing (294) ten (10) language forms for which occupy four pages, as follows:
1ine/kin {107) pagd*““;“;gos siter (106) vhaten (121) Page (a): Lists 1-31 (Shortlands, Choiseul, New Georgla)
peer (35 p&n%dd?29; g sit (313) thetr (180) Page (b): Lists 32-62 (Santa Ysabel, Florida, Guadalcanal)
5 penls L3 = } ; . .
1opster (58) pen (98) six (6) tnere (194) Page {(c¢): Lists 63-94 (Malaita, San Cristobal)
¢ n { ‘ ) ) } ‘ -
tong (231) p¢r5t6?} akin (40) they (169) page (d): Lists 95-111 (Eastern Outer Islands, Polynesian OQutliers)
1ouse (59) plg 103 e they ai. (173)
o g (60) play (267) sky (1567 ot ku{qgg> The languages to which the wordlists correspond are falrly
itouse € / : 5 thick i«
ou Q%WH povrpoise (643 sleep (314) . (?3;) self-evident; a checklist is, however, set out in full in 7.0, above.
love { ijl Sossun (éfﬁ) slow (230) thin ~C} 5
. Y [9 34 WS . . .x:- c h(\\)
man (9%;9) puil (265) small (218) tpwﬂkt& {Eﬁl\
g : - +hi ¥y L ;
nanes \32) push (266) smell (315) ”h*?s{igz>
mand i;;; eain {154\ amoke {(150) this X (12)
meat (3% i - P shousand (1
meet (285) rainbow (155) smooth éc50} ;hfee )
nee A - [HG
oy anake (£9)
£ 4 ) rat (66) . nd {1573
rides (6tigw} rad (212) sore (251) sh“ﬂ?e§5;'57;
mistake 0 > N ‘ (1209 rie (2
moon (160} reef (131) e \iiO; time (1887
i » N 1 ‘6) @pidef ot R N
morning (141) 1f@hy §w22\ spirit/dead (207) tired (¢53;2.
11 ' ) rive - / . ¢ s Ty ) 1
mgsq%itj ;Zi} road (133) spirit/live {208) %@nacb?lizi 3
mother {1 e (=16 poday
, spit (316 .
esin (130) root (78) i e omorrow (1E5)
mountazn i 30 ope (119) spiit (270) fLomorro i
e Ol Lo . 7
mouth iJ), o n (248) squeeze (271) tongue{ig)
. F AT roLLe 4 J = . . h i .
) rub (268) svap (272) e (307
name 4 J b 17 Lree
: - 1 stand (317)
. 6) sago palm (51) i pmeric (9H)
navelfi38> s 13k star (161) purn
near (22 BAIG Ao

curn (288)

(2732
neck (37} say (293} start {




